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А most fascinating history of the origin, 
extent, suppression, and decline of a conspicuous 
custom of India, namely, Female Infanticide, 
prior to this century has been portrayed masterly 
in the book. The book is an attempt to offer 
not only a connected account of the gruesome 
practice of killing of new born females among 
the feudatory and chivalrous Rajputs of Western 
India but also to scan sociologically the causes 
and consequences of such deliberate destructions 
of female babes only in the country. Rare 
documents and statistics on the infanticide- 
loving Jhareja Rajputs of Kathiawar (Gujarat) 
of 1800-1855, have for the first time in present 
India been brought at the disposal of all who 
are interested in the variegated social history of 
numerous institutions of the land. 
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This book is primarily intended to be an enquiry into and 
an analytical exposition of the unique custom of female infanti- 
cide in past India. Infanticide was certainly no specialized 
social practice of Indian society. Existence of the cruel habit 
of killing newborn females or all children in several countries. 
of the world is not unknown to us. In the background of the 
world situation attended upon the melancholic commissions of 
infanticide for various cultural and economic reasons the fascinat- 
ing history of the origin, extent, suppression and decline of 
Indian Infanticide has been here spelt out, especial reference 
being made to the Jhareja Rajpoots of Kathiawar (Gujarat). The 
hair-raising drama played once by these Rajpoots in defending 
their inalienable social right of female infanticide has been 
exposed in the treatise. In doing so several social, psychological, 
demographic and administrative issues related to the anti- 
infanticide measures of the British rulers have been scanned to 
indicate the enormity of the acrimonious habit of girl-killing 
at birth. 

This book is an attempt to offer not only a connected 
account of the consequences of female infanticide prior 1850s 
but also to go deeper into the cultural and economic causes of 
Such social behaviour in the Rajpoot society at large of western 
and north-western India, The said account covers precisely а 
long span of fifty years from 1805 to 1855. On the other hand, 
it has again to be stressed that the magnitude and complexity of 
Indian Infanticide can hardly be appreciated in all its dimen- 
Sions without having a direct knowledge about the social structure 
Which was solely responsible to endear such peculiar, deliberate 
climinations of female infants among the people in question. 
This book should be read as an interesting piece of document of 
the forgotten chapter of the social history of the Jharejas. It is 
hoped that this documentary treatise would be a useful accretion 
in anthropological literature of the land. 
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Population and social groupings are the two essential com- 
‘ponents of human societies and as such population remains 
always extremely closely associated with social sciences like 
anthropology, sociology and demography. It has, thus, rightly 
been pointed out that as soon as a demographer ‘goes beyond 
measurement and calculation to study the causes or сопзе- 
quences of population changes, differential fertility and 
mortality, and similar problems, enters the domain of sociology!" 
On the other hand, basic data on population size, distribution 
and quality are equally important to the social scientists in their 
study of the behaviour of the constituent members of any 
group of any society. Population size and its growth-pattern 
have long been recognised as some notable elements in the study 
of social morphology. Following Durkheim's concept? one can 
understand that volume or the number of social units and den- 
sity or the number of social relationships should be well 
analysed to explain variations in social structures. At present 
it has been accepted that ‘there is a reciprocal relation between 
population and social structure; 1.е., that the social structure 
influences population changes as well as being affected by Фет. 
Eventually, both the anthropologists and sociologists are needed 
to study and analyse various social influences upon population 
Size, distribution, and quality and thereby to aid effectively the 
demographers and population researchers in general In this 
direction the social scientists have already made significant con- 
tributions* to appraise population problems of both past and 
present. 

The present treatise has been attempted precisely to show 
how in the last century certain native groups of the feudatory 
Rajpoot society of Western India continued rigid observance of 
а traditional custom like female infanticide to cause severe im- 
Pairments in the size and quality of their population. This 
Study is expected to provide with important historical evidences 
in substantiating the thesis that ‘the social structure influences 
Population changes as well as being affected by them’. 


208 FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA 


Another point of immediate interest may be referred here. 
In his classical work? Malthus is found to have remarked that 
the positive checks to population were extremely diverse and 
included every cause, whether arising from vice or misery, which 
| in any degree contributed ‘to shorten the natural duration of 
human life’. Of these positive checks the custom of infanticide 
happened to be an important contributory factor to a vast Os 
tent in many populations around the world and referring to this 
social means for population-check Malthus observed that ‘as its 
prevalence among the higher classes of the people has removed 
from it all odium, or imputation of poverty, it is probably often 
adopted rather as a fashion than a resort of necessity, and 
appears to be practised familiarly and without reserve.’ 

To arrive at such crucial conclusion Malthus had the full 
opportunity to analyse all evidences related to female infanti- 
cide and its functioning in the contemporary human societies of 
the world including India. It is well known that Sir Jonathan 
Duncan was first to present Officially earliest known evidences? of 
infanticide in India amongst the Кајкоотаг tribe of Junapore 
area of Benaras district in 1789. It is then evident that Indian 
situation was not unknown to Malthus. Contextually, with all 
official documentary facts pertaining to female infanticide and 
its corrosive impact on the population of the Rajpoot groups 
concerned the present treatise would be of much help 10 
appraise Malthus’s prudent observations оп population. check 
through infanticide. As these official evidences under reference 
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in the said year and its contents remain hardly familiar in cur- 
Tent anthropological and sociological literatures. In the very 
interest of the social issue at hand this treatise embodies 
Systematicailly the facts and figures available from a large 
number of letters, despatches, reports and memorandums. The 
book (Selections) has two parts and Part two contains Reports 
on the measures commencing with the year 1805, adopted, in 
concert with the Government by late Colonel Alexander Walker 
and subsequently by Mr. John Pollard Willoughby, Political 
Agent in Kattyawar, and by his successors, for the suppression 
of female infanticide in that province. This part runs for as 
many as four hundred and four printed pages. It is to be 
mentioned here that Colonel Walker and Mr. Willoughby were 
the principal architects and executors of British Government's 
policy of anti-infanticide activities against the Jharejas, Jetwas 
and Soomras of Kattywar in the first half of the 19th Century. 
This treatise attempts to meet the great inconvenience of having 
?n easy and frequent access to the original Government publica- 
tion of 1856. 

Regarding the country where female infanticide once pre- 
vailed so intensively among the Rajpoots in question. the 
Selections help nothing to furnish geographical and other terri- 
torial particulars and again, except the people like Jharejas, 
Jetwas and Soomras no other population was focussed in the 
Source book. But, need for an appropriate geographical back- 
ground of the country is paramount. Accordingly, immediate 
references have been sought from the pioneering writing? of Mr. 
John Wilson (1855) and also from Major Le-Grand Jacob's 
Paper? (1842) to gain knowledge about geographical setting and 
general population make-up of the districts of Kattywar pro- 
vince which is better known as Gujarat (Saurastra) in Western 
India of today. 

The location of Kathiawar (Kattywar) province as described 
by Wilson and quoted in one of Government of India's reports 
Әп“ population estimates? is as follows: Kathiawar or the 

enninsular Gujarat is bounded on the north by the gulf of 
Kachh, and the Ran or desert of mud and sand with brackish 
Water, which forms the continuation of that Gulf; on the east, 
by the Gulf of Cambay and a line drawn from its northern 
extremity to the eastern corner of the Ran; and on the south 
and west by the Indian Ocean. It lies between 20°40’ and 
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23°10’ north latitude; and 69°2’ and 72°65’ east longitude. it 
is, when cut diagonally about 160 miles from west to east, and 
about the same extent from north to south. 

According to Major Jacob the province of Kattywar was 
then 22,000 square miles in area. Further, it has been pointed 
out in the said Government of India’s report (1963) that Mr. 
Wilson’s description does not correspond to the area covered 
by Mr. D. A. Blane, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, who 
was responsible to present a detailed census of the province in 
1831. In Mr. Blane’s compilation population figures are given 
mostly village-wise and the total on computation comes 10 
1,759,676 persons of both sexes and these persons were distri- 
buted over 3786 villages of 9 districts of Kattywar province. 


The followings are the distributions of villages and population in 
each district of the province. 


Y 2 Total 
District Villages Population 
1. Jhalawar 527 240368 
2. Kattywar 362 195272 
3. Muchoo Kanta 134 29584 
4. Hallar 1138 370260 
5. Soruth 674 409000 
6. Burda 3 180 64000 
7. Gohelwar 657 430220 
8. Oond Surveya 56 11040 
9. Babriawar 58 9932 
10. АП districts 3786 1759676 


background of 
of the treatise 
infanticide movements 
allar. This movement 
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seats of the Jhareja Rajpoots who caused enough anxieties and 
agitations in the contemporary times. The district of Hallar 
was reported by Mr. Blane to possess 32 Talookas in 1831 and 
ој these Nowannuger (Jamnagar), Gondul (Gondal), Dherol 
(Dhrol) and Rajkot Sirdhar Talookas came into limelight for 
their powerful and rich Jhareja chieftains and chiefs who in 
connection with the question of total abolition of their custo- 
mary practice of infanticide had to encounter a most bitter 
and awful relations with Government Residents, Political 
Agents, and other official functionaries stationed at either 
Baroda or Rajkot. On the other hand, the district of 
Muchoo Kanta became a trouble spot due to the superior 
Jhareja Chieftain of Moorve Talooka and subsequently due to 
the Meena tribe of Mallia Talooka. Моогуе and Mallia com- 
posed the district of Muchoo Kanta. In Hallar district 1138 
villages with 3,70,260 population were enumerated by Blane, 
while in Muchoo Kanta district 134 villages only with 29,584 
population were recorded. Jhareja Rajpoot families of these 
two districts of Kattywar province created a fascinating history 
by their orthodox adherance to and criminal observance of 
female infanticide and the entire blast of British actions against 
Such barbarous custom had to endure very painfully by these 
people in the first half of nineteenth century. 

Population in Hallar district was mainly constituted by the 
Social groups like Koonbees, Ahers, Rajpoots, Wanias, Bramins, 
Lowanas, Bhatias, Wagers, Sutwaras, Kolees, Geerasia Raj- 
poots, Sindians, Koombars, Woras. Among these groups Koon- 
bees, Kolees, Wonias and Rajpoots were numerous. On the 
Other hand, among the principal Talookas (i) Nowannuger was 
Cemposed of 622 villages with 200,000 inhabitants (estimated). 
In this Talooka people like Koonbees, Ahers and Rajpoots 
Were the most numerous classes, (i) Gondul Dhorajee had 179 
Villages with 80,000 dwellers (estimated) according to Mr. 
Blane. In this Talooka social group of Koonbees was most 
important in numerical strength, (iii) in Rajkot Sirdhar 55 
Villages having 20,000 inhabitants (estimated) were recorded and 
here the Koonbees, Wanias and Kolees were the most numerous 
Classes, and (iv) Dhurol Surupdur Talooka was constituted by 
Only 29 villages and 10,000 population (estimated). In this 
Talooka again the Koonbees and Rajpoots were the most 
numerous classes. The above Rajpoots were exclusively noto- 
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rious in preserving a strong family pride to destroy female 
infants immediately after birth by various cruel methods. 

Similarly, in the district of Muchoo Kanta the people like 
Wanias, Koonbees, Bramins, Kolees, Rajpoots, Meenas and 
Ahers were found to have principal concentrations. Out of two 
Talookas of this district Moorve was shown by Mr. Blane to 
possess 124 villages and their population was estimated to be 
24,784. Here the Wanias, Koonbees and Bramins were the 
most numerous classes, yet the Jhareja Rajpoots of the dis- 
trict had the leading position. The Chieftain of Moorve 
Talooka was a very powerful and respectable Jhareja who was 
one of very few Jharejas to denounce first the criminal prac- 
tice of infanticide. - 

Supplementary information about the country of Kathia- 
war and her people has been more elaborately incorporated in 
the Imperial Gazetteer of India, vol. 15 (1908) and the same 
is noted here only to provide with additional 
geographical, historical, social o, 
These materials would be 
Ielevant knowledge that has 
Wilson, Jacob, or Blane. 


materials— 
n the contemporary situation. 
of immediate value to improve 
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(6) Sorath, in the south; (7) Babriwar, a hilly tract in the 
south-east; (8) Kathiawar, a large district near the middle; (9) 
Undsarviya, situated along the Shetrunji river; and (10) 
Gohelwar in the east, along the shore of the Gulf of Cambay, so 
named after the Gohel Rajpoots. This geographical description 
would aid in locating the famous tract where female infanticide 
played once a momentous role till the middle of the last century. 
И is learnt that the Mohammedans called Kathiwar by the 
prakritized name of Sorath, and a large division in the south-west, 
100 miles in length, retains still that title. Another tract, quite 
as large, to the east of the centre, however, has long been known 
as Kathiawar, from having been overrun by the Kathis, who 
entered the peninsula from Cutch in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries. In the fifteenth century the whole tribe was driven out 
of Cutch, and in that and the following century they conquered a 
considerable territory of the peninsula. The Marathas who came 
into contact with them in their forays, and sometimes successfully 
repelled by them, extended the name of Kathiawar to the whole 
province, and from them had been borrowed the appellation in 


its wider sense; but by Brahmans (Bramins) and the natives 
generally it is still spoken of as Surashtra. 


In going a little deeper in the historical past it would be 
found that once the Guptas of Капи} and their senapatis ruled 
Surashtra for a brief time and after them the Vallabhi Kings 
extended their sway over Cutch and defeated the Mers who соп- | 
trolled Kathiawar between 470 and 520 a.D. These Vallabhis were 
later subverted by Muslim invaders from Sind. As a result seat 
of Government remained from 746 to 1298 Ар. at Anhilvada 
farther north beyond the borders of Kathiawar. During these 
critical years various petty kingdoms arose, and the Jethwas 
became à powerful tribe in the west of Surashtra. The Jhalas 
were said to have been settled in northern Kathiawar by the 
Anhilvada kings. The Gohels came from the north in the 
thirteenth century and concentrated in eastern Kathiawar. The 
Jharejas and the Kathis came from the west, through Cutch. 

Gujarat, after its conquest by Akbar in 1572, was ruled. by 
viceroys from the court of Delhi, until the Marathas supplanted 
the imperial power. In 1705 the Marathas entered Gujarat, and 
by 1760 had firmly established their гше. But the following half- 
century was a time of little ease for the tributaries in Kathiawar, 
and petty wars were frequent. During the latter part of the 
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eighteenth century, according to Musalman and Maratha custom, 
the Gaekwar, partly for himself and partly for his overlord the 
Peshwas, sent yearly a revenue-collecting army (mulkigiri) to 
collect. contributions from the Chiefs of western and northern 
Gujarat Аз this armed expedition caused much waste and 
confusion, the British Government agreed to associate itself with 
the Gaekwar in recovering the Maratha tribute from the 
Kathiawar States, 

In 1803 some of the weaker talukdars applied to the British 
Resident at Baroda for protection, offering to cede their territory 
to the East India Company. They were then independent of the 
Peshwas and the Gaekwar, with the exception of being bound to 
‘furnish contributions. In 1807 the forces of Company and the 
Gaekwar of Baroda advanced into Kathiawar, and the Chiefs 
entered into engagements to pay a fixed tribute to their overlords, 
to keep peace towards each Other, and to maintain order within 
their own limits. In return, they were secured from the Visitation 
of the mulkigiri forces, which used to appear at harvest time and in 
Gefault of payment Tavaged the crops and fired the villages, 

i resistance to the Supreme authority were 
ended in 1807-8 by the settlement effected by Colonel Alexander 
Walker, one great feature: of which was that the tributes were 
fixed, and the work of collection was undertaken by the British 


after the Satara proclamation in 1818. 
agreed to have his share collected 
ment. 
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Eradication of female infanticide in closest association with 
Gaekwar Government and Cutch Authority constituted, nodoubt, 
a benevolent action on the part of Company’s Government, but 
the same also helped the Company enormously to penetrate the 
distracted country of Kathiawar and her disunited people. 
Female infanticide offerend an easy entry to Colonel Walker and 
his forces inside a territory which was still then outside direct 
authority of Government of Bombay. Truely speaking, suppres- 
sion of female infanticide and necessary engagements signed later 
by the powerful Jhareja Chieftains and Chiefs’ of Kathiawar in 
denouncing their age-old domestic custom strengthened British 
power and prestige in the peninsula. For long 50 years British 
Government was engaged with the people of that distracted 
country in various situations in continuing anti-infanticide 
activities and they were successful in the long run to dominate 
over the country as a whole, not to speak of the Jhareja Rajpoots 
alone. Abolition of an evil practice like infanticide caused 
ultimately political victory to the emerging British power in 
"Western India. This significant aspect of the Indian custom 
Of female infanticide has to be borne in mind to merit the 
British actions in Kathiawar during 1805-1855. 

The Rajpoot inhabitants who were frequently mentioned and 
met with in the fascinating episodes of anti-infanticide movements 
in Kattywar (Kathiawar) described below, were said to have 
entered the peninsula in the past as invading tribes. In varying 
Strength each invading tribe toiled hard to set its ‘kingdom’ in 
Some uninhabited or less habited tract in the peninsula. Once 
that was achieved the Chief of each tribe bestowed оп their 
relations portions of the land they have acquired by force. This 
Share was named as Kapal giras, and passed to the descendants 
of the original grantees. The more enterprising girasias continued 
to acquire fresh lands from their neighbours, until they found 
themselves sufficiently strong to become independent rulers, 
Others, less enterprising, surrendered the greater portion of the 
land to a neighbouring Chief in return for protection, and fell into 
the position of mulgirasias or ‘original sharers’. When а стаза 
Succeeded in gaining his independence he became а talukadar and 
assumed the title of Thakur, Raval, Rana, or Raja. As he rose 
in the social scale, the landed proprietor became anxious to leave 
his possessions in tact to his eldest son; at the зате пе the 
Custom of the country compelled him to set aside a portion of 
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his estates for each of his younger sons, and these in turn became 
girasias owing submission to the head of the family, but otherwise 
independent. Thus, in Kathiawar landed Property had been 


share holders. As a rule, the revenue Control of these estates 


shareholders, except during minority, etc. 
nded estates held by the talookdars and 
grasias, many villages or portions of villages were held hereditarily 
as religious and service grants. Another large class of proprietors 
were jivaidars, or holders of estates as maintenance or On service 
tenure. They had not the position or privileges of girasias, and 
Possessed neither civil or criminal jurisdiction. Some of them 
were life tenants. The talukdars of Kathiawar had absolute 
Power Over Property 
lord’s rent or та] bhog was a fixed share of the produce. 

The above Observations as noted in the Gazetteer, shed 
interesting light on that fundamental base out of which the socio- 
economic organisation of the Rajpoots in question emerged in 
Kathiawar, This has, no doubt, essential bearing with the 
Peculiar social structure that the Kathiawar section of the 
Rajpoots of western and north-western India built up gradually 
in consonance with the local. situation. 
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_the laws of inter-marriage’ with the Jhareja Rajpoots under re- 

view. Several classes of talukdars, girasias, and life tenants 
stratified their society so rigidly that social mobility was cir- 
cumscribed. On the other hand, the Jhareja talukdars as the 
Chiefs and Thakurs occupied the topmost position in the societal 
hierarchy of Kathiawar and accordingly, they had to set matri- 
monial relations with only those families which were accepted 
to be superior or at least equal to the status (rank)! of their 
own. Their towering pride in superior family descent and nobi- 
lity of lineage did never allow them to contract marriages in 
Rajpoot families of inferior status. 

The upshot of such rank-consciousness was that all the 
tribes began to claim high descent, though it was definite that 
all were not equally noble. The more direct lines of any ori- 
ginal Chief were, of course, the noblest; while the less direct 
lines, with their various collateral and subordinate branches, 
possessed such gradations of rank which were endlessly and 
capriciously diversified. In this societal situation no families of 
superior rank, that is, superior in their own estimation, or in that 
of the community at large, would naturally allow themselves to be 
deteriorated by inter-marriage with any another inferior family. 
Purity of lineage influenced some to accept in marriage the 
daughters of Rajpoots that were deemed superior, but not to 
give their own daughters in marriage to them." In other cases, 
this practice was exactly reversed. Superior Jharejas of Katty- 
war were found to have accepted the former practice. For 
Suitors for their own daughters they were customarily required 
to look for the other Rajpoot families of different but superior 
clans and ranks but some unsurmountable hurdles prevented 
them, being a sub-division of the Yadu division of the great 
Rajpoot society, in enjoying marital relations with the Seesodia, 
Rhator or Chohan Rajpoots of former Rajputana. Sharejas’ 
ancestors once suffered contamination through inter-marriages 
with the Muhammadans in their stay at Sind and due to this 
serious breach in social conduct they were excommunicated from 
the larger society of the Rajpoots of north-western India. № 
Cther Rajpoot, especially of superior rank, from the larger society 
dared to endanger himself and his lineage № instituting any 
matrimonial relations with the socially degraded Jhareja Raj- 
poots, irrespective of their rank, wealth, power and genuine 
desire to be treated as pure Rajpoot. Whether Seesodia, Rhator 
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or Chohan everyone abhored to accept the hand of "-— 
Jhareja princess. The Kattywar Tharejas had to face а a 
social isolation because of some anti-social acts of their e 
tors. They lost their caste precisely for "nm i 
the people of Muslim faith and even when they comple 
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marriage; and as no Rajput can marry a female of his own 
tribe they prefer putting them to death to the prospect of the 
dishonour which is likely to result from their living in a single 
state’, thus, was once remarked by the Bombay Government to 
the Court of Directors, East India Company. Painful societal 
circumstances which forced the Jharejas to continue the atro- 
cious practice of female infanticide in their relatively peaceful 
and prosperous living in Kathiawar have been explained in brief 
above and it would not be difficult to understand the funda- 
mental ‘causes which ensured the existence and continuity of 
the abnormal social practice of female infanticide in the Jhareja 
society in question. 

There is another significant of this problem.? The Raj- 
poots who were infatuated with family pride and importance 
would obviously be unwilling to offer their females as wives 
without a very large dowry. ‘Inability to advance the marriage 
portion demanded, prompts to the commission of crime, as an 
alternative preferable in the estimate of the Rajput, to the 
dreaded dishonour and degradation of an unequal alliance.’ In 
other cases, ‘the sums were payable by the female side, ever un- 
alterable, equal to the rich and the poor. What precisely first 
established the payment is unknown, but it was so sacred, 
inviolable and even a partial deviation so disgraceful, that the 
most necessitous of the tribe would not incur the imputation. 
Hence arose infanticide. The sums payable were beyond the 
means of so many, that daughters necessarily remained on 
hand after maturity, entailed disgrace and thus imposed a 
necessity on all female progeny of becoming victims to their 
family honour.’ Another very general cause was in the 
‘inveterate persuation’ in this effect that all nuptials must be 
celebrated on a scale of magnificence, prescribed by hereditary 
usage and proportion to the real or supposed rank of the con- 
tracting parties. 

This is in general gathered that the common rule was ‘when- 
ever and wherever there is no reasonable prospect of obtaining 
Suitable marriage for daughters, or of defraying the customary 
nuptial expenses, there and then, must the life of the female 
infant be considered as forfeited' among the Jharejas along with 
others composing the vast Rajpoot community in Tndia. 

In this context a glance may be profitably paid over the 
early evidences on Infanticide in India. Balfour (1885) dis- 
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by another strong administrator Mr. J. P. Willoughby. 
Against the native custom of infanticide East India Company’s 
Government in India took stern attitude and initiated many 
outstanding measures—coercive, sumptuary, and educative—to 
root out the odius crime. Official records and other instructive 
evidences related to British actions against infanticide in Kattywar 
and people’s reactions to the same were compiled in plenty in 
the last century. These records and evidences are lying scattered 
in various rare publications including the Selections (1856) and 
Wilson’s book (1855). 

In preparing the treatise the Selections in question has 
thoroughly been perused to collate exhaustively documentary 
evidences on anti-infanticide measures in Kattywar and at the 
same time Wilson’s writings have also been consulted to keep 
track with the running history of the multitude of events which 
were Once caused by British Government in Hallar and Muchoo 
Капа districts of Kattywar province within 1805 and 1855. 
Every care has additionally been taken to marshall quantitative 
information in the treatise as completely as possible in harmony 
with all original data. Further, ‘statistical computations have 
especialley been attempted here to" bear out the importance of 
such data which were collected long before the introduction of 
official census of population in India round about 1870. These 
data would be, no doubt, of considerable value in the assessment 
of population characteristics of Kathiawar, Western India in the 
first half of the 19th Century. 

In the source book of the Selections many facts of anthropo- 
logical and Sociological interests have been recorded in dealing 
with the social Problem of infanticide and the same receive 
Special mentioning in this treatise. Rajpoot marriage-system and 
its various expensive prerogatives favouring a privileged circuit 
of matrimonial alliances between families of superior rank and 
status have been focused with all emphasis to pinpoint the funda- 
mental social factor which was inherently responsibe for perpetua- 
Чоп of the abnormal habit among the ruling Rajpoot clan Che 
Jharejas) of Kattywar (Gujarat). The social history р [ашк 
especially to migrational dispersions of the Jharejas from Sind 
downwards to Kutch, Kattywar and other areas of northern India 
has particularly been highlighted here to expose how the peculiar 
Social-religious connections of the Rajpoots (mainly Jharejas) 
With the Mohemedan people of Sind gave birth in the long run 
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far-off places beyond Sind. Consequently, under a severe stress 
and strain these Rajpoot families of Sind had to prefer the 
abnormal practice of destroying their female daughters to be free 
Once for all from inevitable disgrace and humiliation of social 
degradation linked up with the imminent Possibility of marital 
relations with the Muslims. 

Destruction of females of tender ages was a familiar custom 
to the conquering Muslims of Sind and in the adoption of such 
odious means the conquered Rajpoots in the very interest of their 
Own social security drew justified inspiration from their superior 
Muslim rulers of Sind. Cultural borrowing of a Muslim 
practice by the Hindu Rajpoots of Sind seemed to be the most 
Outstanding phenomenon in the social living of the ancestors of 
the Jharejas of Kattywar. The Rajputs continued to observe 
the tradition of such detestful custom even in favourable situation 
Only to make themselves fully distinguished amidst different 
people in their new habitat in Cutch and Kattywar. The descend- 
ants of the Rajpoots of Sind prefered to suffer the harmful 
Consequences of the tradition of female infanticide than to 


strongly amongst the J harejas. Impelling causes for this develop- 
ment have already been discussed above. Tt may be sufficient to 
repeat that their Strong senses of family pride, royal descent, 
martial vanity, rank-consciousness and Orthodox sentiments 
played decisive roles to instil the barbarous practice in their daily 


Jharejas for generation together. "These factors were equally 
responsible to sharpen class-differentiations among them and as 
a result, choice for Suitable marriage-partners for the daughters 
of the families of higher or lower rank became a lasting problem. 
Concurrently, the difficulty of defraying heavy marriage expenses 
continued to loom large before them. It appeared from the 
Unanimous, concurrent testimony of European and Native autho- 
rities about whom sufficient observations have hereafter been made 
in the treatise, that the Jharejas had to sustain the cruel custom 
of female infanticide only to get rid forever of the twin difficulties 
Organically related to (i) procurement of suitable son-in-laws 
from families of equal, if not, higher rank and (ii) defrayal of an 
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heavy amount as marriage-expenses in marrying the adi. 
In these two social factors the real cause for continuation s 
female infanticide in the Jhareja society of Kattywar may be we 
resolved. ™ н 

In the above context the history of administrative actions on 
the part of the then British Government against the orthodox 
usage of famale infanticide in the Rajpoot Society of Kattywar 
(1805-1855) has especially been focussed in this treatise. In 
discussing the history of anti-infanticide movements in Kattywar 
attention has also been concentrated to describe how a small 
native group like the Jhareja Rajpoots who were led by an 
infatuated pride to become destroyers of their own female infants 
experienced a revolutionary improvement in their social outlook 
and behaviour under some corrective measures, 

The entire history of anti 


-infanticide movements in Kattywar 
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this treatise to furnish necessary evidences, documents and 
population statistics from the original source book may resemble 
considerably that of Wilson, but essential departures are there to 
distinguish the present writing. The treatise is more exhaustive 
and elaborate in its contents and the same has been stuffed with 
all important records which haye immediate relevance to the 
issue under review. Every care has also been taken not to exclude 
any original facts and figures of importance. As the original 
source book of the Selections as well as Wilson’s master-summary 
of the materials supplied in the said source book, are very old 
in existence an urgent need for a competent review of the 
valuable materials on Indian Infanticide has been felt by the present 
writer and accordingly, the treatise has been planned and acted 
upon to present a scientific analysis of some rare evidences on 
an ancient Indian custom in question. 

It is urged that the present treatise should be read as a piece 
of document on the forgotten chapter of the infanticide-practising 
people like the Jharejas, Jetwas, Soomras, and Meanas of 
Western India. The treatise is never intended to be an original 
contribution, but the same shall help accretion of significant 
knowledge about the nature and extent of the custom of female 
infanticide in India during the last century. It must be admitted 
that a report on Indian Infanticide written 114 years ago by the 
witnesses and participants concerned has obviously its own right 
10 claim recognition and distinction in the fields of sociological 
anthropological, and demographic researches of to-day in India. 
Under any circumstances, a rich mine of information as available 
їп these old but rare source books on Female Infanticide in 
India has to be exploited anew before they are lost for good. 
With this particular view in mind the merit of the present treatise 
may be appriciated. The treatise is a long one, but it is to be 
noted whether this does not very much arise from the very nature 
and importance of the social issue at hand. The multitude of 
facts and statements including memorandums has been adduced 
only to emphasise the significance of the subject under review 
and to form more concrete and accurate views of the evil nature 


an ancient social practice and its appropriate remedy in 
ndia, 
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first British official who was successful to suppress such odius 
custom at the end of the eighteenth century from amongst the 
Rajkoomars. Naturally, all the horrible facts related to the same 
female infanticide in Cutch and Kattywar caused enormous 
concern to him and he urged immediate abolition of the criminal 
practice from amongst the Jhareja Rajpoots. Fortunately enough, 
for the cause of humanity, a co-adjutor, worthy of Duncan's 
principle was providentially raised up in the military official like 
Colonel Alexander Walker who assumed the charge of British 
Resident at Baroda at that time. He was a valiant fighter to 
institute those enquiries into the problems of killing of female 
infants at birth which paved ultimately the path of effective 
abrogation of the cruel custom in Gujarat. The criminal 
practice of a startling and apalling magnitude was practically 
uprooted from within the Jhareja society after a long and bitter 
battle prosecuted with unparallal vigour, energy and earnestness 
by the then Government of Bombay of East India Company. It 
was obviously no easy task to be accomplished by a group of 
English administrators. It was wellknown that to female 
infanticide belonged “һе fell and the fatal pre-eminence of 
ubiquity as to time and Place, and rank and condition. A 
thorough knowledge of the prevalence and extent of this horrid 
custom, or the agents and means employed in its accomplishment, 
Or the causes or reasons which might have led to its original 
perpetration, and which still tended to perpetuate the same as a 
‘national custom’ or the measures to be adopted or proposed for 
the immediate or ultimate abolition of the crime was, no doubt, 
essential for the British administrators in the very interest of 
their determinant stand against the native custom which gained 
among the Jharejas societal approval and acceptance as some 
inviolable entity for generations together. Col. Walker took the 
lead in exposing why, how and what of the native custom of 
infanticide in Kattywar province and in his daring attempt he was 
given the most active encouragement by Sir Duncan, Governer 
9f Bombay and his Government right in the beginning of the 
19th Century. Sir Duncan graced the Bombay Government > 
Governer in 1795 and immediately before that he had the glorious 
role to play in eradicating similar detestful crime as the British 
esident at Benaras. Я 

In the Parlimentary Papers on Infanticide in India (по. 426) 

Teleased on 17 June 1824, it has been additionally noted that in 
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first British official who was successful to suppress such odius 
custom at the end of the eighteenth century from amongst the 
Rajkoomars. Naturally, all the horrible facts related to the same 
female infanticide in Cutch and Kattywar caused enormous 
concern to him and he urged immediate abolition of the criminal 
practice from amongst the Jhareja Rajpoots. Fortunately enough, 
for the cause of humanity, a co-adjutor, worthy of Duncan’s 
principle was providentially raised up in the military official like 
Colonel Alexander Walker who assumed the charge of British 
Resident at Baroda at that time. He was a valiant fighter to 
institute those enquiries into the problems of killing of female 
infants at birth which paved ultimately the path of effective 
abrogation of the cruel custom in Gujarat. The criminal 
practice of a startling and apalling magnitude was practically 
uprooted from within the Jhareja society after a long and bitter 
battle prosecuted with unparallal vigour, energy and earnestness 
by the then Government of Bombay of East India Company. It 
was obviously no easy task to be accomplished by a group of 
English administrators. It was wellknown that to female 
infanticide belonged 'the fell and the fatal pre-eminence of 
ubiquity as to time and place, and rank and condition. A 
thorough knowledge of the prevalence and extent of this horrid 
custom, or the agents and means employed in its accomplishment, 
ог the causes or reasons which might have led to its original 
perpetration, and which still tended to perpetuate the same as a 
‘national custom’ or the measures to be adopted or proposed for 
the immediate or ultimate abolition of the crime was, no doubt, 
essential for the British administrators in the very interest of 
their determinant stand against the native custom which gained 
among the Jharejas societal approval and acceptance às some 
inviolable entity for generations together. Col. Walker took the 
lead in exposing why, how and what of the native custom of 
infanticide in Kattywar province and in his daring attempt he was 
given the most active encouragement by Sir Duncan, Governer 
of Bombay and his Government right in the beginning of the 
19th Century. Sir Duncan graced the Bombay Government as 
Governer in 1795 and immediately before that he had the glorious 
Tole to play in eradicating similar detestful crime as the British 
Resident at Benaras. 

In the Parlimentary Papers on Infanticide in India (no. 426) 
released on 17 June 1824, it has been additionally noted that in 
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Kathiawar about a thousand female 
destroyed and in its neighbouring province of Cutch, about two 
thousands, though some conflicting estimates declared the 
exaggerated number to be 20,000. Validity of these estimates 
would be enormously clear from Walker’s personal experiences 
and knowledge about which elaborate Observations have been 
made in the following pages. 
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te go deep into the contemporary societal situation of the area 
fo sift out the factors responsible for the thriving custom of 
female infanticide. Mr. Warden in his reply on 6 June, 1805 
dwelt more on the issue in stating that ‘all the Jharejas, or those 
who are of the same caste with the family of the present Raja of 
Kutch’ practised inhuman infanticide. This custom he appre- 
hended to exist also among several other classes on the borders 
of Cutch and again, within Gaekwar’s, or the Pes/nva's, or in 
some quarters of Gujarat itself. Walker was asked to cause 
full enquiry into such evil practice and take appropriate mea- 
sures to restraint people from ‘a practice so abhorrent to all 
principle and natural feeling.” This happens to be the first green 
Signal from the Government of Bombay to go ahead in estab- 
lishing a full-fledged anti-infanticide movement in Kattywar in 
the beginning of the nineteenth century. 

Immediately after Mr. Warden's order was transmitted Col. 
Walker lost no time to execute quick actions. At the very 
Outset, he engaged, as it is known from his letter of 27 July, 
1805, one Soonderji Sewjee of Mandvee in Cutch to supply him 
"information relative to the barbarous practice alluded to' and 
also to ascertain its extent and prevalence in the area under his 
jurisdiction. Walker seemed to be interested to know the real 
state of affair before he could chalk out a master strategy for 
ceusing final abrogation of the detestable and atrocious custom 
of a native group of Western India. As a foreign administrator 
he had obviously to grasp the initial situation in the very interest 
of his administrative policy and accordingly, the native func- 
tionary like Sewjee was entrusted to collect relevant information 
about the practice and the people who adored such odious custom 
from long past. 

Under the circumstances, Sewjee went ahead at the instance 
of the Resident to gather authentic report on ‘the origin and 
Continuation of this practice [among the Jharejas], and in what 
manner the infants are destroyed; also how far this custom is 
Prevalent among the other tribes of Rajpoots, and the шү: 
Of children who may suffer annually from the practice. This 
Significant move was taken on 25 July, 1805. On the otherhand, 
it is equally interesting to learn that it was a native functionary 
Who was first called upon to enlighten the Government with such 
Vital social and demographic information that ought to be 
judiciously utilised in planning any extraneous method for eradi- 
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five to six hundred innocent children per year was no trifling 
matter to him and he remarked to Sewjee that if these children 
were allowed to survive, they could ‘contribute so much to 
increase the population and the consequent prosperity of the 
country.” He urged upon Sewjee to spell out more particulars 
relevant to this horrid situation and in good name of Sewjee’s 
. Own religion he must help his European administrators to inflict 
final blow to such a barbarous habit. Walker added in his letter 
to Sewjee, ‘this custom is the more extraordinary and reprehen- 
Sible as it is expressly forbiddin by the Hindoo laws, and in the 
Brahma Bywant Pooran is called a great crime—in the Pooran 
it being written that killing even a foetus is a criminal as kill- 
ing a Brahmin.’ Sewjee was again reminded that they must 
labour hard ‘to put a stop to such a barbarous custom’ in 
remembering the memorable service of Right Honorable Mr. J. 
Duncan. While in charge of Benaras he once made а heroic 
effort to abolish such inhuman custom practised by another 
&roup of native Indians, namely the Rajkoomars in 1789 by 
getting the people to sign an agreement, by which ‘anyone who 
committed this crime should be expelled from the tribe, and social 
ostracism he would surely face? Walker was extremely eager to 
be acquainted with the actual condition prevailing in the con- 
temporary Jhareja society and he desired very much to rouse 
Sewjee's spirit against the ill-fated custom with the inspiring 
episode of a Britisher who genuinely fought for the well-being 
of Sewjee’s own country people. 

Col. Walker continued his all out drive against that lament- 
able practice for about one and half year more since his initial 
action through Sewjee. That his endeavour in this direction was 
worthwhile is evident from the official record of 3 April, 1807 
in which Bombay Government recommended Walker for his 
actions so far executed amongst the Jharejas. His constructive 
dealings with the Moorve and other Chieftains of Kattywar were 
approved. But any details of such actions and dealings within 
September 1805 and April 1807 are unfortunately not given in 
the source book of the Selections (1856). Nevertheless, it is need- 
less to mention that Col. Walker definitely embarked upon a 
difficult task in laying his hands on a very delicate but com- 
Plicated social usage of a native group of western India. Infanti- 
Cide-practising people of the area were the product of an 
Orthodox feudal society and age-old approval of the society for 
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infanticide was in their favour for generations together. Various 
social, religious, economic and above all psychological factors 
continued to interplay in making the custom of child-killing 
ingrained in their life, Therefore, it was ostensisbly not an easy 
and comfortable job for a British administrator like Col. Walker 
) uch old custom within a stipulated time 
A great risk was involved indeed and yet Col. 
Walker did not hesitate to take a determinate stand against 
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themselves in January 1808 renounced for all generations of 
future the horrible usage of female infanticide. Almost three 
long years Walker took to win the first round of the battle that 
he himself waged with all seriousness against the inhuman social 
custom in question. 

An important and substantial document was submitted to 
the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Bombay, by Col. 
Walker on 15 March, 1808. This document contains a most 
fascinating history related to the origin of infanticide and its 
prevalence amongst the Jharejas. Origin was thought to be not 
remote than 500 years. This historical despatch summaries 
Walker's -scholastic administration of and masterly dealing with 
the serious problem associated with death of female child in 
utter infancy. The document is really a mine of information 
Storing multiple sociological facts and figures about the Jhareja 
Rajpoots and their most barbarous social practice which ‘ever 


€nce either to the wickedness or weakness of 
human nature,’ 
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mately were obliged to migrate into Cutch and retained their own 
religion. Walker remarked that before their migration to Cutch, 
‘the insulated situation of the Jharejas in Sind amongst tribes of 
different classes from themselves, and the expense and risk that 
would attend the sending of their daughters to countries where 
they might be affianced to Rajpoots of a proper descent, had 
impelled the Jharejas to have recourse to Infanticide.’ He noted 
again that ‘in subsequent times, when the migration of the 
Jharejas into Kutch and Gujerat, inhabited by Rajpoots, offered 
abundance of husbands for their daughters, and removed the 
plea for destruction, the custom had been established, and was 
considered as one of their inalienable right.’ 

It may be surmised that it was with a sense of superiority 
of a martial race the Jharejas came to settle in Cutch and Gajarat 
and as they came from a distant country and had many foreign 
and strange habits, and their Devee or household god was 
different from the worship of the other Rajpoots among whom 
they established their forced settlement under the threat of 
Muslim rule, the Jharejas nourished their sense of distinction and 
Superiority in dealing with the early settlers of Cutch and 
Gujarat. They became more and more arrogant and overbear- 
ing in deciding the marriage-fate of their daughters in this new 
country. In whatsoever the practice of Infanticide was introduced, 
the contemporary social and political situations in their new 
habitat must be given due weightage to explain the peculiar 
manner and habit exhibited by the Jharejas. | 

The Јћагеја Chieftains were found to have configured their 
arguments for female infanticide in this line that this custom 
deprived them of much care, vexation, and expense and the 
same had been so long in existence that the heinousness of the 
crime was altogether lost sight of in its antiquity. Accordingly, 
the motive that led to destruction of girls in their infancy might 
have originated in the ‘desire of diminishing the cares and 
expenses attending a numerous family.’ Most significant was 
their social attitude in expressing aversion to relinquish a 
barbarous custom which they conceived ‘to attach renown to 
their caste, and to distinguish it above all the other Rajpoots, 
in this quarter at least. Thus, it is clear that ideal notion of 
superiority, pride, and expensive status played the most vital 
role to influence the social-psychological behaviour of the Jhareja 
Rajpoots in favour of infanticide. Again, apathy and indiffer- 
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way for the common Jharejas. Another method was to throw 
the new-born daughter into a vessel of milk immediately after 
birth. Dhood Pillana (to give milk for drink) was the naive 
expression of the father who wished to destroy his daughter 
right at the nursury. Chieftains of Rajpoot and Jallia explained 
that no merit or demerit should be attached to the act of Dhood 
Pillana or any other cruel method, but more respectable was 
to destroy the daughters by any means. Exception was for the 
fathers only who, if wished, could preserve daughters against all 
criticisms and difficulties. Their wishes were the last determinant 
to be challanged by any one, and even mother had absolutely no 
Say in this context. Rather, reports are there to show that many 
mothers killed their daughters by themselves only to feel 
honoured in doing a very essential and traditional duty towards 
their respective femaily. Complete neglect of the newborn girl 
babies assured their death without the need of actual violence. 
Such was the ill-fate of the Јћагеја daughters. 

Regarding disposal of dead body it is known that usually 
the female attendants (Dai) of the family buried the dead child 
in Kattywar but in Cutch the same was the function of the 
domestic Rajgor who used to receive a coin equvalent in value to 
one-third of a rupee and a meal. Female Rajgor was principally 
the executioner of the female infant in Cutch. Death of a 
daughter was generally viewed by the Jharejas as an infallible 
consequence after its birth and it was considered to be an event 
of such insignificance that a Jhareja was seldom appraised of it. 
It was attended by no ceremony and publicity was avoided. 
Natural affection for daughter-child was overpowered by the 
continued influence of orthodox habits and prejudices, strengthe- 
ned by little selfish views of economy and of domestic advantage. 

To ascertain the number of females who -perished annually 
from infanticide Walker made a through inquiry amongst the 
Jhareja families. Number of total Jhareja families was estimated 
at 1,25,000 and the number of female infants yearly destroyed 
was 20,000. These are the base-line figures which satisfied the 
local administrators in absence of any regular census ennumera- 
tion at that period. In his attempt Jharejas of Kattywar and 
Cutch could not be counted reliably but the names and number 
of Jhareja families inhabiting Hallar and Muchoo Kanta districts 
of Kathiawar were available to Walker. 
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List of families of the different Tribes of Јћагеја of 
Hallar & Muchoo Kanta districts. 


1. Jam Zadeh 40 9. Lakanee 100 17. Нарра 100 
2. Hurdel 500 10. Кипаегуа 100 18. Khumanee 100 
3. Doonguranee 100 11. Ummar 100 19. Kana 200 
4. Seesungeea 100 12. Bharanee 100 20. Rao 400 
5. Kubeer 100 13. Bhananee 50 21. Bulach 100 
6. Rewanee 100 14. Amrun 500 22. Others 500 
7. Weebanee 500 15. Dil 600, 
8. Могапее 500 16. Halla 100 Е 
total; 5390 
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principle and duty. Hootajee, the Chieftain of Kotara Sunganee 
also preserved his daughter. Jhareja Chief of Mallia also 
saved his daughter. It is clear from above that those Jharejas 
who were enjoying high social status and riches could- only 
dare to flout the age-old social custom of infanticide without 
fearing public censure and criticism. Affluent Jhareja families 
being the leaders of the society had no ostensible hindarences 
to show such courage and progressive behaviour, but the 
common, poor Jharejas remained the prey of the ruling forces 
of sentiments, customs and orthodox mentality. 

Regarding inter marrying groups it is observed that the 
Jharejas in general carefully selected their wives from the res- 
pectable Rajpoot families living near or far with first preference 
for the Jhalas. They used to marry daughters of the Jhala, 
Waghela, Gohel, Choorasama, Pirmar, Surweya, Soda, Jetwa, 
Walla and Wadul tribes and they gave in marriage such 
legitimate daughters as they could preserve to any of the above 
groups, but invariably endeavoured to affiance them to highest 
rank or tribe equivalent to their own social status. Interesting 
10 note, illegitimate daughters were never given in marriage to 
Rajpoots, but were bestowed on persons of Muslim faith or on 
Hindus of some inferior caste. It is also known that the 


Jharejas or any Rajpoot néver married a woman bearing the 
same family name. Another notable fact was that the women, 
from whatever caste, destroyed their children when married to 
the Jharejas and never did the same when married to any other. 
This signifies the strong dislike of infant daughters by the 
Jharejas and in which mothers had no say but to subscribe to 
express wishes of husbands and their kins. 

Concubinage was also common among the  Jharejas 
and по social ban ог caste-restrain was in action 
against the formation of such sex-liasons. It had been 
recorded that daughters born of Rakhelees or mistresses were 
attended with little expense or publicity and the motives which 
Prompted the Jharejas to destroy their legitimate female infants 
remained unoperative for the daughters of the Rakhelees. Some 
notable instances may be cited here. Rao Lukput, the grand- 
father of the then Sovereign of Cutch had a daughter by a 
Rakhelee and she was later married to Damajee Gaekwar, This 
Sort of marriage among the Marathas was considered as an 
inferior form of marital union, which was named as Khanda 
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immediate but decisive wane in prestige, pride, affluent living 
and dignified social position of his mistresses who lived as 
nothing but some interested hanger-on, Under the circumstances, 
it is understandable why the Rakhelee-women, irrespective of 
their religious affiliation, resorted to such horrid practice of 
suttee. Psychological repression and loss of nerve seem to be 
some driving force behind such excess in Suttee. 

Walker learnt from responsible sources that the infanticide 
custom of the Jharejas was imitated by the Jetwa Rajpoots who 
ruled over Baroda. They observed the same in complete silence 
and secrecy. Family pride and its preservation was perhaps the 
main contention for which the female infants were destroyed. 
He wrote that ‘the Ranas of Poorbunder have had no grown up 
daughters for more than 100 years and this would be sufficient 
evidence against them.’ 

It has been remarked that the Jharejas were not pure 
Hindus and knew very little of the ordinances of the Brahmins, 
yet they believed in all their legends. Although the religion of 
the Jharejas might have little influence in preventing infanticide, 
the same certainly never authorised the people to kill female 
children at infancy. It is quite interesting that when Rajgor 
was made answerable for the irreligious act of infanticide 
by the king of the legend Jhereja’s sense of ‘sin’ associated with 
the crime of infanticide is apparent. 

Walker reported that this custom was also prevalent 
in past among some tribes in Bengal. Infanticide-practising 
people were identified among Rhatore Rajpoots of 
Jeypoor and Jodhpur, but there was some doubt in 
the authencity of the occurence. It was presumed that Jhuts 
and Mewats (sects of Musalmans) practised the custom. Walker 
was noticed by one Nizam-ood-deen Hussain that the Jhuts of 
Bhurtpore were by that time in habit of putting to death their 
daughters at the moment of their birth, by opium, or by 
strangling. Motive was to remain safe from the disgrace that 
would fall upon them in marrying their daughters to persons 
Of inferior rank, From the same motive Mewats also killed their 
infant-daughters. The Jhut Governers of Hatras (thirty miles 
€ast of Agra) and Jhut Mursan were similarly believed to have 
the custom. It was further noted that some of the Rhatore, 
the Haree of Boondee Kata, the Waish in the Poorub, the 
Jhuts in Hindoostan and some of the Kutahwas of Jeypoor and 
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Name of the Jharejas 


Talookas or Villages 
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Јћагеја Hoteejee 


Dossajee and Koeer 
Suttajee 

Jehajee 

Runmulijee and Koeer 
Lakajee 

Jam Jessajee 
Runmulijee by Verajee 
Kooer 

Dewajee and Koeer 
Nuthoojee 

Boput Sing 
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Kheemajee 

Dewajee 
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Khanjee 

Тејтшјее 

Кћапјее and Bhanjee 
Raising 
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Raebjee 

Jejee Rasanjee 
Ramsingjee 
Mayroojee and Koeer 
Osajee 

Bunajee 

Samutjee 

Phoolajee 

Dodajee 


Когага Sanganee 
Mallia 


Moorvee 
Rajkot 


Nowanuggur 
Sirdhar 


Gondul 


Dherol 
Kursura 
Jallia 
Hurmuteea 
Kataree 
Amba 
Lodeka 
Paal 
Goureedur 
Kotaria 
Wudalee 
Veerwa 
Gudka 
Shapoor 
Kangseealee 
Drappa 


Rajpoor (the Bhyad 
of Kotara Sanganee) 
Barwa 
Mengee 
Seesang 
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Name of the Jharejas 


Talookas or Villages 
- (1) (2) 
УУ ит Soojajee Seesang 
34, $ Mukunjee » А 
Зар ux Soorajee Kuree and Veerpoo 
de. v Pemjee and Wagjee Dedee Molee 
Su. E Kana Mooloo Salodur Wowree 
AU un » Mota » 
BEL UVP »  Rajkajee 
4015 »  Punchanjee 
41. 


е 3 Nuthoojee 33 
42. Koeer Sallajee 


43. Rana Sirtanujee 
44. Kooer НаПајее, Jetwas 


уе 
2. These developments асои 
t of anti-infanticid? 
- This Jehajee offered E 
Ptember, 1807 to accede to Walker’s wishes, 
aughters, Provided 


Of which he had been deprive! 
„Government. This letter of Jhareja Jehajee 0 


caste’. Th: 


for Iecovery of 4 Village ог for 
fellow Jharej 


Cwjee and Јећајсе 9 
- Walker consistently 
unwilling Jharej2* 


FIRST PHASE ОЕ DEVELOPMENTS 41 


like the Јећајсе and his family and he declared that Јећајее 
Thakoor must not expect the friendship of the Company if he 
continued the practice and the relinquishment of the custom of 
infanticide must be unconditional. In one of his letters written 
to Walker on 20 September 1807 Soonderji Sewijee informed 
that the mother of the Raja Jehajee and his brothers had 
represented that ‘the relinquishment of female infanticide will be 
agreed to by us according to the conditions to which Rao Saheb 
of Kutch and Jam Saheb may agree; before then nothing will 
be concluded by us’. In his letter to the mother of Jehajee she 
was appealed to exert her power in persuading her sons to 
desist from the practice, otherwise serious consequenses might 
develop if Walker was forced to use his army which marched by 
that time in the vicinity of Moorvee. 

Persuation and threat constituted the policy of Walker in 
the face of stubborn resistance given by Raja Jehajee in close 
cooperation with other two stalwart Chieftains namely, Rao 
Saheb and Jam Saheb. It appears that these three Jharejas of 
rank and power moved together to foil Company's attempts. A 
significant alliance was forged by these Jhareja Chieftains to fight 
every interferance made by the Britishers in their native believes 
and practices. Female Infanticide is, thus,found to have raised. 


many other problems beyond the ambit of the Jhareja social 
life, Emerging new relations between the Indian native Chiefs 
and the English Power faced a strained situation where the noble 
cause for supression of death of infant daughters turned out 
unfortunately to be a cause for intense conflict and contradiction. 
Such development was perhaps unprecedented. On October 21, 
1807 Jhareja Jehajee wrote to Walker in these lines: *From 
motives of friendship the Honorable Company are urging me to 
preserve my daughters. To this I agree; if the Nowanuggur and 
Gondul Chiefs agree; if they do not preserve their, 1 will not 
do it. His Highess Jam of Nowanuggur and Rao of Cutch were 
principally the fountain-sources of the courage shown by Jehajee 
but Jam and Rao were still to be overpowered fully by Walker. 

Under the circumstances it was becomming more and more 
clear that for a real success of his move against the horrid 
practice Walker would have to win the authority of a Chief of 
acknowledged rank, weight and superiority like the Rao Saheb 
of Cutch. Instead approaching and persuading Rao he thought 
it wiser to make use of a powerful non-Hindu leader of the 
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Muslim of rank and superiority of the contemporary Kattywar 
(Gujarat) took place against a Christian move for a social reform. 
Such was the curious social and political developments th-t 
highlighted the decade in question. 

С Walker became sanguine that due to uncompromisable 
attitide of Futteh Mohamed the Jharejas of Cutch who might be 
regarded as the leaders of Jhareja society of Kathiawar could not 
be convinced to eschew the barbarous custom forever. Though 
Futteh’s latest communication was of moderate tone it disclosed 
a delicate political state of affair for which he did not obviously 
like to incur displeasure of the Jharejas. To understand the real 
state of affair Walker made an interview with Koobeerjee Mehata, 
Agent of Futteh Mohamed, who happened also to be a brother 
of Futteh's Dewan. Koobeerjee revealed very interestingly that 
“the peculiar nature of Futteh Muhamed’s situation obliges him 
to be extremely cautious and conciliatory in his conduct respecting 
the Jharejas. He professes himself to be a servant of the Rao, 
and acts accordingly”. Moreover, Futteh always desired to keep 
good and friendly relations with the Chieftains and Chiefs of the 
Jhareja society only to guard his own interests against his rival 
Hunsrajsha. 'Yo him the business of infanticide concerned the 
Jharejas alone and he personally neither wished to commit nor 
justity the barbarous practice. Under the circumstances, Walker 
had to discard his tactics that he designed to use cleverly 
power and weight of Futteh Mohamed against Jhareja's wicked 
custom. 

By his personel presence amongst the people of Kattywar 
(Gujarat) Walker attempted always to make the best use of 
public opinion for and against infanticide. At one hand, con- 
tinuous pressure and persuation were kept open for the Jhareja 
Chief of Moorve and on the other, appeal to the ‘humanity and 
tenderness congenial to' the woman's feeling was repeatedly 
extended to the mother of the Chief Jehajee. But this move also 
turned out abortive when the mother of Jehajee solicited excuse 
by stating ‘for many years past none of the Јћагеја tribes have 
ever reared their female offspring’. Several public Kucherees 
(audiences) were organised to make frequent discussions on the 
demerits of female infanticide. ‘The enormity of the practice, as 
contrary to the precepts of religion and the dictates of nature’ 
was strongly exposed in these public gatherings to influence and 
educate common people. Changes in the age-old sentiment of 
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surrounded Бу the Mohammedans and subsequently were forced 
to kill their daughters not being able to provide them with 
husbands and thus the custom of infanticide took root in their 
social customs. He was of the opinion that Persia was the 
country which tradition assigned the Jharejas as their residence, 
and that the word Jam was derived from Jamshed, the name of 
a famous Persian monarch. As a social practice the Jharejas 
of Cutch used to marry into all the Rajpoot family of Gujarat, 
of Thurr and Parkur. They desisted from marrying their slaves 
and they liked to maintain Rakhelees even if they did not marry. 

What Dadajee, Chief of Rajkot, presented above was, indeed, 
very useful data for Walker to rouse public sentiment and make 
other Jhareja Chiefs responsive to fresh engagements‘ against 
infanticide in line with Jhareja Dewajee and Kooer Nuthoo, 
Zemindars of Gondul. This significant development took place 
in January, 1808. The said engagement was signed by the Јћагеја 
and Jetwa Chiefs in Kattywar, Jhareja Hatheejee and Kooer 
Bojrajee of Talook Kotra Sangaganee and Shreemunt Rowashree 
Sena Khas Khel Shmrshree Bahadoor (Walker). This event 
ushered a new confidence in Walker who after a good deal of 
labour could pave the solid foundation of official measures 
designed specifically for complete suppression of a custom ‘as 
singular as barbarous and as contrary to the general feelings of 
parents and humanity as ever disgraced the history of man? In 
this historical document the Jhareja Chiefs in question declared 
“їп order of our own good, and out of deference to the Hindoo 
religion, we and our posterity . . . . have given this writing, bind- 
ing ourselves for perpetuity, that from henceforward we shall not 
do such a thing [infanticide]. If we do, we shall be considered 
offenders against the Sirkar. If, in future, any one of our caste 
people be guilty of this act . . . . we shall after expelling him out 
of caste, punish him... X. 

Тће above engagement may be treated as the best reward 
for enormous labour that Col. Walker rendered in response to 
the order of Governor of Bombay. That in spite of every hurdle 
and resistance from the natives he could ultimately persuaded 
the Jhareja Chiefs of Kattywar to sign the said obligatory 
engagement against female infanticide was truely а distinguished 
achievement for Col. Alexander Walker. 

By the end of March, 1808 Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bombay further communicated to Walker that Gaekwar 
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native Government of Baroda should find out PA e 
obtaining periodical notices of the operation of ү һе о | = ‘ia 
making it also a rule to submit one general a M. 
last day of each year, showing how far the amende eh zum 
been acted on and observed ... 2. Imposition of punishm . 
the form of a moderate fine was suggested for every s E 
violation of the said engagement and the amount thus puer 
might be given to those Jhareja indigents who и Aah 
This official despatch bears two very significant directives =. 
were instrumental їп succeeding years to give effect to А 
important developments impregnated with far-reaching po 


ivi : dati r 
to affect the very mode of living of the Jharejas. Directive fo 
*one general statement? for a 


for some systematic census of the pe 


fine from the offenders 


service. Details of the 
ctives would be amply available in the 
following pages. The despatch of March, 1808 Signalizes а new 


perspective in British Administration in Kathiawar by the begin- 
ning of the nineteenth century, 


For the rest of the уе 
Оп the Jharejas and thei 


amilies, in consequence of the engage" 
ments for refraning from 


infanticide” Та December, 1808 Hon. 
Council, Bo 


not repeat the practice. In a countr 


had never been considered criminal 


persons who had 
ale offspring since 


FIRST PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS 47 


the engagements bespeaks the importance of the reformatory 

actions taken by Walker. From this inquisitive list’ of Sewram 

Sudashen which he gathered from Wittoba Dewanjee many facts 

of utmost interest are obtained to indicate the trend of the anti- 

infanticide behaviour of the Jharejas in the post-engagement 
eriod. The facts are summarised below. 


No. of female No. of Name о] Jhareja 


Talook Village child since temale child Heads in whose 
engagements. preserved family such 
since preservation 
engagements was made 
RAJKOT Rajkot — 1 Dadajee 
Kotaria 1 PERI Dessajee 
Gowreedur 1 normal death Moorjee 
KURSURA Kursura 2 2; Каћдоојее, 
Bopoojee 
Radhur 1 1 Dessuljee 
DHEROL _ Јаша 1 normaldeath Јеѕѕајее 
Dherol 1 1 Wuktajee 
Sunoosura дојке 4 Mukjee апа 
his brother 
Suggaramjee, 
Bharajee 
Sea 2 2 Nuthoojee 
and Kunter- 
jee 
Rajepor 2 2 Kursunjee 
and Dahjee 
Jabeeroo 1 1 Dessajee 
Jaiwoojarra 1 1 Jettajee 
Rodea 1 1 Puttabhoy 
Deerukdur 1 1 Veerajee 
Dangur 2 2 Togajee and 
Vuzoobhoy 
АП Talooks : Total : 20 


Thus, it is definitely known that as many as twenty female- 
infants could be well traced alive by the end of 1808. These 
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infants varied from 3 months to 24 months in age and half of 


these female-infants was within 6 months of their life time- 
This statistics with all its limitation remained as a positive proof 
to bear out the revolutionary success of Walker and his native 
officials. Figure for surviving female-infants is, nodoubt, little, 
but it points to the beginning of such a vigorous social- 
psychological development of the people in question that сап 
never be measured in digits. 

The account furnished by Wittoba Dewanjee through 
Sudashen records three fresh cases of child murder. Culprits 
were Jhareja Khanjee of Wuralee villages and J hareja Nuthoojeé, 
the legitimate son of Dewajee, the Raja of Gondul and a less 
known Rajpoot. These three instances of female infanticide 
only confirmed the fact that the Jharejas as a whole had yet tO 
disengage themselves fully from the influence of a malevolent 
Social usage. These acts of killing of female infants add a dis- 
graceful commentary on the promise made by the Jhareja leaders 
and people of rank a couple of months ago. Nevertheless, the 
Company had every right to feel justified in the actions taken БУ 
a competent officer like Col, Walker who accumulated in the 
meantime more encouraging news from Jhareja Jeytajee of 
Moorve to show that Jhareja Moorjee of Dherol, Janajee of 
Nagrawar, Ramabhoy of Rajkot and Sethanee of Dherol had in 
the said period also preserved four more female infants. Thus: 
having such significant and salutory achievement within a short 


» Secretary to Govt. of Bombay: 


had preserved their newly born 
in Dherol many Jharejas attended 


the unique experience of such 
parade of Jhareja fathers wit i 
rightly the happy future of t 
that ‘when once the natural 
resumed their sway, 
cruel and barbarous p 


emotions of parental affection have 
it may reasonably be expected that this 
rejudice will be condemned’, The names © 


р 
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the Jharejas who visited Walker at Dherol Camp on his return 
visit and who recorded preservation of their respective female- 
infants are given below for ready referance. 


T. 


31. 
32. 


Kooer Wuktajee 

2. Dada Abajee 

3. Dada Jetajee, of Dherol Bhyad 
4. Jhareja Jettajee, of Jywa 


Kooer 


Јћагеја 


Poonjajee, of Leala 
Mukoondjee, of Sunoosura 
Mailajee, of Sunoosura 
Moolojee, of Roopee Anna 
Halajee, of Dangur 
Maroojee, of Wagoodur 
Banjee, of Gooletaan 
Puchanjee, of Leala 
Dossajee, of Leala 
Jaymuljee, of Rajpoora 
Jugoojee, of Megpoor 
Baijee, of Veperdee 
Bharajee, of Veperdee 
Ajebjee, of Anundpore 
Hallajee, of Ajamchera 
Dossajee, of Bajorka 
Khandajee, of Babara 
Dhooljee, of Tunole 
Jatajee, of Dagarah 
Moolojee, of Sunsoora 
Togojee, of Dangra 
Huldorejee, of Navejee 
Juktajee, of Navejee 
Jehajee, of Rajkot 
Dadajee, of Rajkot Bhyad 
Dossajee, of Kotaria, Moorve 
Jeeajee, the Raja of Morvee 
Jeesajee, of Jallia 


In this occasion Walker was found to have made gifts of 
cash money to seven Jhareja fathers in high appriciation of the 
good act they performed in preserving life of many female 
infants, This benevolent gesture on the part of the Government’s 
Agent in Kattywar was perhaps designed to make a lucrative 


FI—4 
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Rs. | 
Thareja Jettajee (Rs. 200). А total of о. ПИ 
ate а friendly and P pce \ 
е ы 
їр Wi \ of Kattywar at one hand, and to р | 
pains hne of the natives on the oùe E, | 
Alexander Walker Was, thus, successful in his Mission to achie 
a rare distinction in the social and 
the first decade of the 19th centu к. 
Tn the decade of 1805-1814 many crucial developments w 
effected in accomplishing a Nery: 
of suppression of female infanti 
did almost a miracle when he 
eschew for ever the evil practi 


Nowanuggut 


born resistance to make 

i Jharejas, Не Continued for a considerable 

time to play the Tole of chief ОррозїЧоп leader to foil the refor- 
matory moves of the 


Company. He was the main architect of 
and was also the source of inspi 


Owanugeur could never be 
» ПО serious Steps could be 
found that Chief Jam di 


Signing the di 
binding in n 
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development in the affair of the Chief of Nowanuggur who was 
then found to have signed an engagement? against the practice 
of female infanticide. It seems that Jam Saheeb of Nawanuggur 
could lately perhaps smell near-end of his engagements in matters 
other than infanticide and imminent intervention of British army 
under the leadership of Col. Walker. Use of superior 
forces of the Company created very likely a real threat to the 
native Chief of Nowanuggur. Jam Saheb could no longer dare 
to challenge supreme authority of British Government. 
The engagement was signed by Jam Shree Jessajee on 25 
February 1812 and Shreemunt Rao Shree Sena Khas Khel 
Shumshere Bahadoor (Walker) received the same on behalf of 
the Honorable East India Company -Bahadoor. It was 
Promised by Jam Saheeb that ‘I, my brothers, nephews, etc. all 
the Jharejas of my Talook, passed a writing to the Sirkar, 
binding ourselves not to kill daughters....1 do hereby state, 
that out of deference to the Hindoo religion, 1 and my posterity. . 
bind ourselves in perpetuity, that henceforward we shall not do 
this act, if we do, we shall be considered offenders against the 
Sirkar...Perpetual securities, given for the fulfilment of the 
above writing, are Bharote Meroo Mehta, of Veerumgaum, and 
Bharote Ramdas Nuthoo, of Julsum, who shall be answerable 
for it. This a true writing’. 2 
The last formidable hurdle against intensive campaign 
among the native Jharejas for eliminating fully a custom so 
repungnant to every ‘principle of reason and natural affection’ 
was satisfactorily won by Walker and his Government. Along 
with the grand success over the Chief of Nowanuggur anti- 
infanticide campaign took firmly its grass-root in the traditional 
Society of the Jharejas of Gujarat. Alexander Walker being a 
Christian in faith immortalized himself as а champion in 
ameliorating a dreadful custom of the Jharejas who had the 
Same for about five hundred years at a stretch. 


1. Тће following 


2. The following is the 
ing female infanticide : 
“Whereas the Honorable 


of the two Governments 
3. Extract from 
Muslims : 
The law of Mahom 
ng practise, 


should happen to be 
behaviour ; the birth of 


» where he shall be infes 


су should be Tedu 
d the displeasure and dis 
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Jhareja families in the country 


Tnfanticide, 
l. Baluch 12. Mor 
2. Bottan 13. Rao 
3. Sar Kubur 14. Jessa 
4. Kotee 15. Dessa 
5. Ubra 16. Danrar 
6. Jarria 17. Dettera 
са 7. Guffun 18. Јогеса 
8. Murassee 19. Adreea 
9. Mokara 20. Verak 
10. Kaya 21. Kunerde 
11. Retreea 22. Veem 


text of the agree 


Ог our offs 
Е of our relations апа their 
Prosperity, and for the cri 


› and the rule of th 
Koran 


ed also 
d by P; 


discontinued 


; c- 
ement executed in renoun 


tenet for the 
man custom which 


. PUrying their daughters 


lous by their 
ese reasons reckoned # 


grace which Would follow if they 
made Captives, or to become Scanda 
a daughter being for th 


— © 
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great misfortune, and the death of one as great a happiness. The 
manner of their doing this is differently related. Some say, that when 
an Arab had a daughter born, if he intended to bring her up he sent her, 
clothed in a garment of wool or hair, to keep camels or sheep in the 
desert; but if he designed to put her to death, he let her live till she 
became six years old, and then said to her mother, "Perfume her and 
adorn her, that I may carry her to her mothers"; which being done, 
the father led her to a well, or a pit dug for that purpose, and, having 
bid her to look down into it, pushed her in headlong as he stood behind, 
and then, filling up the pit, levelled it with a rest of the ground. But 
others say, that when a woman was ready to fall in labour, they dug а 
pit, on the brink where of she was to be delivered; and if the child 
happended to be a daughter they threw it into the pit, but if a son 
they saved it alive. This custom, though not observed by all the Arabs 
in general was yet very common among several of their tribes, and 
particularly those of Koreish and Kendeh, the former using to bury their 
daughters alive in Mount Abu Dalama, near Mecca. In the time of 
ignorance, while they use this method to get rid of their daughters, 
Sasaa, grandfather to the celebrated poet Al Farazdak, frequently 
redeemed female children from death, giving for every one two she- 
camels big with young, and a he-camel; and hereto Al Farazdak alluded 
when, vaunting himself before one of the Khalifs of the family of Meya, 
he said, *I am the son of the giver of life to the dead"; for which 
expression, being censured, he excused himself by alleging the following 
words of the Koran: “Не who saved a soul alive shall be as if he had 
saved the lives of all mankind." The Arabs in the murdering of their 
children were far from being singular, the practice of exposing infants 
and putting them to death being so common among the ancients that it 
is remarked as a thing very extraordinary in the Egyptians that they 
brought up all their children ; and by the laws of Lycurgus no child 
was allowed to be brought up without the approbation of public officers. 
At this day, it is said, in China the poorer sort of people frequently put 
their children, the females especially, to death with impunity. 

The wicked practice is condemned by the Koran in several passages, 
one of which, as some commentators judge, may also condemn another 
custom of the Arabians altogether as wicked, and as common among 
other nations of old, viz. the sacrificing of their children to their 14015, 
аз was frequently done, in particular in satisfaction of a vow they used 
to make, that if they had a certain number of sons born they would 


offer one of them in sacrifice. 
Е (Source : SALE'S Koran, Preliminary Discourse, р. 174, 
edited by T. Maiden). 
4. 'The text of the engagement in ques 
In the month of January 1808, the following Engagement against 
Infanticide was obtained by Lieutenant Colonel A. WALKER 
у from the JHAREJA and JETWA CHIEFS in Kattywar :— 
gagement passed by ТНАВЕТА HATHEEJEE and KOOER 
ВОТВАТЕЕ, of Talooka Kotra Sangagance, to SHREEMUNT 
ROWASHREE SENA KHAS KHEL SHUMSHREE BAHADOOR 


1801,— 


ton runs as follows : 
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and the HONORABLE COMPANY, dated Poush Shoodh Sth, 
Sumvut 1864 (д.р. 4th January 1808). 2 E. 
From the commencement it was a custom in our Jhareja caste n 

to preserve the lives of daughters. On this both Governments, pe 
expounding the Shaster of this subject, and pointing out to us the he 
of the Hindoo religion, stated that it is written in the "Brumhu уум Я; 
Роогап,” (а sacred work,) that whoever commits this act, his sin is hr. 
that is, it is equal to “Gurbhu Hutya," the killing of an infant in de 
womb,) and “Brumhu Hutya,” (the killing of a Brahmin,) so that 


hairs on the person of the said woman; and afterwards, when he 15 Бога 


Ghat” (paralytic stroke). In this mani 
to us. In order-for our own good 


our sons and grandsons, and our 


ave given this writing, binding ourselves 
for perpetuity, that from henceforward we shall not do such a thing. If 
we do, we shall be considered offenders against the Sirkar, If, in future, 
any one of our caste people b 


€ guilty of this act, and it shall come to 
our knowledge, we shall after expelling him out of caste, punish him, 
as an atonement for the deed done, according to the Shaster and the 
will of the Sirkar. 


(Signed) Jhareja Hatheejee 
and Kooer Bojrajee 


» containing informa- 


» according to their 
Agreement, have Preserved their Daughters, and those whom it 


‚ from inquiry, have put them to death. 
TALOOKA RAJKOT, AND Внүдр 


јее Ваз Preserved his daughter, a 
Оп this account, She i 
Dessajee, of Kotaria Village, h 
who has been Preserved, and is now nine months old, He has given her 
the name of Jejeeba, 


Jhareja Moorjee, ој 
female child prematurely born, 
was in imminent danger, but she 


This man’s wife has a 


which died in its birth. The mother 
recovered, 


Jhareja Rahdoo; 


jee had a daughter four months ago, which he 
has preserved. 


ughter six month since, that is now 
D Ur village, has Preserved his female 
infant, born three months ago. 
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DHEROL AND BHYAD 


Jhareja Jessajee, of Jallia village, had a daughter, which died a natural 
death one month after its birth. 

Jhareja Wuktajee, of Dherol, had a daughter two and a half months 
since, which is living. 

Jhareja Mukjee and his brother, of Sunoosura village, have each 
had a daughter, who are now nine and twelve months old. 

Jhareja Suggaramjee, of Sunoosura village, has also a female child, 
five months old. 

Јћагеја Bharajee has a daughter four months old. 

Jhareja Nuthoojee, of Sea village, has preserved his daughter, who 
has now arrived at eight months age. 

Jhareja Kunterjee, of the same village, has a daughter seven months 
old. 

Jhareja Kursunjee, of Rajepoor, preserved his daughter, ten months 
old. : 

Jhareja Dahjee of the same village, has a female infant nine months 
of age. 

Jhareja Dessajee, of Jabeeroo, has a daughter of seven months. 

Jhareja Jettajee, of Jaiwoojarra; his daughter is ten months old. 

Jhareja Puttabhoy, of Rodea, has a daughter of six months. 

Jhareja Veerajee, of Deerukdur; his daughter is five months old. 

Jhareja Togajee, of Dangur, has daughter of six months. 

Јћагеја Vazoobhoy, of the same place, has a daughter of three months. 


VILLAGE OF WURALEE 


Jhareja Khanjee; his son has put his female infant to death. " 
Jhareja Nuthoojee, of Gondul, who is the legitimate son of Dewajee, 


the Raja of Gondul, has also sacrificed the life of his daughter. This is 
affirmed by a number of people, but no one has yet come forward to 


substantiate it. 


It is also said that another Rajpoot has put his daughter to death, 


but this is only a report. 
Female Children who have been preserved m 20 
Died a Natural Death is d 2: 
Put to Death e ES 3 
Total +.: 25 


By an inquiry of one month, the aforementioned information has 
been acquired; but these people are great vagabonds, and it is with great 
difficulty that they can be discovered in putting their female issue to 
death. I have, however, taken proper measures to ascertain all parti- 


culars on this int i bject- 
is interesting subjec Gane) ОВА DEWANIEE 


6. On the 25th February 1812, the following renewed Engagement 
against the practice ој Female Infanticide obtained from ТАМ 
JESSAJEE, Chief of Nowanuggur :- 

Engagement passed by Jam Теззадее, of Nowanuggur, to Shreemunt 

Rao Shree Sena Khas Khel Shumshere Bahadoor and the Honorable East 
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India Company Baha 


door, 
(AD. 25th Febru 


1868 
dated Falgoon Shoodh 13th, Sumvut 


inti the way 
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: (Signed) 1 
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CHAPTER 3 


SECOND PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS : RENEWED 
MOVEMENT AGAINST INFANTICIDE : 1816-1825 


Mr. J. В. Carnac, Resident at Baroda and Captain Е. D. 
Ballantine, Asst. Resident at Baroda were jointly responsible 
to make an administrative appraisal of the contemporary social 
condition of the Jharejas with special reference to their evil 
practice of female infanticide. In 1807-08 а census type of 
enquiry among the Jharejas revealed that only 20 female-infants 
were preserved for the first time. This figure was considered 
significant enough to uphold the beneficial impact of the refor- 
matory measures which were taken by the previous British 
Resident at Baroda, namely, Col. Alexander Walker on 
behalf of the East India Company. Execution of all obligatory 
Engagements with the Jharejas raised genuine hopes that the 
people in question would never go back henceforth to their 
age old custom of*female infanticide. British Government was 
content with the happy progress in Kattywar and no doubt, the 
directive for compiling annual data to reveal how far the 
‘amended system’ had been acted on and observed by the 
Jharejas since the Engagements was issued very timely to 
provide with some ready attention on the problem. Introduc- 
tion and functioning of a suitable machinery for such special 
type of enumeration constituted the guarantee of the action 
proposed, but nothing particular in this regard was available in 
in Walker's lengthy despatch of 15 March, 1808. Р 

Almost a decade later on 20 June, 1817 Capt. Ballantine 
being entrusted to review the situation which emerged in the 
Jhareja society in consequence of anti-infanticide Engagements, 
submitted his observations to the British Resident A Baroda. 
He produced some sensational evidences to show that ‘measures 
Or means have yet been insufficient to give all the effect and 
check to the possible secret commission of the crime, under 
inherent prejudice, so much to be desired. . That 63 female 
childern saved bear no proportion to the probable population 
Of the Jharejas in the peninsula during the long period of 10 
years,..Our measures have not been such as we might have 
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ber 
hoped. . in the Talook of Drappa, where out of a reputed num 
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Age of the No. of Age of the | No. of 
child. daughters. | child. daughters. 
4 months 3 7 years 4 
О 75 2 se 1 
E 5 9, 1 
24 ы, 13 1042 2 (married) 
3 years 9 ll , 2 
ПЖЕ 4 YAS 1 
5 » 7 15955 ] (married) 
6 » 7 207 + 1 (married) 
Total : 63 


Not categorically established by concrete cases in Ballentine's 
letter to Carnac, meagre number of 63 daughters that could be 
Preserved by the Jharejas appeared extraordinarily dispropor- 
tionate to the probable Jhareja population in Kattywar 
(Gujarat) after ten years. Whatever merit may be assigned to 
allantine's findings it appears clear that the spirit of the 
Ngagements that the Jharejas themselves agreed to obey for 
Perpetuity were eventually overpowered by the forces of senti- 
Ments and orthodox feelings of the people. Under the circums- 
tances, it is not difficult to visualise that strict vigilance that was 
kept over the Jharejas ја! the time of Walker slowed down 
definitely on the part of the Company's officials in the said 
Period and as a result the old practice of infanticide relapsed 
and/or continued secretly amongst the Jharejas with full vigour- 
Capt. Ballantine’s despatch made a sad commentary over 
Walker's singular achievement in Kattywar and this despatch was 
treated as a ‘melancholy statement’ by the Government of 


Bombay, Mr. Warden, Chief Secretary. commented to Captain 


of 6 very fact of preservation 
ас (19 September, 1817) that the Very re Cia д 


Of 63 female children proved the efficacy of B : 
F (4 АҮ 

Since Walker, but it reflected, of 00100, dT i 
fee tance of the horrid practice. Strict order was à 
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under control. ‘It is by association, and a constant attention 
that they [Jharejas] are to be reclaimed’—this is the essence of 
Walker’s wise counsel for the Company’s officials working 
amongst the Jharejas. 

With a rich fund of experiences on the peculiar societal 
situation of the Jharejas Col. Walker made a clear exposition of the 
policy which the Company’s Resident at Baroda should follow for 
the very interest of British administration in Kattywar (Gujarat). 
To him suppression of an evil custom of the natives in question 
was never an ordinary issue in routine administration of the 
Government. In spite of his disassociation with India Walker 
could not disengage himself from the problem of Infanticide in 
Gujarat. East India Company and its Directors used his expert 
Opinion and suggestion in their dealings with the Jharejas and 
accordingly, it is found that all the proceedings which were held 
оп infanticide used to be placed before Walker for necessary 
comments and guidance. In another remarkable and lengthy 
memorandum Walker was found to have dwelt more elaborately 
on the same subject of female infanticide. This memorandum 
was submitted again to Mr. J. Dart, Secretary to the London 
office of East India Company on 27 August, 1819 and it contains 
some of his significant observations on the proceedings drawn in 
India on the issue of Infanticide and the Jharejas. This docu- 
ment reveals in essential outline the main trend of developments 
that took place since Walker’s departure among the Jharejas 
in their relations with the Resident and his officers. As these 
Proceedings contained important findings on the extent and 
Prevalence of female infanticide during 1808-1818 Walker had 
no difficulty to visualize the vicissitudes that prevailed an, 
Kattywar after his regime. He commented on these findings in . 
these concluding lines : ‘as the enforcement of the engagement 
must now be infinitely more difficult by the long neglect ана 
disuse of its provisions’ and consequently, ‘the Jharejas have now 
found out that the engagement, which was at first 50 reluctantly 
yeilded and strenuously urged, means almost nothing, since it 
may be eluded with impunity, may be violated without detec- 
tion, and without reproof. oF 

Walker apprehended that the Jharejas by this time had 
already taken it for granted that there would be little danger in 
Violating the engagements as the British Government was no 
longer maintaining that much of systematic and awful’ 
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suggested to reach ‘the bosom and understanding’ of every 
Jhareja and at the sametime Government was advised ‘to 
punish such outcastes of human nature by withholding from 
them every mark of confidence and regard, as well as by inflict- 
ing pains and penalities, according to the nature of the case’ ої 
child-murder, (c) every birth in any Jhareja family had to be 
carefully recorded by the Administrators concerned and in 
doing so one should be alert enough to watch the degree of 
social rejoicing in a family in which a birth had taken place. 
Invariably the Jharejas kept themselves in absolute reticence to 
disapprove birth of a female infant and such overt behaviour of 
the members at the time of the birth of a daughter would serve 
as an excellent indicator of the unfortunate situation. Govern- 
ment officers should not have much trouble to confirm the sex 
of any new-born baby in any one of the Jhareja families from 
neighbours and other local sources, (d) British Resident at 
Baroda should report at least every three months for the 
coming first year or two to make up gaps in demographic 
knowledge about new births in each Jhareja village and when 
this measure would be found giving unbroken chain of informa- 
tion of all births—male or female—among the Jahrejas then: 
and only then an annual report might be compiled for necessary 
actions in future. Walker advised to engage the Jhareja Chiefs 
themselves to prepare the returns of births, of both males and 
females, for their onward transmission to the British Agent at 
Baroda. This system of census of newly born children by the 
Jharejas themselves would not only minimise Government 5 
botherations and inconveninces, it would also compel the habi- 
tual offenders to mend themselves in the very interest of the 
assigned duty of their Chiefs, (е) Walker favoured ‘a court of 
Punchyat аз the most prudent and legitimate means for the 
examination’ of the concealed information about infanticide, and 
(f) presentation of some trophies like silver medal to those 
Jharejas who might have saved their daughter was also desired. 

In this connection the Board of Directors at London was 
appraised that the Jharejas were not the singular group Im habit 
of killing female infants. This custom was again traced among 
the Rhatores of Jeypoor and Jodhpoor, the Haree of Bondee 
Kota, the Waish in the Poorub, the Jhuts in Hindoostan and 
various Rajpoot tribes remotely situated from each other. The 
Mewats, a sect of Muslims but whose ancestors were Hindu 
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were also in habit of female infanticide, Prevalence of this dread- 
ful custom among so many native groups of India was not un- 
known to the Jharejas who should not, therefore, be treated аз 
an isolated and exceptional people in the context of the anti- 
infanticide movement by the European officers of the Company- 

Walker argued to explain such wide prevalence of the 
custom in this line that ‘although we have not discovered the 
motive that has led so many people to adopt this unnatural and 
remarkable custom, it is probably among them all to be ascribed 
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‘renewal of the decennial engagements with the Kattywar Chief- 
tains’. This move on the part of the Court of Directors at 
London shows what serious eminence the odious custom of in- 
fanticide did achieve in the eyes of the British Administrators at 
that time. The native Jharejas acquired distinction not only in 
India but also in England. 

Extracts from a minute that was drawn by the Hon. Mount- 
stuart Elphinstone, Governor of Bombay, in his Camp Mallia on 
9 January, 1821 testify to the renewed actions on the part of the 
European officers against infanticide. The Governor himself 
went amongst the infanticide-practising people to assess the cur- 
rent system related to the observation of the custom. He noted 
that no punishment for infanticide had yet been inflicted on the 
cffenders, though births of about 100 female infants only since 
the Engagements were registered to highlight the very slow pro- 
cess of improvements in the third decade of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. Elphinstone admitted that no effectual check could yet be 
imposed on the atrocious practice because the same was com- 
pletely congenial to the general feeling of the people. He 
observed that employment of some hired agents, according to 
Major Ballantine, whose duty would emphatically be to detect 
offenders in the Jhareja families, would be а preposterous 
measure. He apprehended that such measure would lead to so 
much intrusion into most private and domestic proceedings of 
the superior castes (among whom infanticide was very largely 
prevailing) that ultimately the very purpose in view would meet 
a tragic end. Elphinstone ruled out, thus, the scope of engaging 
hired agents against the Jharejas. Accordingly, Mr. J. B. 
Simson, Secretary to the Right Honourable the Governor on tour 
addressed to the local Government officers that the Government 
did not think it proper and prudent ‘to authorise the employ- 
ment of regular informers for the purpose of detecting instances 
of this atrocity. This abnormal measure would be a wrong 
precedent which happened to be ‘entirely unconnected with reli- 
gion and unsupported by the opinicn of the bulk of the com- 
munity even in this country where it exists. This significant 
апа precautionary step was promptly taken only to snap out a 
Wrong move that was very strongly championed by Major 
Ballantine. This event shows how effectively Walker's judicious 
Suggestions prevailed over premature judgments of some young 
British army officers who had yet to learn the intricacies involved 
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о о о > 
ее B Зе: 
HE 2% 2 58 33 Зав 
Bg ES Без ERE, 29 ESG 
sg с dn. за ње зер 
ZA Ze А5 ZS <a 2 &.9 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
1. Hallar 1. Gowree- 1. Gowreedur 2 4m and П yr 2 
dur 
2. Kotaria 2. Kotaria ил ур 1 
3. Shapoor 3. Shapoor 1 бу 1' 
4. Veerwa 4. Veerwa 1 4m 1 
5. Lodeka 5. Lodeka П ух 1 
6. Paal 6. Paal 2 5 yr and 2 yr 2 
7. Drappa 7. Drappa 5 4yr, 34 yr, 8 m, 
12 days and 1 yr 5 
8. Dherol 8. Bodee 6 10 yr, 7 уг, 5 yr, 
1} yr 5 yr and 
1i yr 6 
9. Radur 3 3yr,6yrand3 yr 2 
10. Intallo 1 А 1 
11. Khukra 2 1 yr and 2 yr 2 
12. Sulla 1 13 yr 1 
13. Dangra 1 13 yr 1 
14. Morpoor 2 4 yr and 3 yr 2 
15. Rajpurroo ПЕ 7 буг 1 
16. Lealoo 8 4 yr, 2 yr, 7 yr, 
1 yr, 3 yr, 6 т, 
10 yr, 18 yr 8 
17. Mallia 3 18 yr, 18 уг, 28 уг 3 
18. Changudur 4 7 yr, 5 уг, 1 yr, 
Motoo 2 yr 4 
19. Changudur 1% 5х 1 
Мапоо 
20. Bhuthu луг 4 
Vurlu 
21. Chunpuree 4 2 yr, 4 уг, 1 yr 
2 yr 2 
22. Rajeya 3. yn ВА 
23. Khengarkoo 1 22 yr i 
24. Sunosra 6 3 yr, 6 yr ур 
20 уг, 15 уг, 10yr 2 
25. Gudroo ELO S à 
26. Khejuriyóo в ЖА 
27. Soothurpur 1 2 yr 1 
28. Gondul 14 бт 5 yr, 6 m, 13 


2d, 5 yn 5 yt 
15 yr, 7 yr, 2 уг, 
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6) 
(D 0) Nc, a © : 
1 
14. Bhoo- 98. Bhudooa 1 1yr 15 days 
dooa 3 
15. Megnee 99. Megnee 3 2 yr, 1 yr, 2 yr 7 
16. Кајршта 100. Rajpurra 1 4 yr 1 
101. Hurmuteyoo 1 2 yr 5 
17. Wurpur 102. Wurpur 2 2 yr and 3 yr 
Kuridur Kuridur 2 
2. Мисћоо 18. Моог- 103. Моогусе 2 7 yr and 4 yr 
Kanta vee 
All Provinces : Total Daughters: 266 ` Total Parents: 231 
Note : Уг = year. 


> та = month; а = day. 
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renewed and extensive interferences into the custom of infanticide 
at the instance of the Court of Directors, East India House, 
London. It seems that the Jharejas who swung back to the old 
custom of infanticide due to inefficient and careless super- 
visions of the Company’s officials since departure of Walker had 
very promptly later acted upon the Engagements in order to 
avoid penalties and displeasures of the British Resident at 
Baroda. As a consequence, about two-thirds of the total 266 
female births were reported to have occurred within the period of 
1817-1824. Carnac and Ballantine remarked that from 1807 to 
1817 the Jharejas flouted the agreement of the Engagements very 
aggressively and as a result only 63 females could be detected 
by Ballantine by the middle of 1817. But, Barnewall’s record 
of newly born and slightly grown up girls presents a happier 
picture. Lastly, it may be pointed out that out of these 266 
females not more than 15 per cent were 10 years and above in 
age at the time of Barnewall’s demographic enquiry. 

Stupendous task performed by Barnewall in collecting the 
demographic data in question from almost every nook and 
corner of Western peninsula of Gujarat repaired very largely 
the damages occurred in the last decade due to serious lack of 
proper check against the evil practice of infanticide. His intimate, 
constant contacts with and experiences about the Jhareja society 
enhanced the scope of more successful implementation of Com- 
pany’s policy related to quick annulment of infanticide from 
Gujarat. Barnewall’s well-meaning activities paved the way for 
future smooth running of British administration of a difficult peo- 
ple. It is learnt from one document of the time that for about an 
year Barnewall had to work hard in consolidating Government’s 
effective command over the people and the situation. He was 
asked in March, 1825 to explain the measures that he did adopt 
against the practice and to assess most significantly the pos- 
Sibility of creating an Infanticide Fund as noticed by Mr. J. B. 
Simson, Secretary to the Right Hon. the Governor of Bombay 
as early as January of 1924. A policy favouring creation of an 
Infanticide Fund out of the penalties exacted from the Jhareja 
Offenders happened to be in the contemporary ишаа yery 
critical move which would have a far-reaching impact on the 
People under reference. Proposal for an Infanticide Fund ins- 
tituted а conspicuous development in the history of British 


administration in Gujarat. 
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In this connection Barnewall submitted a statement showi 
amount of fine levied in the peninsula of Kattywar fro: 
to 1824. Altogether eleven Jhareja proprietors had to 
Rs. 40,233-1-333, but the entire amount was credited 
cover military expenses incurred in the Company's. expeditio. 
against the Komaun insurrection. 

From another statement of Barnewall it is interestingly 
gathered that the Jharejas were divided into four groups accord- 
ing to four Ranks (classes) in their society and the amount of 
marriage-expenses varied according to the Rank or Class of the 
Jhareja family concerned. It was estimated that the Jhareja 
families of the highest rank used to incur Rs. 30,000 in the mar- 
riage of a single daughter, where as the Jharejas of the second 
rank spent Rs. 12,000 per daughter in her wedding. Marriage- 
expenses per daughter in the families of third and fourth rank 
were Rs. 3,000 and Rs. 1,500 respectively. This shows how 
lavish and imprudent were the Jharejas. Family pride and vanity 
for superior status dragged the Jharejas to such a precarious 
limit that they did not even hesitate to run grave risk of 
insolvency. Barnewall estimated that in the marriages of all 
daughters who were living by June, 1824 the Jharejas of all ranks 
would ultimately have to spend as high as Rs. 3,55,500 and 
of this estimated amount the Jharejas of the first two superior 
ranks alone would have to contribute Rs. 72,000 in giving marri- 
ages of only 3 daughters. Under the circumstances, if any Jhareja 
father, particularly of the lowest rank was found to have com- 
mitted infanticide to save his family from sure ruin his offence 
has, of course, to be merited with immediate reference to orthodox 
dictates of his society of that period. 

Ostentatious mode of living of the wealthier Jharejas seems 
to be one of primary social factors that led them to indulge a 
Peculiar psychological satisfaction in female infanticide. Inele- 
gant actions causing annhiliation of female infants only signify 
how the common Jharejas played fast and loose to escape once 
for all unavoidable pressure of extraordinary marriage expenses 
in future. But to the well-off Chieftains’ families: excessive 
Marriage-expenses were no impellent cause for infanticide, rather 
their strong motive for preservation of family nobility and status 
Was responsible for such detestful custom. Two different and 
distinct motives for female infanticide are. thus, found to have 
existed in the Jhareja community but each motive had its own 
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ments which were executed by the Jharejas at the time of Walker. 
This is definitely ап important development of the decade in 
question to show the stern attitude of the British Government. 
To enforce forthwith discipline and|or submission the native 
King of Gaekwar himself was brought under vehement pressure 
On behalf of the Jhareja community as a whole. The Gaekwar 
Durbar could not escape the superiority of the Company’s might 
and intelligence. His Highness had to agree with the proposal 
of Newnham and in a memorandum dated 9 August 1825, the 
Gaekwar Government pledged to stand firmly by the decisions 
of the Government of Bombay. Decisions were (1) imposition 
of fines on ‘disturbers of peace’ and (2) redistribution of the 
fine-amount among the needy Jharejas to meet the marriage 
expenses of the daughters who might have been preserved. It 
is clear from the above that the Gaekwar Government stood as 
а surety in the Court of the East India Company. The memo- 
randum clearly exposes the subdued position of the native rulers 
of Baroda who merely for a wicked custom of the Jharejas had 
to surrender miserably to the strong will of the foreign adminis- 
trators. Female Infanticide, a social practice of a Rajpoot group 
like the Jharejas prevailed so significantly over the contemporary 
political situation that the emerging socio-political relations 
between the native Indians and the alien Britishers had to face 
a new phase of orieniation. And in this new phase Mr. J. P. 
Willoughby turned out as the most important official agency to 
reshape the destiny of the Jharejas and other inhabitants of 
Kattywar, Cutch and Baroda. For satisfactory reform of the 
Unfortunate institution of female infanticide both the names of 


vag and Willoughby shall remain immortal in the social 
ustory of Gujarat, if not of India à 
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ments which were executed by the Jharejas at the time of Walker. 
This is definitely an important development of the decade in 
question to show the stern attitude of the British Government. 
To enforce forthwith discipline апдјог submission the native 
King of Gaekwar himself was brought under vehement pressure 
On behalf of the Jhareja community as a whole. The Gaekwar 
Durbar could not escape the superiority of the Company’s might 
and intelligence. His Highness had to agree with the proposal 
of Newnham and in a memorandum: dated 9 August 1825, the 
Gaekwar Government pledged to stand firmly by the decisions 
of the Government of Bombay. Decisions were (1) imposition 
of fines on ‘disturbers of peace’ and (2) redistribution of the 
fine-amount among the needy Jharejas to meet the marriage 
expenses of the daughters who might have been preserved. It 
is clear from the above that the Gaekwar Government stood as 
а surety in the Court of the East India Company. Тће memo- 
randum clearly exposes the subdued position of the native rulers 
of Baroda who merely for a wicked custom of the Jharejas had 
to surrender miserably to the strong will of the foreign adminis- 
trators. Female Infanticide, a social practice of a Rajpoot group 
like the Jharejas prevailed so significantly over the contemporary 
political situation that the emerging socio-political relations 
between the native Indians and the alien Britishers had to face 
а new phase of orieniation. And in this new phase Mr. J. P. 
Willoughby turned out as the most important official agency to 
reshape the destiny of the Jharejas and other inhabitants of 
Kattywar, Cutch and Baroda. For satisfactory reform of the 
Unfortunate institution of female infanticide both the names of 


ken and Willoughby shall remain immortal in the social 
‘story of Gujarat, if not of India. > 
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THIRD PHASE ОЕ DEVELOPMENTS : 
ANTI-INFANTICIDE MOVEMENT INTENSIFIED : 1826-1836 


In the preceeding decade British Government’s positive 
threat to impose heavy penalty for each act of female infanticide 
and clear assurance for liberal financial help from the Infanticide 
Fund to meet abnormal marriage expenses were liable to create 
a mixed feeling of horror and gratitude amongst the Jharejas. 
At one hand, the wealthier and more sentimentally-oriented 
Jhareja Chiefs were compelled to re-evaluate their social think- 
ing about the age-old custom of infanticide, while on the other, 
the indigent Jharejas found every reason to welcome Govern- 
ment’s benevolent move to grant cash help in marriage осса- 
sions from a promising fund, the deposits of which would accrue 
from the fines exacted from the Jhareja offenders concerned. It 
appears that the increasing volume of the Fund’s deposits cons- 
tituted a sure indicator of good supervision and vigilance on 
the part of the Government officers stationed at Gujarat and 
concurrently, judicious disbursement from the same Fund was 
another yard stick to measure the efficacy of the anti-infanticide 
policy of the British Government. Truely speaking, Infanticide 
Fund became a living symbol of the efficient administration of 
the Resident at Baroda and his subordinates. 

Creation and organisation of the Fund had obvious implica- 
tions in the life and living of the Jharejas. As per political 
agreement the Jhareja Chiefs were required to pay certain 
amounts as annual revenue (tributes) to the Eritish rulers and 
the amount of tribute had meanwhile systematically been fixed 
for perpetuity according to the Rank of the individual Chief 
at the instance of Col. Walker. The Jhareja Chiefs agreed to 
make such payments without any grudge as the matter was 
critical in character. But to pay ‘any extra revenue beyond the 
tribute’ for observing a traditional custom like female infanticide 
Was definitely not a trifling issue to them. In the question of 
annual tributes payable by the C hiefs the ordinary Jharejas used 


to pay individual share of taxes to their a 
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common interest of their village-settlements. But in И 
that ‘extra’ payment to Meet the penalty for misdeed of infan usi 
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lessons for the Jharejas of other Talooks which were still left 
free from close administrative scrutiny. It is needless to em- 
phasise that the Jharejas as a whole came to realise by this time 
the painful consequences that they would surely have’ to bear for 
every act of killing female infant in any family. 

From the notes of the Karkoons' it is gathered that in the 
town of Santulpoor 4 daughters were preserved. They were all 
new born babies within the age-level from 13 months to 2} months. 
Secondly, in the village of Purr 2 daughters were recorded alive. 
One was 12 months old and the other was 2 months in age. 
Thirdly, in the village of Barra 4 daughters were saved and the 
eldest of them was 144 months and the youngest was 24 months 
in age. Fourthly, in the village of Charunka only one daughtet 
(162 months old) was found. Fifthly, in the village of Sonetee 
again only one female infant (about 10 months in age) was 
saved and lastly, in the village of Limbonee another newly born 
daughter (26 days old) was found. Age of each daughter has 
been calculated with reference to the particular date of 16 
August, 1828 when such cases of preservation were made public 
to the Government of Bombay. Extremely young age of the 
female children under reference only exposes the truth that the 
Jhareja parents concerned were very recently compelled to 
remould their attitude towards female offsprings. Act of pre- 
servations in this context was very recent in origin among the 
people concerned. s 

Apart from Miles’ report another interesting communication 
(31.7.1928) from Mr. D. A. Blane, Asst. Political Agent, 
Kattywar, to Mr. Newnham, Chief Secretary to the Government 
of Bombay helps substantially to follow the tract of develop- 
ments which were effected after 1825. It is known that the British 
Officers were still carring out persuations and encouragements to 
win the hard core of the Jhareja community. Infanticide Fund 
was at the same time activated to inflict pain and ruin on the 
offenders. Presents were made to those jharejas who happened 
to preserve female children. He reported that zn 1827 
Nowanuggur Talook alone gave 171 female individuals during 
an enumeration and this figure showed an increase of 95 over the 
number recorded last by Barnewall: But such substantial increase 
Was precisely due to omissions in the former enquiry of Barnewall, 
as remarked by Blane. Nevertheless, the very fact that the 

owanuggur Jharejas could preserve so many female children was 
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tion in the Jhareja society to offer them readily a fine plea for 
the barbarous crime and its inviolability. 

Blane argued that the inordinate expenses of marriages might 
have induced the poorer Jharejas to go readily for 
female infanticide, but strangely enough, preservation of female 
child was equally unknown in the most wealthy families of the 
Jhareja community. The factor of family pride remained, thus, 
` to be a determining socio-psychological drive which could hardly 
be dealt with any coercive or conciliatory method so far under- 
taken in Kattywar. What Blane attempted to hint posed, no 
doubt, a serious question to the contemporary Government 
Officials who were at the helm of native administration in 
Kathiawar. 

It is further known from him that among the Rajpoots other 
than the Jharejas equality of rank and wealth was the chief con- 
sideration in contrating marriages. By the middle of 1828 in the 
principal Rajpoot talook like Nowanugger, Gondul, Rajkot, 
Moorve or Dherol the Jhareja Chief himself or one of his nearest 
Bhyad showed marvellous allegiance to the Engagements by pre- 
Serving quite a good number of female offsprings. "Though in past 
the Rajpoots in general were notoriously famous for the infanti- 
cide crime yet the Jhareja Rajpoots were the singular exception in 
continuing the crime even in the nineteenth century. With all 
power and economic advantages at their command the British 
Rulers had yet to penetrate the orthodox understanding of the 
traditional custom of the Jharejas.’ This truth was admitted by 
Mr. J. Bax, Secretary to the Government of Bombay in his letter 
of 9 September, 1828 to Blane. Bax wrote: ‘progress hitherto 
made has not been so marked and effectual as could be wished." 

To continue the history of anti-infanticide campaign in 
Kattywar it may be pointed out that in spite of absence of any 
Spectacular achievement Government's efforts were kept unabating 
to improve the highly disbalanced sex-ratios among the Jharejas 

egular enumerative-checks of female birth were in progress 
lo gather concrete demographic data on annual growth. of Jhareja 
Population. Detection of any deficiency ог A an ead 
number of females in any Talook over а year а A T he 
alook or Talooks concerned and accordingly. OUST у апсы 
and control over the suspected Jhareja Talook gained severity. 
T i Il new births—male and females 
Ocedure of yearly counting of а ИЕЛДЕ ааа 
in each Talook as suggested by Col. Walker.in the last decade, 
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ог total male and female persons is available from Langford’s 
Statement and as such the nature of sex-ratio prevailing im the 
Jhareja group of Dherol Talook can never be predicted. Never- 
theless, it is certain that the preservation of new female births 
in question should improve ultimately the very low pro- 
portion of females per 100 males among the Jharejas under 
reference. 

In the next four years what happened in Kattywar and 
Kutch with respect to the anti-infanticide movements is not pre- 
cisely known from the Selections (1856). Official records and/or 
despatches from which the trend of developments can be recon- 
structed for the period in question are lacking in the said Selections 
of the Bombay Government. But, it may reasonably be pre- 
Sumed that during these years the British Government did дећ- 
nitely not relaxed to sustain their anti-infanticide activities in 
Tooting out the crime from the area and accordingly, more and 
more detections of the habitual offenders and/or suspected fami- 
lies amongst the Jharejas should constitute an obvious task. As 
а consequence, the Infanticide Fund was expected to receive sub- 
Stantial deposits of fines. On 24 April, 1833 Mr. Willoughby, 
Political Agent in Kattywar confirmed in a letter that on the last 
day of December, 1832 the Fund yielded a balance of Rs. 51,146 
and this amount was undoubtedly exacted from those Jharejas 
who still dared to commit female infanticides. Accumulation of 
Such large deposits in the Fund signifies at once one concrete 
fact that in the firm vigilance on infanticide-practices the foreign 
administrators never indulged any further relaxation. Prosperity 
Of the Infanticide Fund itself acted as а barometer to record rise 
and fall of administrative efficiency of the British Resident and 
his office at Baroda, Gujarat. 

Мг. Willoughby in the above letter informed Mr. J. Williams, 
Political Commissioner for Gujarat that he met personally with 

hareja Chiefs in whose territories the revolting crime У 
Уа по and they were requested to send the registers showing the 
Number of the female children that were then alive. This little 
Information is significant enough to indicate the line of duse 
Which was then encouraged by the Government. Captain 
arnewall took the first lead in the last decade to make per- 
Sonal contacts with the Jharejas of more than 100 villages and 
п his Singular attempt he was successful to convey the mind of 
the British G overnment to the local people. His personal presence 
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In this enumeration the Jhareja males who were equal to 
and less than 20 years in age were accounted, while in the case 
Of the female population such restriction was not adhered to. 
But it is known that out of all living female children (603 in 
Number) as many as 570 were within this age-limit. "This, 
Means that by 1834 among the young population (falling not 
beyond the age margin of 20 years) the female individuals did 
account for only 25 percent of total 1922 persons. у Males out- 
Numbered the females and this phenomenon alone is significant 
Enough to expose the brutal impact principally of infanticide and 
Senerally of other factors of mortality. Further analysis shows 
that (a) those females who died for various reasons constituted 
Only 13 percent of total females recorded in the census-register 


under reference, (b) of all the males and females QU 
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of Nowanugger which topped the list in recording 61 percent of 
the total 140 married females found in the census-record, (vii) in 
all the districts except Keesura the young males were in excess 
Over the young females. Contextually it is important to note 
that each item of information included in the given document 
was specifically tested and verified by Willoughby to ensure the 
quality of the data. 

It was remarked by Willoughby that the above results shown 
in the census-table established beyond doubt ‘the melancholy fact 
that the dreadful crime of infanticide’ had never been completely 
subdued in Kathiawar. Since Barnewall’s census return show- 
ing 219 living female children in 1824 there had been definitely 
Steady progress in favour of preservation of female offsprings, 
though the progress might have been low and unsatisfactory in 
comparison to quick and drastic actions of the Administrators. 
Quoting Willoughby one has to agree that "it was not to be 
expected that a whole tribe at once relinquish a custom in which, 
however barbarous, they rather prided themselves, instead of 
regarding it as an indelible stain on their character." The task 
initiated by Honorable Jonathon Duncan and Col. Alexander 
Walker in the commencing years of the nineteenth century was 
laudably carried forward by their successors to stamp out the 
evil practice of infanticide from Gujarat. Accordingly, in 1834 
the Jharejas were in a position to nourish as many as 603 female 
children in their families. The people who had brutal aversion 
for keeping their female infants alive were now found to possess 
$0 many living females. This was no mean achievement, rather 
the development pointed out a revolutionary change that was 
Ushering steadily in the mental make-up of the Jharejas. Mere 
figures for female children cannot obviously portray such signi- 
ficant change in all dimensions. у 

Additional demographic data are available from Willoughby 
to understand the nature of sex-ratio in each age-level within 1 
to 20 years. Number of males and females that was meticulously 
Tecorded in each age- level shows at once that the female 
Children were consistently in deficient, except in the age-level of 
19 years. Most interesting was «the utter disproportionate 
Tecords of the births of female children under the age-level of 

In this age-level the birth records of 130 male offsprings 
against only 44 female offsprings were noted. The male infants 
Were almost three times more than the female infants. Such 
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difference of 32 individuals was due for the fact that they | 
were above 20 years in age. Concurrently, the causes for mor- 
tality of 57 out of 93 females were reported to be the diseases 
of small pox, measles, convulsions and fever. None of them 
was the victim of infanticide. But, for the remaining 36 females 
causes of their death remained unspecified. Who could vow 
that these 36 females did not face the brutality of infanticide? 

On the other hand, another encouraging development was 
noticed for the first time. There were at least 95 cases where 
the Jhareja fathers concerned possessed more than one living 
daughters in their custody. As early as 1817 the Government 
remarked that ‘the continuance of infanticide in Kattywar was 
placed beyond doubt by the simple fact that no instance had 
occurred of a Jhareja having saved more than 1 daughter.” 
But in 1834 Willoughby and his Government were surely pleased 
to see that (a) in ‘wo instances the Jhareja fathers concerned 
preserved 4 daughters individually, (b) in thirteen instances 
the Jharejas had 3 daughters each in living state, and (c) in 
eighty instances the Jharejas presented 2 daughters alive in each 
case. These demographic facts were, indeed, very stimulating 
not only to the Jharejas themselves but also to the Govern- 
ment of Bombay as a whole. In this context it is gratifying 
to learn that *in every Jhareja Talook, either the Chief himself, 
or one or more of his relations, have set example of preserv- 
ing their daughters, some of whom are alive, and have inter- 
married into the families of other Rajpoot tribes of the pro- 
vince." From this vital remark of Willoughby one notable 
issue emerges at once that the Jharejas were changing fast thein 
Old sentiment and psychology to effect a qualitative upliftment in 
the milieu of their society. And here lies the real success 
Of the British policy against Infanticide. 

Willoughby again remarked that in Moorve Talook alone 
Males were excess by 54 and this fact showed that the Jharejas 
Of this Talook had substantially been enthused by their late Chief. 
Who earned an unique honour by renouncing the odious И 
twentyfive years ago. Equally unfortunate were Па о 
Rajkot, the very headquarter of the British Agent in oorve 
Talook, amon whom the males were decidedly in great excess: 
Tn his important despatch of September, 1834 (mentioned 
earlier) Willoughby was found to have made several recom- 


mendations to tackle the lingering effects of РАМА NN 
0 ШИ Me c 


90 FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA 


i i the 
ri 7 i ed in 
the Jharejas. His ecommendations may be itemis 

following manner: 


the Tharejas, 
) Every Jhareja C 


hief should under penalty Bare 
and submit а half-yearly register Showing all Cases of marriages, 
betrothals, birth death: i i 


faths occurring among his tribe in his 
district, Such return Would have to be Submitted on Ist 
January and Ist, July eve, year, 
4) Politica] Agent of Kattywar si 
Рогі show; 


hould Submit annual re- 
‚ betrothals, births and deaths that 
urred among the rejas within the уе, 
Promulgation of a p, y the Government of 
Bombay throughout Kattywar (Gujarat) requi 
Chiefs to enforce the obse 
ments 


Proposals for some scales of 
of infanticide— case 


$ and some Scales of 
Would have to be honoured Without fur- 
ез of Rewards to the infor 

consisted аз follows: 


Mers of infanticide 
against the Ja 


of Nowanugger . Rs. 1000 
T against an inferior Raja: 
(с) an ing rme 


Rs. 500 

т against а near relation of 

Ot Raja: Rs. 200 

(d) an ing "Тег against a Poor Jhareja: Rs. 100 
Amount Mes (о be imposed оп the Jhareja offenders 

Was like below: 4 

(a) the Jam of Nowany 


Rs. 30,000 


THIRD PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS 91 
(b) an inferior Raja, if convicted: Rs. 10,000 
(c) their near relations, if convicted: Rs. 2,500 
(d) a poor Jhareja, if convicted : as much 
suited the 
man. 


7) АП persons accused of the commission of infanticide 
must be tried by the High Court of Criminal Justice for Katty- 
war. Political Agent would institute preliminary enquiry and 
commit the offenders concerned for trial. The proceedings of 
the trial would have to be published and circulated widely to 
influence native's opinion and sentiment against infanticide. 

8) Rigid adhzrence to the Proclamation which was to be 
Shortly issued and its sanctity must be ensured. Violation in 
this regard by any Chief should be severely dealt with, and 
if needed, Ae should be deprived of the sovereignty of his 
Talook. 

9) Every Rajpoot in Kattywar should keep the Govern- 
ment Agent informed every marriage contract of their daughters 
with the Jharejas, in a circular letter. 

10) Marks of approbation would have to be extended 
to the Chiefs and inferior members of the Jhareja tribe who had 
adhered to their engagements to preserve their female issues 
and the expense incurred in marrying these females should be 
debited to the Infanticide Fund. Аз per the last recommenda- 
tion of Willoughby some Jharejas of rank were actually favoured 
by the Government. 

The fortunate Jhareja Chiefs were precisely the Chief of 
Keesura, the Chief of Mengnee, the Chief of Satodur Wawree 
and two inferior Jharejas. These Jharejas preserved together 9 
daughters and they were recommended to receive Rs. 2916 from 
the Infanticide Fund for their good behaviour. Willoughby 
Stated that by 15 September, 1834 the Fund was showing 
Rs. 81,927-5-2 as deposits. 1 

A careful perusal of the suggestions made by Willoughby 
Would reveal that he was advocating some very stringent mea- 
Sures against the infanticide-practising people who never experi- 
enced such drastic moves earlier. These measures which. yu 
Approved later by the Chief Secretary of the Government in his 
Stter of 22 November, 1834. embodied the strongest administra- 
WVe attitude shown by the Political Agent of Kattywar. Certain 
new lines of actions against the crime came for the first time 
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motive of ambition or self-interest. He made it absolutely clear 
that the possessions of the Chiefs of Kattywar were guaranteed 
to them, and necessary protection would never cease except on 
certain condition. The contract was truly reciprocal and 
mutual but should the Jharejas fail to go by their own solemn 
declaration against infanticide, the contract would be treated 
cancelled and accordingly the favour and protection of the 
British Government would be withdrawn to inflict more trouble 
and penalties upon the Jhareja community as a whole. The 
Proclamation ended with another emphatic resolution that any 
Јћатеја who might be charged for violating the Engagement 
would summarily be placed on trial for the heinous crime of 
“child murder” before the High Court of Criminal Justice or be 
dealt with in such other mode as would be deemed most 
expedient, and conducive towards the complete suppression of 
the practice. As the full text of the Proclamation has been 
appended below we need not go into any further details of the 
same. 

Meanwhile, the Government of Bombay took due step to 
distribute 700 copies (lithographed in Gujarati language) of the 
modified form of the Proclamation along with the copy of the 
renewed Engagement entered into in 1812 by the Jam Saheb 
of Nowanugger. About this renewed Engagement reference Ваз 
already been made in preceeding pages. This step was enginee- 
red precisely according to Willoughby and simultaneously Mr. 
Norris, Chief Secretary, outlined the procedure of trial of any 
convicied Jhareja. Political Agent would have first to set an 
inquest and then to suggest the future course to be pursued by 
the Government and/or the High Court of Criminal Judicature. 

Twelfth day of April, 1835 was the red-letter day when the 
proceeding of the first trial case of Jhareja Svorajee, the present 
Chief of Rajkot, was made public by Willoughby and the Govern- 
Ment of Bombay. On the concrete charge of Infanticide one of 
the important tributaries of British Government was to face an 
inquest. Soorajee was the first Jhareja of rank and wealth who 

J S 5 
Was compelled to experience utter humiliation and disgrace in 
his trial by two white skinned administrators. Such an out 
Standing event was fully unprecedented in the living memory of 
the Tharejas of Kattywar. They could never imagine that, one 
Of their most respectable Chiefs could be put into dock on the 
Charge’ of a mere domestic custom like infanticide. Trial of 
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very reluctantly. (3) Jethee was really the agent by whom the 
infant was put into death, but this illiterate but clever woman 
elicited nothing positive to shed light on the matter. Rather, as 
an experienced woman she declared that the birth was premature 
and still-born. Contrary to Jethee one of the Kooerees came 
Out with the real facts to relate how the infant was killed by 
putting the umbilical chord in her mouth. Such was the sensa- 
tional revealation of the cruel practice which took the life of an 
innocent child. Such was the social ‘conspiracy’ against the. 
newly born females of the Jhareja society. Had this inquisition 
been kept ineffective one could never learn a positive proof of 
child murder in the name of an inviolable custom. 

Soorajee met Willoughby on 17 October and requested not 
to put his possessions under attachment. He was summarily 
turned down and it. was made clear that in violation of the 
Engagement which his father entered into with Col. Walker to 
renounce the unnatural practice for ever, Soorajee had no moral 
right to seek any further protection from the British Government. 
Moreover, charge of infanticide against him was definitely 
proved in an open trial. He had to pay the penalty for his 
crime. Later on, under the ominous influence of another crooked 
person Halarjee, the Chief of Rajkot took a wrong step in 
denying the charge of infanticide. Unfortunately, Soorajee made 
a blunder and he could not take the advantage of an appeal 
which Willoughby consented on his admission of the charge 
before the Government representative. In the proceeding it was 
noted that Soorajee's case was “the first case of Infanticide that 
has ever yet been clearly proved in Kattywar." 

Willoughby took a stern attitude against Soorajee for his crafty 
and dubious dealings. He recommended a fine of Rs. 12,000 to 
be executed from the Chief of Rajkot and the amount was fixed 
to be credited to the Infanticide Fund. Moreover, Soorajee’s 
entire Talook was declared to remain under attachment until the 
fine-amount was paid. On the other hand, he desired immediate 
dismissal of three local Mehtas (Joeta, Bulwant and Dulputram) 
for their inefficient and callous service on behalf of the Govern- 
Ment and they were asked to leave the territory within ten 
days after the receipt of the order. These Mehtas for many 
Years had the ‘exclusive management’ of the Rajkot Talook 
and they had greatly abused their trust, and enriched themselves 
at their master’s expense. Willoughby started administrative 
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Jharejas. Willoughby got approval of his actions against Veerajee 
from his Government on 9 October, 1835. Judooram Mehta was 
Sanctioned a reward of Rs. 800 from Infanticide Fund for his 
excellent co-operation with the Government in their measures 
against infanticide. 
i The third case of infanticide was reported by Willoughby on 
September, 1835. Jhareja Bugwanjee was the accused and 
before inquisition he confessed that fifteen to eighteen months 
ago under his direction his soms daughter was killed. 
Bugwanjee’s offence took place before Soorajee’s offence, but the 
former crime came to light only after Soorajee’s severe punish- 
ый Rajkot case prevailed over the Jharejas so awfully that 
the concealed acts of infanticide of past could no more be kept 
in secrecy by the common Jharejas in fear of painful conse- 
quences which the Chief of Rajkot himself had to face. When 
Tank, wealth and respect of Soorajee could extend him no worth- 
While protection against the charge of infanticide, any inferior 
Shareja would under the circumstances naturally feel very shaky 
and discouraged to hide the acts of such crime. Moreover, 
it may be presumed that there was no dearth of such informers 
Who might desire to profit by disclosing any old or new case 
Of infanticide. Judooram Mehta could not definitely be expect- 
€d to monopolise Government’s gratification. He had his com- 
Petitors amongst the indigent Jharejas who could equally aspire 
to earn admiration and reward from the almighty English 
Bahadoor. Truly speaking, Bugwanjee’s crime was actually con- 
firmed by two Jharejas, namely Deengajee and Sujajee. As a 
result of their actions the inferior Bugwanjee had to pay Rs. 100 
48 fine in lieu of 3 months imprisonment. More than a year 
ago the crime was committed and yet Bugwanjee was put into. 
trial only on the basis of some positive information supplied by 
another two persons of his own community. This simple fact 
Teveals that by the latter half of 1835 the Jharejas had enough 
{со to feel miserably panicky under the strong and merciless 
М Ministration of Willoughby who was largely successful to pene- 
‘Tate into the most secret domestic affair of the people. From 
nother letter of Willoughby it is known that some Moonshe 
к» Mahmood made the actual investigation of Bugwanjee’s 
v On his behalf and this Muslim gentleman Was additionally 
А "usted to take future census of all births and deaths in Rajkot 
Зепсу. 
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skinned Administrators against the Chief of Rajkot and other 
respectabilities of their community ? 

Multiple developments of immense importance took place 
between 1826-1836 to add momentum to anti-infanticide move- 
ments in Gujarat, and concurrently, the significance and 
efficacy of census to gather basic data on population for 
administrative purpose was proved beyond any conjecture. 
Census of demographic composition of both sexes among the 
Tharejas constituted an important and fruitful tool to the British 
Rulers in their fight against the odious crime of female infanti- 
cide. As a matter of fact, commission of an organised census- 
Opearation may be taken as one of the most tangible achievements 
of the, Government of Bombay during the period under reference. 


REFERENCE-NOTES : 


ed from the Karkoon pany, T 
containing Lists of Female Children Wee 4 
the Jharejas of that Talooks, in conformity to the ИЕ il 
em шк d S ieri, АСУ 
ember, 1827 and 20th July, 1828. 

THE TOWN or SANTULPOOR 1827. 
ajsinghanee, a daughter, born 27th July, 


(а) Ат 
1. Jhareja Nathajee В: 
named Adibaee, now livin; 


2. Јћагеја Kesurjec & daughter, born 13th March, 1828, named 
Majeebu, now living. diba, 
3. Thareja Arjoonjee, а daughter, born 10th June, 1828, named A 
now living, ed 
4. Јћагеја Pryangjee, a daughter, born 6th June, 1828, nam 

Moteeba, now living. 


(b) Ат tHe VILLAGE oF Purr 


5: Jhareja Dujoojee, a daughter, born 17th August, 


1827, named 
Bajeeba, now living. 

6. Jhareja Anund Sing, а daughter, born 1st Tune, 1828 
new living. 


‚ named Adiba, 


(с) Ат THE VILLAGE oF Barra cd 
7. Јћагеја Kesurjee, а daughter, born 28th May, 1827, name 
Heemjeeba, now living, 


8. Thareja Run 
eba, now living. 
9: Jhareja Dujoojee, а daughter, born 23га Jan 
Rujbaee, Now living. 


10. Jhareja Dadajee, а daughter, 
Deobaee, Row living, 


ajee, a daughter, 
Jeje, 


born 9th January, 1828, named 


Мату, 1828. named 


1828, named 
1. № Ч) 
` 2 Латеја Mulooj „4 
Bairaj, now living, ` 1827, and name 
(е) Ат THe Мил, 
12. Thakoor 1 


ря АСЕ ОЕ SONETEE t 
areja, a daughter, born 21st Noy, ber, 1827, по 
Named at that Period, now living. MEE 
| Ат THE VILLAGE oF ТАМВОХЕБ 
З? Thareja Maunjee, a daughter. born 20th July, 1828, now living- 
Tue translation) 
W. MILES, Lieutenant Colonel. 
Political Agent. 
may 5 D: Willoughby: Proposed PROCLAMA TION to be issued on 
€ subject of Female Infanticide in Kattywar by the 
: OVernmenr Of Bombay. 
he Br ish 7 
Ove 
the pr Valence E 


tly had under consideration 
Western India, is pleased (0 
determination to Put ап end to so revolting 
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and barbarous a practice. From returns lately received from the 
Political Agent stationed in Kattywar, it appears that although a con- 
Siderable degree of success has attended the measures adopted in that 
Province for the suppression of Infanticide, the crime is proved to be 
still committed, by the great disproportion observable in the number of 
male and female Jharejas. This melancholy fact, therefore, pressing 
itself upon the attention of Government, the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council considers it requisite to call upon the Chiefs of 
the Jhareja tribe to adhere to, and maintain within their respective 
districts the engagements they voluntarily and unconditionally entered 
into with Government twenty-five years ago, through the medium of 
their friend and benefactor, the late lamented Colonel Alexander Walker, 
to abandon the detestable and heinous custom of murdering their own 
offspring. 

His Lordship in Council further requires the active co-operation of 
the whole community of Kattywar in giving jncreased efficiency to the 
Measures adopted for the extinction of Infanticide, the grossest stain 
that ever disgraced the human гасе; and hereby declares, that whoever 
shall afford information sufficient to convict any Jhareja of so inhuman 
а proceeding shall receive the protection of Government, and be 
rewarded in proportion to the rank and consequence of the party con- 
victed. Humanity and a due regard to the precepts of their religion 
Should induce the Hindoo part of the community in particular to pad, 
by every means in their power, the efforts of Government completely 


to suppress the crime. The Hindoo Shasters declare that he who 
commits Infanticide is guilty of a grievous sin, (From this place to the 
end of the paragraph was omitted from the Proclamation as issued by 
order of Government on the 22nd November, 1834) equal to that of 


Gurbhutteea, or the murder of infants by causing abortion; and to that 
of Brimhutteea, or the murder of Brahmins. They in fact declare, that 
to kill one Brahmin is equal to killing 100 cows; to kill one women is 
equal to killing 100 Brahmins: [0 kill one child of either sex is equal 
to killing 100 women; and to Kill 100 children of either sex is an offence 
too heinous for comparison. The punishment awarded is in proportion 
to the magnitude of the crime : the murderer is doomed to suffer the 
Most dreadful torments in the hell called Neruk, and, when born again, 


will be afflicted with leprosy or paralysis. 

With the view of enabling Government to ascertain how far the 
Measures for the suppression of Infanticide аге adhered to, the Political 
Agent has been instructed to make а full and complete census of the 
Thareja population of Kattywar; and the Chiefs of the tribe are hereby 


called upon to aid in the framing of this return, which, when completed, 
Will at once enable Government to detect, where the crime is still com- 
d to require from the 


cu The Political Agent has also been directe! mt 
th lefs half-yearly, and himself to furnish annually, à statement exhibiting 
the number of births, deaths, marriages, and betrothals occurring within. 
Е respective jurisdictions; and those who neglect to furnish this state- 
ent, or who may furnish an incorrect return, will be severely punished. 
is As ^ measure of prevention against Infanticide, Government considers 
усеп. to suggest to the whole. of the other Rajpoot tribes of 
ywar that they should refuse to give their own daughters in marriage 
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No. Talookas Males Females Excess of 


alive alive Males 

l. Drappa ин OT 10 57 
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3. Veerpoor Khureeree X 52 10 42 
4 Mooleeladeree tn e) 14 49 
5. Seesang Chandlee 37. 13 24 
6. Kotara Nyajee pearl 2 22 
7. ЉаШа 28 11 17 
8. Rajpoora с) 2 28 
9. Wudalee 8 1 7 
10. Rajkot 
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BUDEEESSION: The British Government confidently relies on his continued 
exertions and co-operation in ensuring success to the measures it has 
adopted for the abolition of a custom which, owing its origin to avarice 
and a mistaken pride, reflects most seriously on the character of the 
рө of which the Jam of Nowanuggur is in Kattywar the acknowledged 

Among the other Talookas, Government is pleased to notice, in terms 
of high approbation, the following Chiefs as having ensured to them- 
selves the favour and protection of Government for having adhered to 


their engagements :— 


Females 
BS 3 
E аз 3 2 3 о о 
5 5 СЕЕ ЛЕ 5 ШЧ лн SUE AER Er] 
5 а 55 Е 8 2 8 S 85828 
~ — а SE S а 5 4 É ds dm 
1. Keesurra 12 3 2 11 1 17 И 5 
2. Mengnee 6 wae 1 es 614 và 
3. Satodur Wawree 38 6 5 13 8, 32 6 


ibe in general, as an example 


And at the same time to hold up to the tri 
who have preserved four and 


for imitation, the undermentioned Jharejas, 
three daughters each :— 


№. Мате. Belonging to No. of 
District Village Daughters 
1. Jhareja Khanjee Nowanuggur Lalpoor Four 
2. „  Bawajee Ditto Balwa Three 
3, ,  Raibjee Ditto Machurda " 
4. „  Dossajee Ditto Peempurdee — » 
Э „  Khanturjee Ditto Peepulyoo N 
6. »  Doedajee Ditto Seeguch p 
7. ,  Babajee Ditto Danthana E 
8. ,  Bawajee Ditto Pussawoo м 
9. „  Megrajee Ditto Amra 85 
10. „  Hurbumjee Ditto Checkaree 5 
11. „  Sugajee Dherol Radhur " 
12. »  Joonajee Ditto Теећа о Four 
13. „  Vursajee Gondul Dorajee Janjmere Three 
14. Khemanee Roopabhace Veerpoor Khureree Меша 5 
15. Јћагеја Lakajee Keesurra Durra а 


. Government have also derived the greatest satisfaction from observ- 
ing that the returns show as many as eighty instances of Jharejas having 
Preserved two daughters each. His Lordship in Council, with the view 
Of testifying the sense he entertains of the meritorious conduct of the 
Chiefs and inferior Jharejas above alluded to, has instructed the Political 
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to 
Agent at Rajkot to grant remissions of tribute and honorary presents 

h 
UM British Government is pleased further to declare, that Xe ce 
it will always be more satisfactory to Government, and e mer 
to the Jharejas themselves, for them to perform the first о Ebo 
duties, without seeking pecuniary aid from Government in AES 
the expenses of the marriage of their children, nevertheless Wes 
local Agent is authorised to receive and attend to application: 
circumstances render such aid indispensable. 

In conclusion, the Ri 


; ив 
ight Honourable the Governor in Council 

Pleased to annex to this proclamation a сој 
Which every Jhareja Chief of К. 


5 E as 
Умаг, or be dealt with in such other FIRE a 
may be deemed most expedient, and conducive towards the comple 
Suppression of the practice, 


У order of the Right Hon’ble the Governor in Council 
of Bombay. 


(Signed) J. p. WILLOUGHBY, 
Political Agent in 
Kattywar. 
3. Three referred to are 
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custom, and am therefore bound to see the same done, and responsible 
to Government for any breach that may hereafter arise. 
This writing is duly signed, Ashad Shoodh 15th, Sumvut 1891 (cor- 
responding with 6th October A.D. 1835). 
(Signed) THALLA CHUNDERSINJEE, 
And for him by КООЕВ WUKUTSINGJEE. 


Gi) Translation of a letter from JHAREJA SOORAJEE, of Rajkot, to 
J. P. WILLOUGHBY, Esq. Political Agent, dated Shrawun Vud 
10th, Sumvut 1892 (corresponding with 18th August A.D. 1835). 
Your letter of the 20th June has been received. You have therein 

written that I am to pay a fine of Rs. 12,000. My circumstances are 

insufficient to enable me to pay this sum at once. I beg, therefore,. 
you will do me the favour to settle some Way in which I can do it. You 
have further written that I am to inform you beforehand of births likely 
to take place in my family. This is well, and I shall do so. In regard 
to your request that I should furnish security to abstain from the custom 
of putting my daughters to death in future. I beg to state that I am 
determined to renounce the custom. My possessions are entirely under 
the Sirkar; but if, notwithstanding this, you should wish me to give 
security, I shall duly same. I have, agreeably to your orders, banished 
Mehtas Bulwunt, Joeta, and Dulputram Kooshall from my Talooka. In 
respect to Patel Lukmon’s mother and the other persons who have 
evidence in my case, or апу of their relations, not suffering, as you 
have written, any harm at my hands, I beg to state that Patel Lukmon 
is as a son of the Durbar, and there is no one higher in its estimation 
than he is. I have, notwithstanding, this day called him into my pre- 
зепсе, and spoken to him in terms of encouragement and confidence 
before four Sowkars, and two other persons, whom I had summoned 
on the occasion. The proclamation regarding the daughters of Jharejas 
which you have transmitted has been received, and I shall take the 
measures it directs. Whatever the Sirkar does is designed exclusively for 
our good, and I am therefore obedient to its wishes. I beg you will 
fix some way in which I can pay the fine imposed on me, and withdraw 
the attachment on my Talooka. The Character of my place depends 


on the Sirkar. 


(ii) То SHET WUKUTCHUND KOOSHALLCHUND, 
ЅООВАЈЕЕ, of Rajkot Sirdhar, writes as follows :— 
Whereas I had, through the British Government, appointed you my 
Hamee (security) for the payment of the tribute and Zoor Tulbee due 
from my Talooka for seven years, from Sumvut 1885 to Sumvut 1891, 
both years inclusive, and you have, according to the terms of the 
Mootalib entered into on that occasion, fully paid the Jam, though 
I have been unable to reimburse you the whole amount, and consequently, 
On an examination of the accounts between us for that period, a balance 
Of Rs. 45,000, including the yearly interest, is due by me on the 2nd 
Magh Shoodh, Sumvut 1892: I have, therefore, paid you the sum of 


Rs. 12,000 within that month, and а balance of Rs. 33,000 now remains 
e this debt by three instalments, as 


due to you. T agree to liquidat 
follows :— 


JHAREJA 


D gen m € $ d 
amm fri ора 
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On the 2nd Falgoon Shoodh, Sumvut 1893 ... Rs. 11,000 
Ditto Ditto 1894 ... Rs. 11,000 
Ditto Ditto 1895 ... Rs. 11,000 
Total ... Rs. 33,000 
This sum of Rs. 


33,000 is to be paid to you in the above manner 


without interest. Should, however, 


a balance remain due to you of any 
instalment after 


г its payment, the same shall be pay- 


od fixed for the 3rd instalment, nothing 
greement has been entered into in the 
Political Agent on the part of the 
Honourable Company, and no difference will take place. In case I 
should make any, the British Government will maintain the engagement. 
Magh Vud Sth, Sunday, Sumvut 1892 (corresponding with 7th February 
A.D. 1836). 
In the һа 


ndwriting of КАМЈЕЕ NARRONIEE. .: REJA 
monies ВОМТЕЕ, signed by ЈНА 


(True translations) 


(Signed) W, LANG, 
Acting Political Agent: 


CHAPTER 5 ~ 


FOURTH PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS : ANTLINFANTI- 
CIDE MOVEMENT AT CROSS-ROADS : 1836-1844 


(А) Mr. JAMES ERSKINE’S VIEWS AND ACTIONS 


Punishment inflicted upon the Chief of Rajkot and other 
Jharejas of inferior ranks highlighted the coercive measures that 
were very vigourously championed by Mr. J. P. Willoughby to 
suppress the crime of infanticide in Kattywar (Gujarat) in the 
last few years before 1836. Willoughby made a debut in proving 
himself as the pioneer inquisitor of the offences of infanticide 
which the Jharejas for centuries were practising as one of their 
many important social customs. To their social understanding 
infanticide was never a ‘crime’, rather the same was an 
unavoidable institution to them. Attack in any form on this age- 
old institution would naturally evoke strong reactions amongst 
them. Assessment of the magnitude and intensity of such reac- 
tions was perhaps outside the immediate purview of Willoughby 
and his Government. He was more eager to utilise his enormous 
power in promoting stern actions against Jhareja Soorajec. His 
plan of actions was to exert a strategic push to the anti-infanticide 
movements in Kattywar through Soorajee’s case. He was more 
inclined to teach an exemplary lesson to all infanticide-practis- 
ing natives of India by his harsh and punitive treatment against 
Soorajee. It is needless to mention that in his own estimation 
Willoughby had obvious reasons to be satisfied with the very 
subdued condition of the Jharejas. They were strongly expected 
not to recur the abominable practice at the cost of utter 
humiliation and financial loss which even Chief Soorajee as Chief 
of Rajkot had to suffer very badly in Willoughby's hand. bs 

Under the special circumstances, how, far Willoug ar 
coercive measures against infanticide could bring а lasting i d 
on the Jharejas? Answer to this logical query could be AERE 
by appraising the objective situation of the posterity. 4 
Erskine, Political Agent in Kattywar, was found № these hours 
to make an assessment of the progress $0 far made by the British 
Rulers amongst the Jharejas. From his lengthy despatch of 30 
June, 1837 to the Chief Secretary. Bombay Government, one 
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significant fact is known that by middle of 18305 Willoughby's 
mode of administration. т Kattywar had become a subject 


of controversy and criticism and Erskine was his mouthpiece. 
Anti-infanticide movements 


that began as early as 1805 and 
continued with many interruptions up to the end of 1835 
happened currently to reach 


at cross-roads under the impact of 
Some fresh thinking on future British policy pertaining to 


Suppression of ‘child murder’ in Kattywar. Erskine was pioneer 
io inject completely а new outlook in the administrative super- 
structure in estimating resulted primarily from Col. 


Walker’s express actions against 
infanticide. 


the local people of Gujarat. 
against the 


Jhareja 
B 
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Кука: This undersirable event took place on 29 April, 1836. 
s ond ER ni took place on 12 June, 1836 in 
TE ve 2 ‘alse charge of infanticide against Jhareja 
та i n. of the Chief of Shapoor. Though this case 

proved, the principal Grasia (Royal head) 
of Shapoor Talook was asked to renew his engagement on his 
brother's behalf. Additionally, a fine of Rs. 50 was imposed on 
him for not inserting the birth and death of his niece in the 
the register. During this period three more Jharejas, namely 
Moteebaee of Mooleeladeree Talook, and other two of Gutka 
and Rajpoora Talooks were branded as offender only on 
strong suspicion. Their cases were, of course, not referred to 
the Government of Bombay. Lastly, on 6 October, 1836, son 
of Jhareja Dewajee of Sujonpoor, uncle to the Chief of Moorve 
was tried and his crime could be finally established to impose 
appropriate penalty of fine on him. 

Most of the above cases make one issue very clear that but 
for the custom of female infanticide many Jharejas were most 
unfortunately subjected under harsh treatment over almost two 
years. In this period the Jharejas in general had to feel con- 
cerned and agitated not only for the mighty officers of Willoughby 
but also for those greedy informers who aspired to encash their ~ 
information—true or false—about any commission of infanticide in 
any Jhareja family. Otherwise, it is difficult to understand why 
so many trials cases became abortive in want of concrete proof. 
Excess of British administration as well as informers’ enthusiasm 
created appallingly such a situation in Kattywar that a postmortem 
examination of Willoughby’s coercive methods and reactions to 
the same became essential to Erskine. His contention in this 
regard would be discussed later. 

Meanwhile, attention is drawn to the demographic data 
Collected by Erskine by “actual survey” in contrast to those 
gathered by Willoughby from the Jhareja Chiefs. In his 
‘actual survey’ Nowanugger Talook was, of course, excluded for 
Some unavoidable factors. While presenting his data Erskine 
happened to remark that Willoughby's report Оп population of 
Certain age-groups for some Talooks was ‘defective’. Excluding 
children of 1 year and under, who were born subsequently to the 
date of Mr. Willoughby’s account (1834), а comparison of two 
Sets of demographic data reveals the following state of develop- 


Ment in Jhareja population by 30 June, 1837. 
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Willoughby's data — Erskine's data 


Talooks 


male female male female 
(1) (2 OR 
1. Dherol 208 84 196 Ed 
2. Gondul 86 44 289. 8 
3. Моогусе 61 7 259 38 
4. Rajkot 15 3 21 5 
5. Drappa 67 10 84 10 
6. Veerpoor 52 0 55 13 
7. Mooleeladeree 63 14 36 8 
8. Seesang Chandlee 37 13 42 15 
9. Satodur Wowree 38 24 74 22 
10. Кона Nyajee 24 2 28 2 
ll. Keersurra 12:8 216, 30 13 
12. Rajpoora 30 2 32 2 
13. Паша 28x — 36 8 
14. Маша 16 4 31.549 
15. Lodeeka 9 2 15 2 
16. Mengnee 6 6 11 6 
* 17. Paal 5 1 7 2 
18. Bharwa 18 2 6 2 
19: Veerwa 2 0 2 0 
20. Kotaria зеп Ве 
21. Shapoor 3 0 12 0 
22. Wudalee 8 1 8 T 
23. Kotra Sanganee 3 1 13 3 
24. Kaksiallee 4 2 5 2 
25. Mowa 2 1 3 1 
26. Gowreedur 5 0 8 1 
27. Gutka 4 1 4 2 
со CNN 
28. АП Talooks 809 262 1310 337 


Ed а meagre change in the size of the female 
children. Тр 1834 altogether 1071 Јћаге 
Of both sexes Were fo 


und alive in twenty seven districts (Talooks) 


E 
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x ае иш under reference constituted only 24 
ide hes е total population concerned. In 1837 altogether 
ja males and females of younger ages were recorded 
from the same twenty seven districts, but now the contribution 
of the female individuals did not exceed 20 per cent of the total. 
Decrease in the strength of the females in the total population in 
question within less than 2 years signifies at once that the Jharejas 
essentially defied all strong measures of Willoughby to maintain 
their social right of infanticide of female infants. Erskine com- 
mented that in case of Gondul the defective returns led 
Willoughby to think too favourably for the Jharejas of the said 
Talook. 
From the latest census of 1837 it is gathered that altogether 
424 females of all ages were then alive in the Jhareja society and 
amongst them 4 were widows, 70 were married, 92 were betrothed 
and 258 remained unmarried. On the otherhand, casualties of 
female individuals since Willoughby's return were only 9. These 
females deceased in various ages ranging from 10 days to 22 
years, Erskine undertook additional labour to prepare an 
exhaustive list of all male and female children and youngs for 
each district (Talook) under each age-level from 1 year to 20 
years. He maintained the tradition of Willoughby in this specific 
task but with a distinct improvement. Talook-wise distribution 
of the population under reference was not available in 1834’s 
return but 1837's enumeration made up the deficiency. From the 
table showing number of males and females by age and by certain 
üge—intervals within 1 to 20 years several interesting demo- 
graphic facts are available to verify the claim for an unique 
Success in the anti-infanticide campaign by the predecessors of 
Erskine, The figures (marshalled below in the table A) referred to 
all males and females (of specific ages under consideration) who 
Were surviving between 1834 (time of Willoughby’s return) and 
836 (time of Erskine’s return) and accordingly the total number 
Of population would not tally with the actual number given by 
TSkine for each Talook. 
. . Demographic facts are as follo 
Infants of age 1 and under the female infants accounted for only 
H per cent and this means clearly that the preservation of male 
8 was more frequent in the Jhareja families. Sex-ratio in 
р Раіса age-level was 168.5 {АК ог every 100 female 
Nts there were almost 169 male infants. This single demo- 


ws: (i) amongst the Jhareja 
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graphic feature was sufficient to indicate the зза аар m 
affairs amongst the Jharejas by the middle of 1830s, (ii) КА 
next higher age-group (2-4 years) the number of male PY a 
was decidedly in excess over the female children. ‹ Sex-rati Me 
495.4, that is, the male children were almost five times козы We 
the female children precisely in that period when Willough "s 
firm coercive actions prevailed enormously on the Tharejas. Ке 
may be reasonably presumed that Willoughby’s measures ара! E 
the custom. were instrumental to improve the sex-ratio in S у 
months, (iii) highly disbalanced Sex-ratio prevailed also ип ү” 
all ages from 5 to 20 years. The number of male boys were Y 
litle more than three times Over the number of female girls 
falling under the age-group 7-9 years, (iv) Jharejas of Моогуг 
and Gondul districts contributed most glaringly to effect such 
demographic trends. In Moorve sex-ratio (number of males 
Per 100 females) turned out to be 547.1, while in Gondul the 


less true for the remaining twenty four 
Talooks of the Jharejas. Such profound disparity in sexes in 


Kattywar even in the middle of the third decade of the nineteenth 
Century confirmed the fac 


t that in spite of all anti-infanticide 
methods employed by Briti 


Social-psychological Motive for infanticide that was operat- 
ing still amongst the Jharejas could not be fully wiped out 
through Engagements, intimidation, power pressure, imposition 
of fines and open inquisitions and imprisonments, 
that the Jharejas as a &roup was defending their social 
а traditional custom and as Such thei 
for a noble cause. 


T sufferings were but 
Willoughby was no respector of any 
Јћагеја of any social г 


It appears 


» harrased and insult- 
posed to strong intercep- 
more they were perhaps 


More the Jharejas were ex 


tions of the British Administrators 
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E to the task of defending some inalinable social 
E ans 4 k eir e custom. Commission of female in- 
SEDEM ies compl ete disregard for natural and parental affec- 
Sid 25 gation turned out presumably to be a grand symbol 
in a ut forceful protest of the Jharejas against undesirable 

nsgressions by a foreign power into their domestic affairs. 
Erskine's latest exposition of the demographic situation prevail- 
ing in Kattywar in 1837 was a serious pointer to the above circums- 
tances and he had the occasion to make introspections in access- 
ing the net gain profited by his own Government in Kattywar 
through the high actions of Col. Walker, Capt. Ballantine, Capt 
Barnewall, and Mr. Willoughby against the infanticide-practice. 
No encouraging sign noticing any quick decline in the incidences 
of female infanticide was available to make Erskine satisfied. 
Rather, from his on-the-spot enquiry he came to learn a pitiful 
Social situation for which he was not prepared perhaps. 

He was, thus, found to have stated that “there are 123 male 
Jharejas, of the age of one year and under, now alive, and 73 
females. This must be admitted to be highly satisfactory to the 
cause of humanity, as proving that, in consequence of the 
Measures put in force, 73 female infants have been preserved 
during the 18 months immediately subsequent to the proclama- 
tion . . (here is every hope that the two Talooks of Moorve 
and Drappa have effected ап abolition of the atrocious рапс 
in their respective limits. . . - The state of Gondul Talook is very 
melancholy - the number being 36 to 12 in the year following the 
Proclamation. In the smaller Talooks, many of which consist S 
Only а few houses of Jharejas, there Б hardly a female chil 


Preserved, Rajpoor being the worst,” 

,  Erskine er prompt enough to 80 at the root of ke 
Melancholy’ developments which took place since the promulga 
tion of the Proclamation in Kattywar and in doing 50 he attemp- 
ted an excellent but critical appraisal of both coercive and sump- 
‘uary measures adopted so far by Willoughby against the crime. 
-€ commented on the very system which was in force for suppres- 


Sing the N 4 " to him, the measures 
odi and according s 
ous practice and spects defective and 


hitherto adopted had been ‘in some ге APA 

insufficient towards the final extinction of the practice and such 
Measures were not likely, if pursued, ЧО be productive of effec- 
tual success, unless under certain modifications’. He was bold 


t " 7 
9 express that Willoughby's measures were ‘too partial and 
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superficial and not of that comprehensive and radical nature. In 
the near past the singular need for preservation of female children. 
had continuingly been emphasised by the appropriate officers of 
the Company and accordingly their anti-infanticide actions were. 
oriented. Preservation of only one female child by any Jhareja 
father was always treated as a praiseworthy deed and once such 
Preservation was noticied the British officers concerned became 
immediately satisfied with their actions. They seemed to lose 
the urge in pursuing the matter any further with respect to the 
female child thus preserved and her parents. As soon as 


any news of preservation reached t 
Once felt victorious. 


of the Jharejas 

Such preservation. Desire was genuine but 
the Jharejas’ social—psychological upbringing was such that they 
felt handicapped to 


ticide amongst the Jh; 
Kattywar. But, the 


те absent in the plan of 
Who believed, rather, in the 
rutal and quick measures, According to Erskine, social and 
economic factors that might have been responsible to keep 
the. practice in general use а 


З Mongst the Јһагејаѕ for many 
generations Missed the attenti 
Erskine's Predecessors underesti 
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problem that the poor, illiterate Jharejas, the bulk of the tribe, 
yere for generations experiencing untold sufferings in marrying 
their daughters on the current ‘expensive and ruinous terms’. 
Their plight was known from the report of Capt. Barnewall who 
estimated that even an ordinary Jhareja father of inferior rank 
had to incur minimum Rs. 1500 in giving one daughter in mar- 
паре. He estimated in June, 1825 that by 1837 as many as 183 
daughters would become eligible for marriage amongst the J hareja 
families only of the fourth and last rank and the marriage— 
expenses that would have to be spent by these Jharejas would 
amount to Rs. 2,74,500. Barnewall's ‘estimate exposed the 
enormity of the financial burden of the poor Jharejas. Under 
the circumstances, excessive patronage that was given by the 
Jharejas for female infanticide for years together to avoid finan- 
cial ruin could not obviously be rectified without removing the 
basic cause of over-expenditure in marriages. Erskine advocat- 
ed for the first time to Wage battle against those fundamental 
Social factors which were still responsible to enliven such ortho- 
dox and baneful practices amongst the Jharejas. His opinion 
Was to improve social anomalies and economic hardships of the 
People of Kattywar and thereby tackle the root cause of infanti- 
Cide. Any coercive measure on the part of the Government 
Would only aggravate the situation without earning any radical 
Change in Jharejas’ way ОЁ living and mental thinking. Erskine's 
bold criticism of the actions which had already been promulgated 


in Kathiawar run as follows : 


(a) Sudden and unexpected measures taken by the Govern- 


ment in 1834 and 1835 at the instance of Willoughby failed to 
achieve any miracle in effecting total abolition of the barbarous 
Custom, but the same caused unprecedented (error and commo- 
tion amongst the Jharejas. Before Willoughby's strong interven- 
tion ‘an apparent apathy’ towards the problem of infanticide 
Prevailed amongst the British officials and their local agents for 


а long time and the Jharejas had good reasons to believe that 
longer show much 


White-skinned rulers of Kathiawar would no 
anxiety for one of their domestic 155065. Consequently, the 
d custom relapsed and spread quickly among them. Tt 
as long after Col. Walker's strong interference with the Jharejas 
т. Willoughby appeared in the picture 10 cast awful pressure 
a. sudden. dissociated from 


о 
= the Јћагеја5 to make them all of а $ 
Male infanticide for good. His coercive measures demanded 
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of Gowreedur, one of the Rajkot Bhyad, who was the first ад 
Principal informer іп Soorajee’s сазе was poisioned by Soora 
mother herself. This depraved and cruel woman was later se 
to prison for her crime, н mE. 
(c) Next, Erskine argued that rigorous investigation d 
Was ordered by Government for the trial of each offender E: 
subsequent commission of heavy punishment that was po 
imposed upon the culprits might have been enourmously ME 
to cow down the orthodox spirit of the J harejas but such hig 


nationally more rigid to uphold. 
‘notorious pride’ of their Own soci. ing а 
infanticide. Аза matter of fact, Government’s measures in this 
Specific aspect contained in themselves ‘the elements of perpetuat- 
ing the crime for ever’. Erskine did not hesitate to expose the 
fallacy which remained inherent in the current British policy for 
Suppression of infanticide, 
Moreover, these rigourous investigations which were executed 


ight such a threat to the very 


a wife, so that the w 
and not the Jharejas alone’, 
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forwar 
el = one among the Jharejas shall put his daughter to 
It is further 4 
Re Moorve mo А и a eee 
nd Jhala Kalai ef proponent of the above petition 
MN RNC of jee had the occasion to refer to the el 
Government pue to Erskine and they said that had 
Would have b serted to their prayer then preferred, infanticide 
Jharejas m + by this time abolished. “The rich and powerful 
ов КУЫС be able to conceal their guilt, while the 
Power to su m will tell only against those who have not the 
such nates evidence.” A measure having for its object 
Was Erskine’ y was necessarily and obviously defective. This 
ДЕ 5 expressed opinion. 
against tabe serious defect in Willoughby's coercive measures 
in this line E та Jharejas was pointed out by Erskine 
vassals’ cr at ‘the transfer of responsibility from Chiefs to 
а соне а Бай precedent in British policy of native 
On which on. This system was ‘subversive of the principles 
1 Col. Walker framed his able settlement of this 


Istracte, А ү 
HRS territory in 1807. The basis of Walker’s system of 
ation consisted in requiring ‘the Chiefs to be responsible 

igorous investigations’. 


Or А 

Е Bhyads and Буше. But ‘the ri 

Without ie ri ‘into the domestic concerns of individuals, 

Original 5 erence to the Chiefs showed the departure from the 

in the eee on which Government has based its interference 

(е) airs of this peninsula’. 

as tried и. manner in which th 

Sbjecteg efore the Court of Crimi 
by Erskine. He observed : 


e Jhareja offender concerned 
nal Justice was seriously 
‘to try the very people 
а instigators needs 


GU GENRE 
n à 
У to d the crime by their brothers an 
mentioned to demonstrate its inutility .... TO select 
14 have the effect of 


хаце 
impressing: Mussulman assessors WOU 
Would S the Rajpoots with an idea of injustice and, besides, 
tween x the worst effect of creating feuds and enmities 
15 Nes different sects, SO necessary tO be discouraged." 
* Gove exposes another imprudent action on the part of 
above Rep dies representative at Gujarat Tt is clear from 
Ters wig very purpose of instituting a fait trial of the crime- 
Conse ence ы the Jharejas was, i d, fraught with dire 
s and to the same no body before Erskine cared to 
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pay any searching attention in the interest of the British Govern 
ment itself. 

(f) The last important defect that Erskine thought to К 
serious to note related to the fixation of a severe SAT s 
penalty on the perpetrators of female infanticide. WW 
to him, this from of administration appeared in Contempo 
Society ‘to be inexpedient’ He pointed out that ‘р id 
enactments, without the concurrence of the body of the ре É 
never can be of essential benefit to the community. Unt " 
wholesome public opinion is raised in the country, all punis 


Е an ol 
ments will appear either as an act of individual hostility ог В 
gross public severity, and such being the case, they are мо 
than useless,’ 


à on 
Next, Erskine was found to have proceeded to observe 
the 


К :arat)- 

force at present in Kattywar (Gujara 
He dwelt at length on this System to sift out some obvio 
defects which were thou 


ious 
to the very purpose of the System itself. Besides his sagacioU 
Sh : : 


opted by Willoughby 
ernment's policy о 
ess. The system was 
ial nature’ stood in Е. 
rewards for preserving 21 


further reward in future. Evidently: 
Pressure and 
Sentiments this Plan would 


ion. Such ephemeral plan of actio? 
temporal success, but for any radic? 
Vement some other measures should have been within th? 
purview of the Administrators. 
S 
4 


0 
econdly, the role of Infanticide Fund in the Government 
EG Б 


nnection that in su 
more questionable? Tp 


assistance the Government 


E jal 
encouraging such dmm 
indirectly ‘encouraged а гејахе 
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$ 
hee oe duty by assisting a man in performing one of 
HES ecessary and moral duties of mankind’. The Jhareja 
sibility NET made morally weak to undertake marriage-respon- 
м any of his daughters in their orthodox society. 
| GE her known that out of generosity the Government 
ту се оп principle to grant advance of money to a Jhareja 
ane: НЕ his daughter to an amount ‘more than 3 times’ as 
ЕМА was recognized to marry а Jhalla, Waghela, or Gohel, 
higher game condition in life, who, in the Rajpoot list, stood 
(орга gut than the former. Erskine argued that this 
V HM is keeping alive one of the greatest causes of 
TERRE , namely, ‘presumptuous arrogance’ of the Jharejas. 
Ds MU. was truely beneficial to the indigent 
— NE: how long this could be continued by the Govern- 
E very large fund would naturally be required to meet 
ely the situation when to marry females on the present 


‹ 
extr; А 
avagent Jhareja terms’ would annually become enormous. 


Erskine stated : ‘these sumptuary measures appear to me 
by showing à 


to 
lead to the perpetuation of the custom, 


$ 
| je Datuy with the perpetrators ; as why should we acknowledge 
necessity for а Jhareja spen ing five to Six times the amount 


On his daughter's marriage than any other 
G From a different angle the anti-infanticide policy of the 
Overnment was scrutinised to reveal its limitations. In 1829 
ys Langford obtained demographic returns from Thakoor 
Son Sing, of the families of his Bhyad of Dherol Talook and 
mS t merit of such returns released by the Jharejas 1 ques- 
result angford himself was satisfied to deduce some favourable 
ec Б Showing clear decrease in the custom of infanticide. 
Ordingly, he was greatly enthused to present several of the 
harejas of that Bhyad with honorary dresses and other distinc- 


“п OL. 
$. Erskine raised а strong voice against such magnanimity 
f these returns were 


о 
Suus ground that 'the correctness ОЁ te sae 
e ely doubtful' Prevalence of (he criminal practi 
review Talooka at that time was clearly understood from the 
е Ata the census submitted by Erskine. — d l 
t liefs had the power to deceive the British overnment, 
Certainty Own evidence was taken © {ег exculpation, and 
Y confirmed them in the commission of the crime', wrote 


"Skine, 
In 1829 when Jhareja Jehaje^ Chief of Moorve, died 
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without making any investigations as to the state of рор 
in his Talook, his son was decorated with presents di 
honorary distinctions by the British Government on xu 8 
his father having been the first to renounce Infanticide, 


anti-infanticide measures-c 
instituted vigorously by Mr 
Kathiawar in recent past. 


Proposal of ‘national education’ 
» evolutionary at those critical hours when 


| 
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Willoughby’s coercive actions were at their height to terrify and 
Penalise the Jhareja community as a whole. 

To translate his noble idea of national education into actions 
Erskine was found to have brought a Pundit from Bombay and 
with close cooperation and help of Col. Shirref instituted а school 
in the bazar. This act of benefaction was novel and highly 
Satisfactory to the natives of Kathiawar. Another British official 
Capt. Jacob was a useful handle to Erskine in making his plan 
Of national education a reality. То those European officers pen 
Was mighter than the sword and accordingly, they attempted to 
Pursue completely a new line of administration to effect а per- 
Manent solution of the age-old problem of female infanticide 
"They were convinced perhaps that coercive and sumptuary 
Measures which were tried by their predecessors most expedi- 
ously could never bring any lasting and peaceful improvement 
in the societal situation amidst which the Jharejas were 


habituated to indulge the barbarous practice in question. Until 


ше people themselves would feel the notoriety of the custom 
dically. Persua- 


Nothing could be achieved substantially and ra г 
Чоп, reasoning and above all éducation should be the basis of 
future British administrative policy towards the Tharejas. С 
In the context of his plan of ‘national education a 
reiterated the immediate need of the knowledge about the Y. y 
Social history of the Jhareja tribe. He strongly desired a pe 
knowledge should be possessed by every British official 


might be entrusted to deal with the chronic problem of 


. ot A jt 
infanticide. Suppression of infanticide must have the D 5 
Ut such custom was not to be treated as an isolated even 


the traditional mode of living of the Jharejas. Early Мауи 
the people, their original position, their relations with the E T 
tribes with which they came in contact on their уша 

attywar and other relevant matters Wee the essentia! Р 
Wisites which must be known thoroughly by 


the Government 
i i e Jharejas 
Officials to cause a real administrative impact on th J 


and their social practices. Erskine emphasised Оп oe it 
155005 to impress upon the fact that without knowing Bo Ed 
Sociological and historical backgrounds of a ge vag 
S Butii бариде tala ERR POE сз 
Я м ene ng cordingly his 
бат the exigence of these basic materials 2 ООЛДУ 


task was to learn the circumstances’ social, economic and 
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political—under which the Jharejas had to maintain their exist- 
ence at Kattywar. He tried to understand how the cruel practice of 
female infanticide struck its firm roots in their society and why 
they took the custom as Sacred and inviolable. He was able to 
collect a rich material on various aspects of the Jharejas and the 
Same was useful in his estimation about 
Custom among the Jhareja group only of tk 
India. He attempted to go to the root 


engendered by various local and extraneous forces. Erskine was in 
agreement with Col. Walker п 


ot to treat the problem of infan- 
ticide as an isolated issue. Rather he intended to tackle the 
problem taking full Cognizance of all social, economic and 
political developments that 


the Jharejas had meanwhile 
encountered іп 


their immediate relations with other social 
groups of the area. 


His plan of ‘nati 


the importance of the 
he Rajpoots of western 
of the social problem 


onal education’ appears to have been 


О for his own colleagues 


The act of benefaction envisaged by 


р cial malady of the Jharejas- 
His plan of action stood in со 


ing univers 


to expose Ше 
According to Todd, 
5 of the Jadows, but 
had lost their caste 
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Matrimonial engagements with them’. Their great power and 
Strength. enabled them at last to overcome the caste feeling of 
the Rajpoots in obtaining their daughters in marriage. Todd 
Temarked that by intermarriage with the Muslims the Jharejas 
as а divison of the Jhadow Rajpoots lost their caste and 
Erskine added to this: ‘political causes have disunited them 
from the Muslims, and they desire again to be considered 
85 pure Rajpoot but, having been contaminated (with Muslims), 


по Rajpoot will intermarry with them’. 

Erskine continued to say that the fact of the Jam’s 
family having saved only two daughters since their arrival 
in Kattywar (Gujarat) spoke volumes. The Raos of Kutch 
Never preserved one legitimate daughter in their families till the 
Present Chief did, As a matter of fact, Jam Tumachee saved 
а daughter sixty-six years ago, Raja Ubhesingjee of Jhodpur 
Married that daughter with pomp. This was the solitary instance 
ОЁ a Jhareja princes being accepted in marriage by a Rajpoot 
King, А sister of an ancestor of the Jam, when the family was 
11 Kutch, and before the Kattywar branch reached the peninsula, 
Was married to the viceroy of Ahmedabad, a son of the Gret 

oghul Emperor of Delhi. Relevance of these social deve 2m 
ments can be clearly understood from the historical а 
by Col, Walker) which have been appended below. An extr a 
fascinating history that was documented by Erskine in ы; 
Yoluminous report shows how the Jharejas were compe | 
ünder painful circumstances to embrace the idea of killing rt 
infants immediately after delivery. Contextually, Erskine raise 
Some Pertinent points in stating ‘whether the Jharejas were vee 
lutety addicted to this crime (under motives of pride) MEE oy 
arrived in Kutch from Sind, or even when they arrivi s 
attywar from Kutch, or whether they were iw. td ir 
Perpetration of it from not being able to obtain pudet pé 
ughters among their new Rajpoot neighbours, it 1$ а of it 
they could have had no reason to continue the comm АТ 
A they had by force of arms established their А m 
18 province by their conquest of the Jetwa Sr Ane Thallas 
Constitution of their capital at Nowanugeet a IER reds 
twas and the other true Rajpoot tribes. been able to resis 
“fectually the ee enr to give their daughters to 
p Of spurious descent, and moreover, who Hia not ue 
“It female offsprings in return, the mischievous results would 


FIX) 
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have been averted, but their physical power prevailed over the 
customs of the subdued tribes.’ 

But currently no obstacle existed to marry the daughters 
among the classes equal in all respects both of caste, consequence 
or substance and yet under the ominous spell of sentiment and 
vanity the Jharejas were commissioning an old practice of 
infanticide. Entire social and political situation in Kattywar 
had since appreciably changed but the Jharejas remained extra- 
ordinarily faithful and rigid to a custom initiated by their 
forefathers. In the face of such peculiar mental bend of the 
Jharejas Erskine suggested intelligently that ‘if, therefore, the 
obstacles to the marriage of the females are removed, what can 
be the operating cause for the commission of the crime at the 
present day? The cause is ignorance, arising from want 0 
education. The Jharejas kill their children because their atten- 
Чоп never having been drawn to it, they have never even give? 
the subject a thought." 


In this connection Erskine referred to a memorandum? that 
recorded the nature of intermarrying groups amongst the Jharejas 
and other Rajpoots. Prescriptive marriages which were in forc? 
at that time in Kattywar were interestingly revealed in this 0000“ 
ment. On analysis the following intermarrying groups ar? 
obtained : (i) Chief Jam was required to give daughters in the 
family of the Chief of Drangdra. As head of the Jhalla trib? 
Drangdra family could o; i i 


utana. This much was the 
ility. On the ot d, the 
Jam could receive daughter from сотен 


He could take, on thé 
ejas, such as the Bhyad of the 
and Gohels; (iii) The Raja © 
с i give daughters only to the Jam and to the 
hief family of the Jhallas and he would receive only #0 
e cod Jhallas, Waghelas, and Jetwas. (iv) Waghelas 

the pride and compulsion to receive daughters only from 
апа Rahtores and to give’ daughters only #0 
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Jhallas, Jharejas, and Gohels; (v) Pirmars were permitted to 
Sive daughters to every sect of Rajpoots, but they received 
singularly from Jharejas, Gohels, and Jhallas. Besides these 
five most important intermarrying groups, the Jharejas and Sodas 
had the unique social practice to marry their illegitimate 
daughters to Musalmans. Communal marriages were еп: 
Couraged perhaps to set free those illegitimate daughters from 
the cruel jaw of social ridicule and insecurity. Such develop: 
ment, was, no doubt, of immense importance in sociological study 
Of Indian marriage customs with special reference to the 
Rajpoots, 

Pointing to the above institutional characteristics of Jhareja 
Marriage Erskine said that ‘from this Government will be able 
to judge the change which it will be necessary to effect 
before Infanticide and its operating causes are discontinued’ and 
Concurrently drew Government's attention to the historical back- 
&round of the social genesis of the custom of infanticide in terms 
of Col. Tod’s masterly analysis* of the problem. Interestingly it 
15 learnt that religion no where authorised this barbarous practice, 
Tather the societal Jaws which regulated marriages amongst the 

ajpoots were powerfully responsible to. promote Infanticide. 
Inter-clan (Campa) marriages and intra-tribe (Ges) АА 
Were prohibited and accordingly, every tribe had te ne Ar 
10 a race distinct from its own, for suitors for the em il 
Tolonged war, family feuds and other such impediments ЕШ, А 
enormous difficulties to tribes situated remote from each Шы 
3nd eventually they were in trouble to upheld the preser! i 
Social laws governing mating pattern. Infanticide, of ‘fern i 
Infants provided excellently with an outlet for diminishing Ше 
Ver Р T ediate amendments to such 
Cry population of the females. - Immedia" Ни 
ngid social laws affecting marriages. marriage-dowers 8 


basic 
Unreas ly needed to. remove the 
on urgently ne 5 
able expenses were urg vide. Erskine attempted to 


Cause of the оф infanti 

e odious custom of intan pare: а 
ШУ his entire emphasis оп this particular social К ы 
Cver within the focus of the current policy i 


OVernment | 
ial hi harejas 
A i ocial history of the J i 

ии: wee t policy of the British 


the limitations i in сштеп 

ions inherent in Р A 
Wine ment towards suppression of infanticide cae oy өй 
‘th some concrete suggestions 40 tackle more etheienty 


Problem jn question. His suggestions may be summarised as 


and 
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follows: (1) all the Rajpoot Chiefs in Kattywar must enter к 
engagement that they will not give their daughters to any E 
who will not give them their daughters in return? Such Mae 
ment would effectively stamp out the pride and the M 
wickedness of the Jharejas who should ђе censured not only by 
the Government but also by the community of Rajpoot к 
whole. Collective pressure was to be brought to mend t 
psycho-social understanding of the Jharejas about the custom. Р 
(2) The Jhareja Chiefs must enter into а ‘stipulation E 
the expenses of the marriages of the daughters of their P 
shall not exceed the amount to be fixed at a general meeting O 
the caste" Exigence of extravagant marriage-expenses had to be 


nulled to bring relief to the indigent Jharejas and to dwarf E. 
extreme sense of family pride and Superiority of the а иеп 
Jharejas. 


(SPA! distinctly specified 
in case of infringement of thei, 
to be fixed 


Girass and 


penalty ought to be proclaimed 
г engagements after a certain y 
by the Government, Penalty would be (a) loss 0 


Erskine remarked : “I shall allude 


Past, and Т fee] Sure that almost 
willingly agree to this.’ 
of thei 


; ct of their Bhyads and 
vassals must strictly be adhered to. The Chiefs must remain 
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pee available demographic data must be carried out 
Gite a Е оп ae а n such occasions all Jhareja 
Reliability A pur o grant their honest and full support. 
S rest СРО census figures ought to be ensured in the very 
е Government. 

m o General amnesty to the committers of crime might be 
tribes ‚ © enlist the people, not only the Јћагејаз, but also other 
feeli E un Government's favour and Erskine opined that 'such a 
on E will give weight and efficiency to the measures of coercion.’ 
of! B otherhand, ; whenever a change was preferred, or suspicion 
Ew же of infanticide exists, inquiry should immediately follow’. 
E Go submitted that ‘period of two years or such other times 
oan унеш shall decide, shall be granted which time no in- 
eA ion shall be made either with regard to former or late 
du s and that the result of the census at the termination of 
Period shall be the test’. Meanwhile, ‘kind treatment and 
Я would have to be continued never losing sight of the 
Position of the penalty in case of determined disobedience. 
prona contacts and communications with the Jhareja Chiefs 
Ould be immensely helpful in ascertaining the fact of their 


adherence to the Engagement. 
Eun) Besides present censor 
Gack 2 censor would have to be ар 
collusion or error. In this context, 
E to the divided between two cens 
De to go to different districts every year EY eed 
3t and thereby chances of mistakes would be greatly diminished. 
Jh (8) Assistance of the Rao of Kutch, the head of the 
агеја community would have to be encouraged by every means 
ecause such assistance happened to be “the most essential 


m derata towards the suppression of the crime". T 
CARO Ева xely on the strength of а 
i Е т ed by His Highness the 


Rao Private letter’ that was once address а 
infa to the Chief Jam to ventilate his strong 09] 8 
Nticide. у 
Tt is known further that а general convocation of the Chiefs 
at P ~ Rajpoot race, sanctioned by Government, te ү. 
а$ ћоој where a plan for the desirable conduct of а @ asses 
Well as for reconciling all discordant customs and fixing the 
atital relations within the Rajpoot race in Kattywar on a secure 
Permanent basis was cherished to be drawn giving respect and 


Moonshee Goolam Mahomed 
pointed on same salary to 
the Jhareja districts would 
ors and they would be 
which they visited 
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publicity to the stupendous task achieved before by the pe 
Rana Jeysing of Amber. Erskine proposed to utilise i 
glorious precedent of one of the noblest of the Rajpoot race 
educating the local Rajpoots and particularty the Jharejas. Б 
(9) Education must be thought as the only means by ж А 
Government would be able with all their power at comma 


К 3 er 
to eradicate ‘effectually and finally’ the atrocious crime now E 
Severe surveillance. Through education ‘mental impri 


ment and moral amelioration’ of the mass of the people should 
have to be achieved to root out infanticide once for all. ыан 
noted that ‘the most ignorant individuals as well as nations have 
been the most vicious and degraded’. 


" ing 
Furthermore, Erskine referred to another таа 
social issue which another British administrator Mr, Wilkins 
happened to record earlier. 


The issue was precisely this that 
On the commission of the atrocious deed of infanticide the 
Jhareja concerned used to consider himself so polluted as € 
require the purification which had been observed by the Hindoos 
On the occasion of any offence being committed against his 
Spiritual cum 


and that such purification 


» did not possess even the 
show of conscience. 
Erskine had the ос 


| { casion to expose а lamentable situatio” 
in which out of 28 Jhareja Chiefs to whom Mr. Willoughby sent 
the Proclamation, only 8 or 9 уу; 

same, 


ere in a position to read the 
The Chiefs of Rajkot and Gondul had even n? 
knowledge of this document. Only two COpies were despatche! 
to Chief Jam but he never read the same. The poorer Chiefs. 
Talookdars of some villages п 
them. Deplorable ignorance 


. . P. Willoughby and а 
ted promptly. 
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oe with his lengthy report on the present administrative 
ae pertaining to apti-infanticide movements in Kattywar 
skine supplied a number of important documents to establish 
ents оп Government's policy of 


X sagacious views and comm 
administration of the Jharejas in the peninsula. These documents 
information which had 


Supplement many useful and interesting 
E bearing оп the problem of infanticide and 15 
ispensation. Six documents? which have been appended below 
аге : (i) extract from Erskine's letter to Mr. С. E. Trevelyan; 
Deputy Secretary to Government, Fort William, dated 31 
August, 1835; (ii) the new Proclamation drafted by Erskine, 
(iii) an official circular to all Rajpoots of the area, (iv) a state- 
E showing receipts on account of Mohsulle and Infanticide 
und by 30 April, 1837 (у) сору of Resolutions passed by 
Several Rajas and Rajpoot Chiefs ш Chapaheree meeting before 


Mr. Wilkinson on 26 January, 1836, and (vi) a letter from 
Political Agent at Rajkot to the censor Moonshe Ghoolam: 


Mahomed dated 23 June, 1835. 

(1) Erskine’s letter of 31.8.1835 
Special mentioning in this context because 
significant observations of the writer who 
Suppression of infanticide appeared to him 
difficult subject’ that the British G 
deal with in India. Even *Suttees, 
їп the Ganges, Were nothing when comp у 
Opinion of Erskine who stated further that 10 check Infanticide 
We have to oppose not only sentiments which are strong enough 
to suppress the common feelings of human nature... -but also to 


interfere in the most secret and sacred affairs among the higher 
Erskine came to Kattywar 1n 


Classes of natives, of woman . - -- 

about 1825 and since then he was deeply associated with the 

Problem and even then he had the strong feelings like ate crea 

=. experienced how the Government-appointed Mehtas Wes 

nie cajoled by false returns, 

zu ges, not only by the classes С 
er inhabitants whom long habit h 


business with indifference, if not absolute ap 
rrangement with all 


r ; 

ня. to state that his strong and quick а у 

mi Tharejas to receive *quarerly statements ОЁ the births’ proved 
mately an ‘utter failure’ within six months when most of the 


J ; : 
harejas declared their inability (0 act up to their agreement, 


to Mr. Trevelyan deserves 
it contains many 
confessed that the 
фу far the most 
d ever had to 
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He further pointed out that several Jhareja fathers assured him 
that they dared not establish any scrutiny regarding their grown- 
ир sons and the few censuses that were furnished were actually 
‘drawn up by guess-work from what may be termed the tittle- 
tattle of the villages’. 

Erskine again offered a new idea when he suggested 
that the Jharejas being blood-related to the Rao of Kutch 
they might be requested to inform Rao as the head BoE 
the tribe, as well as Government, ‘the fact of their wives being 
enceinte and eventually the result’. But his new idea was 
unfortunately received by the Jharejas ‘with feelings of equal 
disgust and horror’. Fresh Proposal ‘to grant a portion to 
every Jhareja girl on her marriage’ which was forwarded by his 
predecessor Mr. Gardiner had been 'explicitly negatived' even 
by the Honorable Court of Directors. In this context Erskine 
even thought to use ‘direct authority and force’ against the 
Jharejas in order to check incidences of female infanticides. But 
to him at the same time unjustified, as it 
would be ‘at variance with the spirit, if not the letter of the 
treaty’. Thus, he dropped the idea of direct action against the 
SJharejas, 


Erskine’s above communication contains many interesting 
facts which possess social 


| and historical importance. № 
is learnt that in March 1830 Hon. Sir John Malcolm ‘himself 
came at Bhooj to add j 


Erskine remarked ; є do, 


FOURTH PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS 137 


m аа of success rests with Rao, who is most sincere in 
зл Sues oi the crime and his wish to stop it? ‘ʻA 
E Eu about the extent of Infanticide in Indian 
aa > ccording to Erskine as well as Wilkinson, was still to 
e within the. reach of the British Government. 

pe E. the newly drafted Proclamation it was strongly 
i csl y Erskine that the British Government would no longer 
ae llent о take resolute steps to abolish this iniquity’ 
Dei infanticide) and in, this regard the Government 
Тер hold ‘an assembly of the principal Rajpoot Chiefs for 
of reconciling any difference and of concerting а 

system of social intercourse to be decided upon by the 


Chi 3 
efs themselves, taking into their serious consideration the 


Das of their respective tribes, and brotherhoods, assisted 
m $ British Government's representative". He made it clear 
Priva e Government must have no desire ‘to introduce on the 
VADE of any Rajpoot family further than the interests of 

and of justice require'; for which reason the Government 


M + meu а . 
ould have to discontinue the system of inquisition into prl- 
the censors’. Penalty for 


va Mat Т 
Ds families, with ‘the exception © 

а mmission of any further infanticide would, henceforth, mean 
ntire loss of Стазу and (iii) degradation in the eyes of the 


EDI. The Jharejas Were again warned that for infanticide 
Very Chief would surely forfeit his estate and he would not be 
allowed to appeal to the Govern: future misconduct. 


I ment for his 
pate Proclamation it was emphasised that the context of the 
cument must be read to ever 


y Chief and Talookdar in the 
Presence of his whole Durbar, Bhyad and her to persons by al 
arbarees. 
an Gii) The circular that was issued by Erskine was precisely, 
Do: invitation to all Rajpoots t rank to jom the рго- 
aa assembly at Bhooj, whic 
ind eon about the problem © 
VES RUE upon à remedy an ] 
voaa such rules for the Rajpoot communit 
e help the people in marrying their daugh 
Penses and other social and psychologie 
5 Жо А detailed statement was submitte 
receipts on account of Mohsulle: 
1834 and 30 Арт, 


duri 
1 > the period -between 16 September, 
- Fines levied on the Tributaries and Mohsullee collec- 
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; o 
tion from the Tributaries in each month from September t 


December, 1834 and in eleven months between 1835 and 1836 
and three months of 1837 were recorded to present the total 
amount of collection of Rs. 1,15,525-6-2. Concurrently theamount 
Of disbursements from the said Fund was also noted for E 
period between 31 July, 1835 and 30 April, 1837. А total E 
Rs. 6,594-14-10 went out of this Fund for meeting (a) m 
rewards that the Government declared in due appreciation on 
those Jharejas who preserved a number of daughters in their 
families or those Jharejas and other persons who helped 


Government in detecting cases of infanticide within the time- 
зар in question or (b) the marriage-expenses of some 
Jhareja's daughters, or 


(c) amount involved in the remission 
from the tribute of the persons concerned. From this state- 
ment it is known that i 


n as many as 28 cases the Јћагеја 
fathers concerned were rewarded cash-gifts for their acts of pre- 
Servation of female children, in 3 cases the persons concerned 
Were rewarded for detecting 


concealed cases of infanticide, in 
only 4 cases financial assistan: 


by the Talookdar (landlord) of 
» the balance in the credit of Infanti- 
n to be Rs. 1,15,525.6.2 on the closing date 
of April, 1837. 


Agent at Bhopal, 
them, prohibiting 
tories. 
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natural cri As E 
tira cii of fame nie К 
was also supplied with th n US uu 
de has рр 1 е census form іп which the figures for 
Sie at a population was to be recorded. This form pre- 
И и the intellectual bend of the then British officers 
MM. already understood the unique importance of census 
ОШЫЙ ior administrative tool against infanticide. Ths 
NE ensor Dos also asked to be ‘careful to respect Jharejas' 
mun and ‘not to offend their prejudices, and again, 
s ЧЕ with the privacy of married life and not 
Vished" t5 ne jealousy within the people. He was further 
TOM Eas widest publicity of the Proclamation recently 
REN е Government of Bombay against infanticide, more 
Vs ain y among the inferior members of the community. He 
east povara to detect ‘the delinquents’, and all suspicious 
might $ ould “Бе brought to the notice of Erskine. Censor 
oe "liberal rewards and promises of protection to in- 

S' against the offenders concerned among the Jharejas. 


G 

ape ment also expected from Ghoolam Mahomed all notices 

Out the Jharejas who had preserved daughters but did not 
ir marriage-expenses- The 


prag ss the means of defraying the 

pem censor was, thus, found to bear а number of vital respon- 

th ities, satisfaction of which would very Jargely strengthen 
М à uture policy of Government towards the infanticide- 

kon tising Jharejas in particular and the Rajpoot inhabitants of 
tywar (Gujarat) in general. 

tio; Erskine noted in his lengthy communic 
n of Kattywar was small and the Rajpoots О 


w 

qe mostly cultivators by profession, ОГ employed themselves 

Other occupations ОЁ productive labour, and again, the defi- 
i не Jharejas must 


i of women among so large a 2 
5 done much mischief to the prosperity of the country e 
Hered with another piece of interesting news that in all 
iwi towns there happened to exist a 
Curse degraded wretches,, the Powyas, inmate 
Dugge of ‘the most abominable wickedness - | : 
КОПТЕ Gondul and Rajkot were the principa ү of 0 
DN He pointed out that ‘the present Jam 192 six. wives, 
QE m concubines, besides his assuming (0 himself the privilege of 
5 Е with any female whom his Са 
upposed what a scene exist of 


ation that popula- 
f the lower orders 


price points out; it can 
female murder in his 
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palace and environs’, 
to outline the existing 
Jharejas were facing in 


These facts are, indeed, potent enough 
societal conditions which the inferior 
their daily life and living in Kattywat. 
Such socio-economic Situation in the Jhareja society has to be 
kept constantly in mind to appraise the issue of female infanti- 
cide in its right perspective. The merits and demerits of the 


correct perspective, Anti-infanticide 
te placed on a new line by Erskine 
sired by the Government of Bombay: 


movements in Kattywar we 
to yield the best results de. 


REFERENCE-NOTES : 


1. Th > 
e Petition submitted by а deputation of Jhareja Chiefs in the 


h ea of Soorajee’s case in 1836 : 
. P. Willoughby, Esq. Political Agent in Kattywar. 


Jharej р = 
jum Toe Jessajee, Murwanjee, of the Moorvee Bhyad; 
of the бан uct Rajpoora; Jharejas Samutsingjee,  Wunajee, 
the Rajkot a ^ hyad; Јћагејав _Tessajee, Meroojee, Музее, of 
GEhthe Dhez ee ; Jharejas Doongurjee, Dajeebhye, Bharajee, Hallajee, 
Veerpoor Wi ee Јћатејаѕ Moolajee, Gopaljee, Ughabhye, of the 
Adabhaee, udo Bhyad; Jharejas Khanjee, Puchanjee, Kesserjee, 
Sumvut iN я d e Satodur Wowree Bhyad, petition as follows :— In 
ОКЕ dau s ajor Walker effected arrangements for the preservation 
A Ens BH of the Jhareja people, who therefore preserved them. 
а strict CURES her the European gentlemen nor principal Bhoomias kept 
have violat 4 lance, in consequence of which some ignorant persons may 
these eu those arrangements unknowingly. Cases against some of 
ven prow и been investigated, and the accusation has probably 
ed, for which reason the petty Talookdars and Zumindars 


Petition 
that past offences may be pardoned. From henceforward Colonel 
iz that from this time 


‘alker’. 
oed arrangements shall be acted up to, VIZ» 
uch an S one among the Jharejas shall put his daughter to death. 
e PM REED we will write and make over. Should the same 
Offender. ‚ and a daughter be killed, the person concerned is ап 
from hi against the Government, and we will not drink water taken 
is house. This writing we are ready, of our own free will and 

favour of acceding 


Dleasy 

to "he to execute: therefore let the Saheb do the 

prayer of this petition, for the greater Talookdars will not petition 
Ashad Shood Sth. In the handwriting 


past history of the Jharejas 


istrict of Hallar, the 
ibe were 


the supposition is pl 
o leave their original 
after assistance 
bad, one of their Chiefs 
Their persuasion 


een e { 
eL Teen, we are in ignorance 01: 
that Шз ahomedan dynasty in 
heritar were compelled by superi 
EGER They, however, arrived in Kutch, 
Succeeded хош. {һе Mahomedan King of Аһ 
and habi in establishing his power in that country: 
its were at that time entirely Mahomedan. The inroad into 


atty 
о fe Eundred оо the brother of the Kutch 
for the murder of his father, 


Soverei 

lentis SF King having, in revenge 2 

Е the family title of Јат, 010 derived from the Emperor 

Under ae whom the Jhareja family boasted to be descended, and 
Emperors authority assumed that of Rao, still possessed by 


їп 


142 FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA 


istrict 
the Kutch sovereign) ended in the conquest of the ppt. 
of the peninsula, then under the dominion of the Jetwa uy ~ b. 
by this powerful band. Upwards of 25,000 men АЈА а ke ee 
reached Kattywar under Jam Rawul, who finally establis| зе БС s 
in the port of Nagne (Nagbunder) the site of the sage iE 
Nowanuggur. When this host arrived, they found in t e umor 
Jetwa, Jhalla, Gohel, Purm, and Waghela Rajpoots. Their 


5 time 
With their Musalman neighbours in the north having been by that 
dissolved, they had n 


found themselves constrai 


ir, as head of the Jhalla tribe,—to E) 
Yet given one. In Rajpootan 
У; but they will not take bu 
5 has been preserved for e 
Ramsingjee of Jodhpoor. Ta 
P Bhownuggur, Soda; from the head fami 
j give his daughters to the Jam 
» Poorbunder, and Arreysir (a Bhyad of Kutch): 


from the head Jharejas, such as the Bhyad of the T 
» Chowras, and Gohels. The Raja of Bhownuggur W. 
give to the Jam and to the Chief famil 


Y of the Jhallas. He will take 
elas, and Jetwas; will give 10 
m petty Jhallas and Jharejas- 

'Sitimate daughters to Musul- 
Kessurbaee, the daughter of Као 


i to the late Jhar 
Wife's sister. "These two ladies were the а 
Nuggur. Parkur. Waghelas 


Rahtores; and wil 


eja Jyajee's 
aughters of Soda Morgee, of 
take from Jhallas, Pirmars, and 
Jharejas, and Gohels. Pirmars will 


d will take from Jharejas, Gohels, 


will 
l give to Jhallas, 
t of Rajpoots, ап 


ale infanticide of 


gaciously remarks that, « 


although religion nowhere 
Ti 


ty, the laws which Tegulate Marriage amongst the 
Promote Infanticide, Not only is intermarriage 
nilies of the same clan (Campa), but between those 
Gote); and fhough centuries may have intervened 
n, and branches thus S 
упис, they can never be regrafted on the origina 
es have separated the two 
younger, the Seesodia, bee 
8 distinct States, a marriage 
ed incestuous. The Seesodia 
and regards every female of the race 
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as his si В 
sister. Every tribe has, therefore, to look abroad, to a гасе 


disti 5 

Wem Боп its own for suitors for the females. Foreign war, inter- 

E or s, or other calamities, affect tribes the most remote from 

NEM > дЫ can war ог famine thin the clans of Marwar without 

Е з us female population of Amber. Thus both suffer ша 

dcs gree. Many virtuous and humane princes have endeavoured 
or mitigate an evil, in the eradication of which every parental 


feelin: 
would co-operate. Sumptuary edicts alone can control it; and 


the j 
Rajpoots were never sufficiently enamoured of despotism to permit 
The plan proposed, and in 


Rs е within their private dwellings. 
eA Suis followed, by the great Jeysing of Amber, might with 
E to perm and with great probability of success. He sub- 
(s e prince of every Rajpoot State a decree, which was laid 
И onvocation of their respective vassals, їп which he regulated 
tothe ja, or dower, and other marriage expenditure, with reference 
Е property of the vassal, limiting it to one year’s income of the 

е. 

2: The private letter of the 
ae оп һауе asked my advice, 
iet mae children, to which the 
thing e what you have written, І 
uA e Sirkar would not notice i 2 
m е agree to pursue it? Му advice is this: 
€ ged the affairs of this part of the country, 

fa entered into engagements pledging your Kn 
СЕ our) to maintain them. That pledge continu 
ght to adopt every measure accordingly, because 


that we do not violate the precepts of our Dhurm Shasters. 
in the same, and strive by all те 


AD, and we ought to entertai 
Ccomplish good.” 
6. Documents are as follows: 
E TREVELYAN, Esq» 


А (i) Extract from а letter of ERSKINE to C. 
ригу Secretary to Government, Fort William; dated 3151 August, 1835. 
е by far the most diffi- 


cult i suppression of Infantécide appears 10 T 
the im ject that we have ever had to deal wi Suttees, oF 
to it molation of children in the Ganges, Were no 
to th They simply required the fiat of the Government 10 Һ 
16.5 em in our own territories; but even to check Infanticide we азр 
сопу рроѕе not only sentiments which are strong enough to suppress the 
uon feclings of human nature, and, I may even say, of т most 
am ge wild animals, but to interfere in the most secret and sacred affairs 
Ong the higher classes of natives, of women; for no one who has 


е 5 4 : vati 
en a short time in India, and has used in powers of observation, can 
very man pretending 40 тез- 


a helped perceiving how scrupulously © 

tability refrain from any allusion to his females, old or young. 
Zeal Mum I first came to Kutch ten years ago, 1 set out with all the 
mistak а newcomer to root out the practice, but 1 soon discovered my 
either е... The Mehtas, sent at my request. bY the then Regency, d 
only ned by false returns, of expelled from. towns and villages, not 
У the classes charged with the crime, but by the other inhabitants 


RAO to the JAM reads as follows : 
through Mehta Toolseedas, about kill- 
Sirkar is making objections. My reply 
believe that if it was not an improper 
t, and if it is an improper thing how 
when Colonel Walker 
I have understood that 
owl (Solemn Word of 
es to respect and you 
the Sirkar is anxious 
Such is their 
ans to 
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arranged with them 
their respective estates. v 
but it was the best I could hit upon at the moment. It proved, ho 


В d 
; within six months most of the Jharejas det 
10 their agreement, ever as far as regarded Һе! 


Several fathers, for instance, assured 


me that they dare not estab- 
lish such scrutiny regarding their grown 


-up sons, and the few censuses 
п drawn up by guess-work from 


When it to the Јћагеја members of the Regency, theY 
received it with feelings Two modes fur- 
The one to use direct 


under these Circumstances I was 


Teiterating th 
И they broke it, 
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that 
На peas perhaps only chance of success rests with the Rao, who 
т decani in his detestation of ihe crime and his wish to stop it. 
extent of ee with Mr. Wilkinson that Infanticide is carried to an 
Колай m ich we have hardly yet a complete notion in India, The 
Musalmans e very ECCE that he had just found out that a tribe of 
inhabit the called | Summas," who came originally from Sind, and now 
EN EE in the Runn, paying all ill-defined obedience to Kutch, 
of GERA aughters to death merely to save the expense and trouble 
to АЕ ет. Не has taken a bond from all the heads of the tribe 
its ae on the horrid custom, but, as he justly remarked, he has hardly 
1 ta of enforcing it. 
bit BM no intention, when I took up my реп, 
in Kutch: ^ insensibly drawn on to tell you all I 
© ней 6 its origin, I can only repeat the general t 
cannot cds on by one of the Jharejas to prevent their daughters, 
tution. E in their own tribe, from disgracing their families by prosti- 
Whilst th е Jharejas of Kutch have, perhaps, adopted all the vices, 
People e have few or none of the saving qualities of Musalmans. No 
Strange E to have so thorough a conte 
O say, we often see the “dowagers” of households taking the 


lead ; 

are s both public and private matters amongst them. Their tenets 

› However, that women are innately vicious; and it must be con- 
idees in 


essed 4 
Sed that they have good cause to draw this co 
е female. We can 


i 
ch I strongly suspect there is hardly one chast 
iled to Infanti- 


Under, 
derstand the men amongst the Jharejas getting reconci 
their very births as a necessary 


have been told to me 
tought before married from other tribes, and even 
Of their from distant countries, have strenuously urged the destruction 
Зраге fee | infants, even in opposition to the father’s disposition to 

m. This is a state of things for which I confess I cannot offer 


Dy e E 5 
Wolf, Xplanation, and which would astonish us in a tigress or à she- 


of saying so much, 
know of Infanticide 
radition of its being 
who 


mpt for women, and yet, 


(A true extract) 
(Signed) HENRY POTTINGER. 


(True copy) 
(Signed) J. ERSKINE, 
Political Agent. 


(i) ERSKINE’S New Draft of Proclamation : 
А Proclamation. И 
Notwithstanding the great anxiety so often evinced on the part 
custom of killing 


th : - 
е Sirkar, concerning the abolition of the wicked 


fe 

Male ; [ 

1 i infants, which has so long existed in the province of Kattywar, 

ot appears, from returns of the population of the Jharejas and 
+ day committed. 


е: 
15, that this crime is up to the presen 
Mr. Willoughby, the late Political Agent, took the greatest in- 
ae subject, yet the people appear to have neglected his bene- 
| ms and the orders of Government. 
Some t tting both God and man at defiar 
€rs, have preserved up to this time 


FI—i9 


tere, 3 
st i 
Vole, in 
nce, the Јћагеја5, and even 
in this atrocity. 
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4. Every person possessed of reason knows that there is an ыза 
and Almighty Power on high, to whom every mortal is responsible, ШУ 
who will exact strict retribution from those who obstinately and wicked 
transgress his laws, while he loves and protects all who obey his Xo d 

5. To the good government of the affairs of this temporal VM 
it is also requisite that in every community there should be ра Em 
mount power. The rules and ordinances deliberately settled by [= 
are binding on all who owe obedience to that power, and who are РГ 
tected by its just laws. this 

6. The British Government here informs the perpetrators of T 
crime that it is no longer possible to set the laws of God and man 4 
defiance, and that Government is determined to take resolute steps E. 
abolish this iniquity and to attempt to bring the Jharejas and those wh 
continue the commission of the crime to reason and to virtue. 


2 5 
7. The steps which the Government are resolved to pursue toward 
this and have been communicated t 


о the Chiefs, and are now declare 
irrevocable. 


for the purpose of reconciling 
any differences and of concerting a sensible system of social intercourse 
mselves, taking into their serious 
espective tribes, and brotherhood! з) 
S representative. At this meeting 
р d all circumstances and all opinio?? 
listened. to. and decided upon, in a temperate and impartial manner; 8e. 
possibly suffer. 


Wed to approach the Sirkar, ехсеР 
ТЕ ff, like а Dher. that 
io de ese orders are irrevocable: but let every one know 


© respect the rules of Government shall be for ever upheld: 
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and every indul 
5 gence shall b В е 
and virtuous course. e shown to those who continue in а good 
13: i 
conduct а = и observes with much satisfaction the 
rappa Bhyad, who have 
as son: 3 3 preserved as many di 
being the 5s is greatly to be hoped that this Bhyad has Е 
Em st to set the virtuous example of having renounced this horrid 
ited dm ould any man, through folly or wickedness, have still com- 
him Е Re Er be aware of the penalties he incurs and let 
course of vi i i d 
CET гам irtue in obedience to the law of the Shasters 
1 5 А 4 
ЛИ This Proclamation js to be read to every Talookdar in the 
Hoozoor of his whole Durbar, Bhyad, and others present at the 
explained and all Karbarees are strictly enjoined to have it read and 
ord 19; the Thakoors and others concerned, and Government will 
Slee the neglect of Karbarees on such a subject. 
e will follow the renewed engagements entered into with the Jam 


їп 1812. 
(Signed) JAMES ERSKINE, 
Political Agent. 


Kattywar Political Agent's Office, Rajkot, 30th june, 1837. 


iii 
Gib RUD to be distributed to all Rajpoots of Kathiawar : 
of ie with the deepest concern the British Government first heard 
“їйє е child-murder in this province. Conceiving it a duty to the 
and Giver of all things to inquire into the truth of it, they have 


Accordingly done so. 
the ES very painful for t 
and E and express law 
о а painful to know that those favour 
Warn VE and care of his people should not only hav 
ut SAT against and punish them for every transgressio ] 
they baie on the contrary, set themselves up 101 opposition to. what 
actual SAM holy writings, the Shasters, and have persevered in the 
shudder ommission of the practice at which all reasonable men will 
‚ as highly offensive to the Rewarder of good actions and the 


Punisher of bad 
the un Talookdars of this prov 
and ae of qualifying their children by education 
the ies ge for themselves, so as 10 be in all case 
Menten duties of guiding thei 
Who ie agreeably to the wi 
Persuatig appointed them unceasingly (0 
o dem od by punishment make th 
the wi him. During 6,000 years that God has been pl f s 
Plasite tld with a history, many examples have occurred of his dis- 
im Е. having been drawn down on man for the purpose of punishing 
can Sate disregard of the law made to guide him. Many instances 
it, for ( rought forward of power taken who had misused 

he purpose of deterring princes from misrule, and although the 


Power 
assert б the Rajpoots may not have been 
at they have kept the word of God or studied to please him, 


n of his law, 


ince. have unfortunately not been in 
{0 read the Shasters 


s able to discharge 
owards educating 
ler of the world, 
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i j irtue 
and laboured to stamp on the character of their subjects ег. 
required by all to be a subject in his kingdom; on the авы o. 
Sirkar cannot refrain from being alarmed at the denuncia! nm. 
Heaven against a practice utterly repugnant to goodness an (med 
and all the kind affections bestowed by God on his. people; and i pu 
the manifestation of his wrath has been delayed till this day, i E uf 
be expected so to continue unless they cease so great a viola 
his divine law. Ws. 

Impressed with the responsibility of the situation in which es = 
pleased God to place this Sirkar, it entreats the Jharejas not о а 
Satisfied with following the customs of their fathers, but to exa i 
them, and convince themselves that they are in strict conformity i 
the law of God; for if not, they are most certainly displeasing 


ifs 
him, and sure to be followed by severe punishment. Let all Chie 
educate their children, and te: 


м се 
ach them to read their Shasters, and seil 
what they ought to do to obey the law of God and to maintain t 
estates in their ancient pros. 


perity. 
There may have been 
hundred 


giving daughters to 
and of the Jharejas being 
of money on the marriage 


hem, appears to be a hin- 
of female infants; and the wise and the 


may without difficulty €X- 

"d by wise arrangements remove all obstacles 

—8 work which will be highly pleasing to God, and therefore highly 

gratifying to the British Government. 

(Signed) JAMES ERSKINE.. 
Political Agent. 


jkot, 30th June, 1837. 
the several Ка 


Kattywar Political Agent's Office, Ra г 
(у) Resolutions Passed by jas and Rajpoot Chiefs (when ~ 
assembled at Chapaheree by Mr. Wilkinson, the Political Age?! 

а! Bhopaul) for better carrying into execution the orders issue? 

by them, Prohibiting 


Female Infanticide within their several Terri- 


| 
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tories; j i 
s; the object of these Resolutions being the removal ој те 


ee which lead to Infanticide. 
. The chief сам hich j 

m е se which has led Rajpoots to destr i 
ghters is that several families of Rajpoots will receive in ST 


the 1 
daughters of Rajpoots of several others tribes, but they refuse to 


give t i я 
hem their own daughters in return. They thus are reduced to 
table match for their daughters. 


рой getting what they deem a sui 
Beth. a m difficulty they destroyed their daughters on their 
B ed this account it has now been resolved, that every Raja 
shall = shall issue in his own limits an injunction, that no Rajpoot 
Be und daughter in marriage to another who is not ready to 
Vi hef is daughter in return; but to give his daughter in marriage 
ЊЕ amilies who will give him their daughters. 
his Ems been already resolved that any Rajpoot who shall destroy 
daei р shall be deprived of his patrimonial rights, and excommu- 
E : these penalties doubtlessly will be enforeed upon such an 
money М ut he also, who after preserving his daughter shall take any 
Seno rom his son-in-law shall be excommunicated; if he is poor and 
enable tee means, let his family and friends give him assistance to 
WIESE ire to marry his daughter suitably to his name; if destitute of 
give са friends, let the Raja and Chief in whose territory he resides 
im assistance and provide for the marriage of his daughter. 
on ae Bhats and Charuns have claims from old against Rajpoots 
is decr of their marriage. We hereby fix а maximum of what 
e paid to them according 10 the rank and circumstances of 


Rajpoots, viz :— 


By Rajas to each Bhat and Charun Rs. 100 
By Thakoors of villages to ditto — 0 8 0 
By Rajpoots holding rent-free lands to ditto 040 

o ditto 020 


By poor Rajpoots in service, 25 Sepoys, t 


fixed are to be given by any 
the custom : if any 
wish to give more, 
g there js no 


end more than the fees as above HX 
ipso on occasion of marriages. This is to be 
let um from a desire to procure a good name 1 
f onis do so on any other day. Against his so doin 
ition. 
bir = three resolutions have been unanimously passed; Jet each 
rule carry them into execution i estate. This is to be the 
of —26th January, 1836, corresponding he 8th of Maha Shoodhee 
1893 Sumvut. 


n his own 
with t 


(Signed) RAWUL MOTEE SING, of Rajgur. 
f Khelcheepore- 


DEWAN SHREE SING, © 

RAJA HUNWUNT SING, of Nursingur- 

BAREELALL RAJA ВАНАРООК, of Muksoodungur. 

THAKOOR C R LALL, of Agra. 

THAKOOR SAVUNT SING. 

TUKEER SING, оп part of SOORUJMULL 
THAKOOR, of Gagornee. 

THAKOOR TUKEER SING. 
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KOORNVUR SING INDRA SING. : 
MAHARAJA BULWUNT SING, of Sortulia. 

True copy) 

А (Signed) J. ERSKINE, 


Political Agent- 
(V) A Letter From the POLITICAL AGENT AT RAJKOT 
To MOONSHEE GHOOLAM MAHOMED. 


1. The Right Honourable the Governo: 


Bean: ipoots 
pleased to direct a census to be taken of the Јћагеја tribe of Кар 
in Kattywar, I have, in consid 


n 
eration of the character you bear, TA 
your general intelligence, selected you as the agent for carrying 
order into effect, 


Rajkot, 23rd June, E 
r in Council having be 


2 A 5 its 
a tribe from time immemorial, although 


rOvided for by engagements entered into the сы 
twenty-five years ago. There can, however, be no doubt that 
barbarous practice Still exists to a very considerable extent. 
3. I rely both on your zeal. i 


e 
situation now bestowed upon you аг 
ment at my comma 


nment; you will,ho 
appointment is merely 


will entirely depend про 
trust reposed їп уой. 


ly understand that your 


$ B ion 
and that its ultimate confirmatio! 


n the manner in which y 


stody. These include a census 
jas taken in 1833, which you 
5, Annexed is the form in Which the census of the Jhareja popula- 
tion is to be taken, Specitying - 
I. The District || 
II. The Talooks f 


to which the Census applies. 
Ш, The Village 


f Jhareja families, 1, 2, 3, &c. 
tribe sub-divided into three classes. 
and “Unmarried, 
to which eacli 
Or occupation, 
cifying their names, 


h belongs. 


ages, recent casualties 

„ 
Jharejas, divided into four Пра АЕ 
“Married,” “Betrothed,” and “Unbetrothed, and specify™ 
their names, ages, to Whom married, recent casualties an 
from what ca 


Uses these occurred. 
column for remarks, 
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ви i 
here are twenty-eight Talookas in Kattywar belonging to this 
commencing with 


tribe. 
dm iei “ши for each is to be taken separately, 
E Е p In all practicable cases every member of the 
Pune. either Ё e register should be seen by you; but in some in- 
IM M rom the absence of the party or some other cause, this 
Е s not be feasible: you will note down such ЕРЕ they 
RC cei cause of the parties not appearing. Independent of the 
аа pe belonging to the Jharejas, families of the tribe 
Я we Kattywar; you will endeavour to trace out these 
t ag ody them in a separate register, according to the general 
E Е ап additional column containing the names of the places 
EVER ey originally emigrated. 
ANE id you will bear in mind that it is ап object of import- 
ОИ ensus should be completed as early as practicable, you 
erstand that entire accuracy in framing it is an object of still 
а slowly and carefully, 


higher i 

T 

S POE A you should, therefore, proceet 
to avoid the errors and omissions that would arise by per- 


formi 
ra the duty with too much expedition. 
Sour | бү: is а letter to the Chief of Rajkot, apprising him of 
the th ale ~ and requesting his aid in obtaining the census. When 
fige E г of this district has been completed, you will bring it to me 
pection, after which you will be instructed to what district you 


ме ary to proceed. 

to ie Үрүл communications with the Jharejas, you will be careful 
carefully their customs and not to offend their prejudices; and will 
self to th avoid all unnecessa: inte 4 vith them, confining your- 
Nevis е simple duty of ascertaining with accuracy the required census. 
nnecessary to add, that the privacy of married life is to be held 
e jealousy of the 


Sacre E d 
d, and every precaution taken not to excite th 
tion being offered to the measure 


ry interference У 


tribe 

ded In the event of any opposi 

contemplation, you are to endeavour to overcome the same by 
if this fail, refer to me for instructions. 


ре : 
Tsuasion alone, and 


ire tom is a proclamation 
Publicit anticide, to which, during your circuit, you will give every 
y, more particularly among the inferior members of the tribe, 
erwise be communicated. In doing 
solve of the British 


to 
this vou of whom it may not oth 
ts will impress on their attentio! 
Deis ent to suppress the custom OF ^ ide, 
of the uc severity those who are still guilty of it, in 
tarily Ane of God and man, but also of specu 
11 age into by themselves for its renunciation, 
may. Y am sanguine th: u adhered to, you 
suspici у your exertions, de in all cases where 
cumspecti arises of the crime 
B A on your part wi 
Of the me direct of the same, 
terms Ыр оп existing. You а 
m passe rewards and promis 
whatever ca, the crime, but beyond 
without first referring tO the 


having been perpetrate 
and you will imi 
without acquainting any other person 

244 (о hold ош, in general 
ion to informers against 
will adopt no measures 


this you 
rders. 


Agent for 0 
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12. Should it come to 
Preserved his daughters doe: 


Salary has been fixed at Rs. 50 per mensem, with an addition of Rs. 10 
batta when absent from Rajkot. 


A peon is to be attached to you, and 
Stationery Supplied from time to time from the Agency Stores. 


CHAPTER 6 


FOURTH PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS (Continued) 


(b) Mr. ERSKINE’S CONTENTIONS EXPLODED 

ent views and bold actions 
Sir Robert Grant, Governor 
to send the ‘interesting 


m Mr. James Erskine’s independ 
dh received well by the Rt. Hon. 
Ej шр who took prompt measure 
TO of Erskine to Mr. Willoughby for his expert comments. 
a = the minute dated 30th April, 1838 it is learnt that Sir Grant 
- gistered his keen interest оп Infanticide problem and accord- 
ingly, Mr, Willoughby was asked to shed more light on this 
cm. Prior to this development Erskine had the occasion 
ИЕ by the end of September, 1837 to Mr. Willoughby at the 

er’s official camp near Nowanugger intimating his difference 
Of opinion with Capt. Lang. Only three months ago Erskine 
Prepared his famous document to appraise the aftermath of the 
anti-infanticide campaign in Kattywar and in such appraisal he 
Was found to have received keen support from this very Lang 
and other British officers, particularly with regard to his plan 


ОЁ ‘national education’. Under the circumstances, it may be 
and actions on Government's 


Present policy towards suppression of infanticide could not fully 
convince his fellow-officers. excessively 
o of Government's action 
my basic sanctity of the administrators. 
n very largely true wou 
TE observations which he h 
4 erit of his intimate and thorough k 
WS situation in the peninsula. 
er baby submitted a significant mentor 101 5 
ombay eliciting his masterly analysis of Erskine 8 expressions 
of- disapproval of Government's actions against the Jhareyas, 
e memorandum was equally voluminous and instructive to 
шш then be interested in any way with the problems of 
Es anticide, Willoughby as the Political Secretary to the Gov- 
* ment -had obvious advantages 110 explode intelligently 
Mines views arid actions. The -biehliehts of Willoughby's 


That this presumption 
m Willoughby’s 


ad no difficulty to offer on the 


nowledge about the compli- 


On 8th September, 1838, 
andum to the Governor 
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memorandum are summarised below to enlist many useful infor- 
mations, 

(1) Willoughby took up first the cases of convictions and 
Stated that out of total 13 cases recorded in 1835-36 in 4 cases 
the offenders were convicted right in 1835 for commissioning. 
child-murder, but in 1836 although ‘in several cases strong pre- 
Sumptions of guilt existed, there was not a single instance of 
Conviction’ and moreover, some defect or mismanagement 1n 
conducting the investigation itself undermined the very purpose 
of enquiry. Before the accused party was placed publicly ОП 
his trial preliminary enquiry in private in the first instance was 
the standing instruction of Willoughby but the same was not 
respected in 1836. Willoughby remarked in this connection : 
‘I am of opinion that the fact four out of 5 cases detected Ш 


lly and completely established is ч 
of procedure objected by Erskine’. 
litical Agent should consider it his 


the investigation might start, Enquiries should Obviously be i 
private at the beginning and ‘in every case, however, whether of 
abandoning or preserving in the enquiry, a full report of the 
Proceedings should be Submitted to the Government. Govern- 


Whatever Variations th; 
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the 1 

question of emigrati 

нь f igration of the Jharejas from 

CEN ved: examined Jhareja population bes RU 

Bicis rof me n aeuum (end of 1834) through m 

Could e rom rskine's very account Wi 

D ANE following proportion of males and EET 
he age of 20, in each Talook, except КАКОЕ, 


Talooks 
о Females Talooks Males Females 
· Rajk 
2 ae ot i 22 6- 15. Wuddallee 9 1 
3. ME 12 0 16. Gutka 2 
crus 3 1 17. Paal 8 2 
5 
5. ке As 5 18. Veerwa 2 0 
ИН 08 88 19. Bhadwa 6 2 
Wawre 
7. VR 79 2; 20. Kotareea 4 1 
que appa 95 20 21. Kotra Nyajee 31 5 
ajpoora 38 3 22. Seesang 
9. - Chandlee 51 15 
о ш 26 9 23. Mallia 32 15 
Sains: 38 13 24. Khureesra 33 16 
12. cM 325 97 25. Kaksealee 5 2 
13. ve. o» 9 | 26. Moorvee 279 51 
> Lodeeka 16 2 27. Veerpoor 
Khureree 59 18 


14. Е. 
Мепрпее 13 7 2. АП Talooks: 1422 409 


the above demographic results: 
Out of total 409 females 73 
of the age year and under. 
report did not include all females 
reveal the real effect of 


ЧЕТО и observed that 
(180; ‘ exceedingly satisfactory’. 
t чаи female infants were 
Of and regretted that Erskine's 
the ane the age of 18 months to 

СН instituted in Willoughby’s time. i, 

Pay Rs n Chief of Rajkot was penalised by Willoughby to 
Second 5n 2,000 (not a fourth of his а! income) and in the 
Ment fo stance the accused Jhareja Was * i 
г only one year and fined Rs. 300 and again, їп the third 

Rs. 100 only. These 


Case th 
ра Sio offender was imposed a fine of 
~ actions were not liked by Erskine as he was against exces~ 


Siye соего; 
ercive measures of Willoughby. But to accuse Willoughby 
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for these actions meant direct accusation of the Government ine 
since these sentences were duly approved even by the Нор ae 
Court of Directors. Erskine’s views were thus highly objec! Me. 
expose his insubordinate attitude to the decisions of the => Me. 
most authority of the British Government. Similarly, he wa Ec 
-sored for his anti-view on the system of making use of E E. 
in the detection of infanticide cases. Willoughby even took as г Кт 
exception to Erskine's remark that his (Willoughby) ne 

gations ‘must have alienated the people from Соус ыг 
sharp conflict between two very important Government о d 
was evident from the above facts and the same was bound T 
affect ultimately smooth running of any administration of ш 
Jharejas in Kattywar. It appears clearly that the very ant 


а 
infanticide policy of the Government of Bombay was then 
cross-roads. 


(4) Willoughby next dwelt upon the question of Infanticide 
Fund which was expressly created by Мг. Elphinestone’s (00 Б 
ernment for the specific object of contributing money towa 


Jharejas daughters" marriages. The present amount of its 3€ 
cumulated funds (Rs. 1,08,830) 


exhausted and thus, Erskine’s apprehension was not tenable. 
Willoughby remarked that Mr. Erskine condemned almost every 
measure which had 

Jharejas into acquiesce 
"Government, Erskine ‘condemns 
for the suppression 


and Rajas. 
Proposal Second proposal was accepted but Willoughby noted 
that he was not aware that his Government had ever contributed 
to the marriage expenses of any other caste but the Jhareja. Third 
Proposal for imposing specific penalties, fo be fixed by the Gov- 
emment after a certain time met with по opposition but it was 
desired that each сазе was to be dealt with, as at present, accord- 
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ing to its merits. Fourth proposal demanding the Chiefs to be ex- 
clusively responsible for the conduct of their Bhyad and vassals 
appeared to be ‘no new suggestion’ 10 Willoughby. Fifth pro~ 
posal for carrying out annual census to have the test of anti- 
infanticide policy in closest cooperation with the Chiefs them- 
selves had already Government’s blessing since 1835 and ac- 
cordingly, question of rejection of the proposal could never arise. 
Willoughby expressed astonishment to Erskine’s sixth proposal 
that ‘a period of 2 years ог such other time’ be granted to the: 
Jharejas during which по investigation of any infanticide case 
Would be made. He did not like to extend any consideration to 
this immature proposal. Erskine’s seventh proposition to obtain 
necessary and speedy aid from the Rao of Kutch was heartily 
Welcomed by Willoughby for the very interest of the solution of 
the problem. He also welcomed the suggestion of the general 
Convocation of the Rajpoot Chiefs at Bhooj to plan a code of 
conduct in achieving social-demographic equilibrium in their 
Society. In this respect Willoughby suggested to hold two such 


Convocations—one at Rajkot and another at Bhooj, ‘each com- 
far as practicable, with 


municating with and acting in concert, as i 
One another’. Erskine’s eighth and Jast proposal for augmenting 
education, mental improvement and moral amelioration of the 
People was happily noted. vu ANE 

(6) Nona suggested necessary пао у ae 
drafts of Erskine’s proclamation and circular letter to e A 
patched to the Chiefs. He was parti tisfied with the 
Content of the circular letter and 
Of the last para of the original draft of this circular letter 
be sufficient to earn the result desired Бу Erskine. Tn this con- 
text he was more anxious to receive Erskine’s annual report on 


I MS | 
к ify his administrative stand 


Willoughby proceeded next to clar | б 
On anti-infanticide movements which were activated particularly 


Under his command. He was afraid that he might be р 
Stood for the measures he adopted. 1° defend his line ot ас- 
tions Willoughby was quick enough 
Tespondences which very interestingl 
Unknown facts in public. These commun 
°Ч with many Chiefs and other influential 
Precisely on the subject of his Proclamation 
Jhareja population. А perusal of the correspondences shows 
that the following persons of rank were addressed by Willoughby 


158 FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA 


to explain Government's views on infanticide : (а) За 
Моуапиввиг, Thakoor (Chief) of Moorvee?, Chiefs of e 
and Dherob, Chief of Rajkot*; (b) Moreover, a circular le K 
was issued to the Chiefs of Drappa, Veerpoor, Mooleedaree oe 
other twelve Talooks of Kattywar ; (c) Similarly, Chiefs of es 
Kotaree and other three Talooks were given separate Meer. 
letters; and (d) Chiefs of Ртапгата“ and А other Rajp Fa 
Chiefs who used to give their daughters in шапар 

the Jhareja tribe were contacted by Willoughby in this situate 
(е) He also communicated with Babajee Висћајее", Minister 
of Gondul in this connection. It is further gathered from € 

memorandum that Nuthoo, Mehta of Limree, Motee, of x. 
anugger, Runchorjee, Dewan of Joonaghur, Beba Wuseekur © 


Dherol, Mehta Wasunjee of Gondul, Mehta Nuthooram of Poot 
bunder, the manager of Amri 


attachment duty, 
they were asked t 
ticide. On the 


Was certainly 
he was extremely careful and. cal- 


5 in Kattywar. 
uch administra- 


Capability. It was 
Superior Officer on the strength of 


In this context Special menti 
of Willoughby which was sent t 


unfortunate that Erskine criticised his 


insufficient information. r 
Oning be made to the letté 


mentioned above.’ The: letter in’ tot 


me under reference по, 1: From this т 
it is learnt that (i) 380 infants were already preserved in Jam 
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Talook, (ii) His Highness the Rao of Kutch had meanwhile 
Pledged himself to extripate the custom of infanticide, 
(iii) Government had resolved to obtain a census of the Jhareja 
Population of Kattywar and thereby to receive returns of all 
births, marriages, betrothals, and deaths, and (iv) Infanticide 
Fund had already been instituted to extend relief to indigent 
Jharejas in marrying their daughters. 

In his letter to Jhareja Pretheerajjee, the Chief of Moorve, 
Willoughby happened to remark that ‘whilst there are sixty-seven 
Males, only seven females have been preserved. Мо further 
Proof is required to establish the melancholy fact, that the bar- 
barous custom of Female Infanticide still prevails in your dis- 
tricts to a considerable extent, because the inquiries of the learn- 
ed have proved that in all countries the number of persons born 
Of both sexes is nearly equal.... It is mortying to reflect that 
the laudable example of your father has produced so little im- 
Pression upon the Bhyad and other Jharejas residing in the 
Moorve Talook'. Chief of Moorve was very strongly warned 
for prevalence of the crime in his territory and if such undesir- 
аЫе habit continued unabating, it was pointed out that he had. to 
forfeit all claim to 'a continuance of the favour and protection 
Of Government’ and he would be justly exposed. to ‘reproach and 


Sgrace’ 
e following € act letter to 
milarly the f ll extrac from Willoughby $ е: 
arn his adminis- 


the Chiefs of Drappa may ђе added here to le 
trative stand : F heres inform you that if it is proved by, 


Uture returns that the unnatural custom is still adhered to, you 
Will render yourself liable to the severest penalties; and if 2e 
neglect to attend to this friendly warning, you will run а 8102. 
"Ik of losing your Talookas and the privileges you п ен af 
Uch “frien Чу warning? was also served on the Jhareja у i 
© Talooks of Paal, Kotareea, Кота Sanganee, and се i uA 
On the other hand, Willoughby's letter to There он 
the Chief of Khureesra shows how the Chief e T и 
°r "his satisfactory. actions against infanticide. ў ght to the 
Written ; ‘your praisewrothy conduct having been’ broug 


Notice authorised to grant you a 
of Government, I have been 2 Ын 


Temissio, “but 
ў n of f 5 from the tribute ded 
9r Sumvut ТЕО 11834 A. D] and ап honorary present in the 
âme of Government in token of its high approbation of your 

n was also granted to the 


exem т 

с, Plary conduct. Such remissio: е 

Chiefs of Menenee and Satodar Wawree Talooks in high ap- 
= 
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: ea. 
preciation of the good conduct m ч Ше ae of the аг 
in preserving a good number of female in| . E 

joe Willoughby's letter to the Raja of Drangdra m 904 
Chiefs who used to give their daughters іп marriages E 
Jharejas the following extract may be perused with e. a 
interest : ‘Further measures have therefore become nee 
effect the complete abolition of the custom; and the object e 1 
writing to you is to suggest that it be made a stipulation Ee 
marriage contracts entered into between Rajpoots of the. ai 
tribe and the Jharejas, that the practice shall be discontinue A 
This move of Willoughby was surely a crucial one to affect us 
the long run the peculiar psycho-social make-up of the Jharej d 
who were notoriously proud of their Social status, family pr! a 
and orthodox belief in some legendary episodes and customs bi 
lated to female infanticide. Willoughby took necessary ари 
matic actions in making other Rajpoots conscious of f i 
irreligious and baneful custom like infanticide. It appears ш 
he desired to mould before long the very basis of social E 
lations between the Jharejas and other Rajpoots in the sphere 9 
matrimonial engagements by exerting necessary official strictures 
and granting due privileges. His farsightedness had no paralle 
in any other British officer except Col. Walker. 


Willoughby continued his observations by. stating that 
difference of Opinion between Capt. Lang and Mr. Erskine con 
stituted no serious matter. 


Rather Langs proposal was sup 
plementary to Erskine. Lang’s proposal viewed that in order to 


he crime of 


measures of 
Along 
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Plies th i i 

Ys кё решен different Jhareja Chiefs in response to 

а м with them. Contents of these replies 

Dni m 1, eresting to learn about the firsthand reactions 
arejas of rank to Willoughby's propositions and request 


for stoppi : 
орршта the practice of infanticide. Jam of Nowanugger 


assured i 
all possible steps to stop infanticide within the area under 
ї 23 August, 1835. Chief of 


ш ыш through his letter о 
Ei dine m and his son Kooershee Ruwajee expressed their 
a ingness to take effective measures in stopping the, 
GEM о as Jhareja Dewajee has done so’. They seemed 
ditect кусы taken a shelter behind Dewajee only to avoid 
accepted pie in a social behaviour which was yet to be 
heir dee onourable in the feudal society of the Jharejas. 
Gondul prd came on 16 September, 1835. The Chief of 
(isis Е informed gn 10 August, 1835 that he conveyed 
the Bh s of Willoughby's letter to his Jhareja subjects and 
yads. He went a step further in exacting security from 


then 
them to make a positive check of the cruel practice. Due warn- 
any of them should dis- 


In, 
Eun e to the effect that if 
Caste m present engagement he would be expelled from the 
^ e also promised to submit half- 
Chief AE interesting letter was that о 
and co Rajkot Talook. He agreed to pay the 
те es that ‘in regard to the security 
и I shall hereafter abstain from the practice of Infanticide; 
£ to state that I abjure the custom for ever; and if ever 1 


аш 
EM guilty of the crime, my po ssions will be at your 
. About Soorajee many interesting facts have already 
nd this letter is mentioned 
nfall of Soorajee's social honour 
Willoughby received this docu- 
Bhomeeneeajee, Chief of Kotra 
news to Willoughby on 3l 
Jately been born 


yearly returns in time. 
f Soorajee, famous 
fine of Rs. 12,000 
demanded from 


hi $ 
И and they had been preserved. 
Au other shareholders of Mooleeladeere? Talook promised 
Moe 1835 that ‘whoever commits the sin О 
BY ed. We will attend to the orders of. Government. 
yai € explained the contents of the proclamation to all our 
De түше) and will all attend. (0 it? Jhareja Chiefs of 
death, alook wrote that ‘we will not put our daughters to 
Should any of our Bhyad commit the crime we agree 


a 
9n 7 


ту = 
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9 ir 
to his being considered as offender against Government Уу ү 
reply dated 12 June, 1835. Jhareja Dasojee, Chief oi ед 
Talook informed, ‘I have assembled my Bhyad and do 
engagements that they should not put their daughters to ase 
1 аш under the same obligation to preserve my daug а 
Five months since ту brother Јћагеја. Hurreebhye, go И 
daughter, which he preserved’. His letter originated oe ofa 
October, 1835. Another letter of importance came from ie 
Wusseikur, Farmer of the Dheral Talook on 29 August, ТО 
This gentleman declared, ‘I have published the proglar fag d 
amongst the Girassias and others residing in the villages inclu fo 
in my farm. With Col, Walker originated the adoption of За 
measures for the abolition of Infanticide, but it is you who ha Д 
vigorously carried those measures into execution эро 
systematic plan. The ears of the community are at last opene** 
and they begin to see with their eyes’, th 
These evidences show how genuinely the Jharejas of bo 
superior and inferior ranks intended to put an end of a 5050 y 
evil which dominated for centuries in their society, Willough 
Was flooded with promises, assurances and appreciations for ^" 
administrative. stand against infanticide. Such а high order 


D . B t e 
positive. response against continuation. of the custom from th 
Jharejas was, no doubt,- 


the Government of Bomba: 
feel content, But, how f 


abstain from Female Infanticide. 
however, was not inclu 


the Suppression of Inf. 


Е ibe 
He wrote, ‘The Jaitwa Д. { 
ded in Col. Walker's arrangements ip 
anticide because this [Porebunder] is 
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Dhurumraj 

‹ j, or place where religion i 

M sto» : eligion is much г 

ia does not prevail? Four divisions dite dn a 

Runchorj 

Milian > of Joonugger sent a communication’ to 

Е cones July, 1835 and in his letter he dwelt at lengtà 

ен 5 of infanticide and assured his co-operation with 
nt’s attempt for abolition of the custom. The historical- 


Social ca 
ing кы for female infanticide were recorded in the follow- 
: ‘(1) Up to reign of Pritheeraj Chole the bride was 
ns which ensued 


the proper 

in Er of the strongest . . . The contentio 

tribe of epe were of the bloodiest description, (2) the Summa 
Poma xu gave а daughter in marriage amongst the 

Matimonisl Rajpoots. Some frictions originating in this 

tribes, (3) и led to lasting rupture between the two 

by the Е he daughter of the Raja of Tutta was carried away, 

their rei uleefa of Bagdad and (4) The Mussulmans during 
dU MES possessed themselves of the daughters of the 

ensued МА ne great hatred and opposition between the castes 
or КВ consequence’. According to Dewan these causes no 
: isted to promote infanticide and yet continuance of the 


Tim 
TR unaccountable. 
On 25 ms Deepsingjee, Chief of Kerallee replied to Willoughby 
ugust, 1835 to intimate, written, writings 


Will b 
give $. taken from the Jharejas, 


‘as you have 
and in future we shall not 
first obtaining à writing from 
ould not write to US again On 
of Bholora, Wudwaa 
RS a Бый 26 August, 1835 to 
5 edience to your wishes, rs of Jharejas 
before ЕР reserved, and а writing to this effect taken from them 
отеды marry our daughters to them’. Again, 
jee, Shareholder of the village of Rutton 


Teg 

try оваа favoi Е _ 

th urably on 23 August, 1835 to write, m this coun- 
their daughters . - - My 


People Jhareja people do not preserve 
9 Е the custom of the Jharejas - - - Before we give 
the ters in marriage 10 the Jharejas, We shall, as directed, 
icid requisite writings from them to abstain from female 
€'. These writings Were significantly important © indi- 
] outlook among those Rajpoots 
d for long with the Jharejas. 
be exposed under a strong 


al existence appeared to 


poor Damun 


tak 
ate а Р 
Te ging of a new socia 
hie ТЫ шш м connecte 
Ction RT were threatened to *X 
pressure. Their very societ 
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5 eroups 
be at stake in the hands of the Jhallas and other Rajpoot cu] y 
from whom they used to receive daughters in forming scia 
units. By chance, if the Jhallas insisted on ыер NL. 
declaration against infanticide at the time of any панаа 
tract the latter would surely have to face a dire eee uy 
But posterity had shown that the J harejas did not have А whom 
much for such rigid attitude of the Jhallas, daughters о о 
continued to enter, as before, into Jharejas’ families шү ;ilics 
the dreadful tradition of child-killing in their husbands Wo 
Truly speaking, the Jharejas had never encountered any familie 
trying situation to receive brides from other Rajpoot ta E 
which were socially eligible to offer matrimonial alliance 
the respectable and wealthy Jharejas of Kathiawar. ИИ ote 
It may be mentioned here that altogether thirty-eight е ноп 
Were received by Willoughby in response to his ume. ove 
and Proclamation. Some of these letters are recorded E ing 
only to show the trend of reactions of the people in comp "s 
with Government Agents intention and Orders. Jharejas 
other Rajpoots responded well to stand by Government, lier 
their subsequent actions were never in consonance with Er 
promises and resolutions. Erskine’s census of births н. 
deaths of Jhareja children was an eye-opener to a tragic Sit a 
tion where the Jharejas proved themselves as deceitful peoP Я 
Willoughby was enormously successful to impose his strony 
Personality as well as administration, but he was no doubt, misle' 
by crafty disposition of the local people. The Jharejas and the! 


related Rajpoots of the area seemed to manage an unholy 
alliance against their fo: 


in defending an age-ol 
Social practice, ir princi j 


E 0 
i was precisely not to £ 


ding quickly Government's desires, Eventual. 
Willoughby was Over-burdened with 


Positive declarations 


Iespect for their o 
Kattywar the Thare 
Чоп to endanger t 
India anq accordi 
Such extraordinar: 
Government’s A 


As tributary-feudals A 
jas and other Rajpoots were never in a ро 
heir relations with the British Government Ke 
ngly, it was no wonder that they would af 
y enthusiasm to earn pleasure and blessing a 
gent by voicing their unwillingness to contin 
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perc Whatever might be in their mind, they were suc- 
К ог the time being to pacify Government's awful adminis- 
E sc p interventions. Native diplomacy prevailed remark- 
NT nj ritish policy. It appears that Willoughby was success- 

У enticed by the Jharejas in collusion with their related Raj- 


congratulated by his supe- 
t for his remarkable successes in 


K 
attywar, yet Erskine's scathing observations On the melancholy 


fi А IS s a 2 
act of infanticide which was still then going On wi 


tensi 
E than before shook the complacent attention of the Gov- 
ent. Willoughby was over-estimated for his actions and the 
pplied а more superior 


кш was that the native Rajpoots a 
м О make double achievements at a time. Through their 
warth of promises and declarations they avoided at one hand 
the of Government and on the other endeavoured to retain 
div sanctity of their social customs and familial usages by 

erting sure chances of Government's immediate interceptions 


in 1 е E 5 dux 
their private matters through dubious promises. Jharejas 
uraging but their covert 


no actions were, indeed, quite enco [ д 
to etd remained equally disquieting. Female infants continued 
9e the unfortunate victims of the practice of infanticide. It is 
Quite interesting that the Jharejas were uncommonly faithful to 
и Government’s injunctions and society’s institutional pro- 

Uncements, They acted desperately 10 strike а delicate 
ence between British Government’s strictures and their pws 
Ociety’s traditional laws. The Jharejas were in а fix, neither 
"M were willing to do away with their traditional custom nor 

Y were ready to brook disgrace in any form for the very 


Custom in the hands of the Bri | ЕТ 
NU опанья delivered his ехрег ns on ее um 
su rvations in defence of the course е s—coer à 

Mptuary—which was direc ; a morally 
Sàthsome practice, namely, female infanticide and in doing so he 


ра; 5 5 
Cked his memorandum with nume 
ained that Ers 


t opinio 


ane instructions. He maint kine was unnecessarily 
Піса] of his anti-infanticide measures, but very strikingly 
sty was silent to comment anything ОП Erskine’s novel 
ап of ‘national education’ which was designed basically to in- 
duct of the arrogant Jharejas. 


ч Г 

^ radical cure of the miscon : 

d Secretary to the Government of Bombay Willoughby 
Obviously more authority tO belittle Erskine's stand on 


166 FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA 


Government's policy towards the Jharejas but Erskine’s кн 
vations were certainly not wholly insincere, illogical ach d 
less. The very fact that the Jharejas had not yet abet 
their ill-practice inspite of their expressed promises and d 
rations in writings before Willoughby was clearly highligh 


A ; {етт ‘large 
by Erskine to disprove Goyernment’s claim for any 
Measure of success’, 


telligently to raise ше 
ment's actions which 
in Kattywar. The problem 
Were thrown under iron- 
suffer social dishonour, 
defection. Erskine’s ho 


exper 


Miture sufficient to епзите 
asures for the diffusioy 


because of the inconsistency that 


ed ing a document speaking of the 
ntaining а declaration of the true law of God. The 
n е effected in the spirit апі 
“ipated by Mr. Erskine, wi » be attended with the benefits 


: Hon, 


Mr. J. A, Dunlop, anoth 
Governers, 


f 
ег member of the Board 9 
recorded his views 


in a separate minute of 


Е 
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September, 1838. Не sai 

s e , З е said, ‘I quite agree in the 1 

s scu Vu ee of Infanticide, but peer 

AE pem expected from general convocation of 

mecs ced men, who are confessedly incompetent t 
, ог comprehend our view .. - 7? Remarks of the tid 


memb 
er of the Board of Governers namely, Hon. Mr. G. W. 


And 
erson а i 
re available from another minute drawn on the same 
cur in the view Mr. 


date, 
Willooghi; E wrote, “1 entirely con 
meaning is has taken of Mr. Erskine’s report, and in the 
mu Me suggests where he differs from Mr. Erskine. I do 
Bidets i any necessity for the proposed proclamation; it 
НОЯ ns is already sufficiently known. 1 admit that 
habits of a n à nowledge will ultimately change the feelings and 
Chiens e hole people; but this is a work of time.’ То these 
Option i па E Governer Mr. Farish gave further 
is nien = effect, ‘with regard to the convocation Т do not 
Péthaps ‘be Б o any harm; and in regard to proclamation it will 
HORS Soc est to republish the former one With such modifica- 
render s altered state of circumstances, and the census may 
notéd i essary’. Mr. Anderson in concurrence with Mr. Dunlop 
Roa RU minute again to say, = must say that I doubt any 
аа ing from convocation, and Т should consider it a 
Веле 5 measure. On the question of the necessity for the 
(Wet M I have give Outcome of such high- 
Willough dad on the proposals of both Erskine and 
mately t y was that the Hon. Boar erners decided ulti- 
the tke stop the proposed convocation of the Rajpoots for 
195 eing іп the very interest of the $ 
untry at that specific period. 


$ 

арн was the trend of developments right in 

г of Bombay Government that accrued jn conn 
litical Secretary t 


e in i twi P 
teresting controversy between the РО 
over the admi- 


оу 
ernment and the Political Agent in Kattywar 
he Jharejas and their wicked custom 


Nistrat; 

dier policy designed for t 

to lend + infanticide. Even the Hon. Board of Governers had 

Which i superior attention and juos on the problem 

and течна a serious turn ndesirable disputes 

АШ ЫЕ oe E amongst th 

of Briti ve solve the problem in 

of г: à Government's policy 

ticide icide was threatened [0 
movements in Kattywar was 


the head- 


ection wit 
о the 


question. 
of administration of the evils 


be jeopardised. Anti-infan- 
dragged at the cross-roads 
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in the middle of the decade of 1830-40. Naturally, judicious 
interventions by the Board of Directors became essential at Me 
Stage to pull the sluggish but controversial state of affairs out 9 
the danger of its Boing completely disrupted and inactive. Tradi- 
tion of anti-infanticide policy of the Government in Кани 
could be, thus, kept alive and strengthened more by some timely 


actions on the part of the highest body of British authority in 
the country. 


М lately for so Many years. Goolam 
á ahomed appeared as the principal Protector of British interest in 
е administration of the Jharejas, 4 Person who was a Muslim 


December, 1837 in his 
Several documentsio 
also submitteq to pri 
censor who wags ge 
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E. Erskine reported that in course of investigation into the 
на the Jumadar of Arabs and the attachment Mehta at 
2А a, in their being accused by the Thakoor Jhareja Suttajee of 
i е him of money in various instances it was learnt from 
Nus Chief that Rs. 50/- was on one occasion extorted from 
e by the Jubteedar, for the purpose of bribing the Infanticide 

nsor Moonshe Goolam Mahomed to conceal the birth and 
destruction of a female infant in the family of Jhareja Wukutsing 
of Nowagaum, one of the Mallia Bhyad. It was further written 
that Moonshe admitted the bribe together with other petty in- 
Stances of receiving presents from the Chiefs. Giving the back- 
ground of Moonshe Mr. Erskine informed that Goolam Maho- 
med had the advantage of daily and family intercourse with 
European officers of the Army, whom ‘his father first, and him- 
self afterwards, were in the habit, as Moonshe by profession, of 
instructing in the Native languages’. It was regretted that such 
a man should ‘accept а bribe under any circumstances, how- 
ver extenuating, would at all time appear strange, but that he 
Should do so for the concealment of murder. ..would appear 


incredible’, Erskine suspended him for the present and took 
Security for his personal appearance’. As a consequence, he 
Noted ‘the census is therefore im а state of abeyance’. That 
the Infanticide censor could be employed only after hearing 
Government's decision Was clearly noticed by Erskine. 


i ine" Goolam 
Willo ttended Erskine s report on Moonshe 
ШУ end dite s letters dated 16 Мау, 


Very seriously and directed in one of hi a 
1838, that tii bribe of Rs. 50 received by Infanticide censor be 
refunded and credited to the Infanticide Fund. He approved 
also the appointment of a new Karkoon to conduct the duties of 
Previous censor. Desire was expressed for an appropriate I 
Véstipation of the charge of Jhareja Е 
family, Thus, the drama enac m Mahome EY. 
to an end indicating complete downfall of a person who zd A 
Once enormous confidence Of the British officers stationed a 


attywar 
For about an year since Erskine’s famous death о 
7, ernment of Bombay many significant МАН 5 
Place within and without the ЈЕ ыы 
© Government were very intimately drawn into i 
g administration 


of the 1 he stron 
е problems which accrued since the 

Че Почну їп 1835-36 throughout Kattywat Female Infan- 
cide was the social issue for which the European administrators 


areja society. 
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na i е 
got deeply entangled. But the policy of administration a 
Suppression of the odius crime of a feudal Rajpoot pP 
a matter of debate between the Political Secretary and the M. 
Agent, two very responsible executives of the Hones 2 
the middle of 1830's. Such an unfortunate happening no 


in harmony with 
Hon. Mr. Dunlop and Hon. Mr. Anderson had to wield stricter 
matic situation and in doing so p 
Views and mostly approve! 
keep the objectives of anm 
Importance of the said deve 


policy of anti-infanticide activit Í 
Ieport on the Progress of the measures for the suppression О 


in Kattywar, during the years 1835 and 1836, is 
i and intelligence. ...... The results 


т 
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practic В 
арра exposing the parties to the inconvenience and 
us Dad T pbi trial without first satisfying himself, Буа 
co MP "e ion, that there was ground for the charge’, Here 
QNNM: и d pen intimately with British 
1 ] i 
нь ани «вату И ны and the other Rajpoots 
IUS ER pies. of development was € 
ааа d Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, after a 
s fos es sixteen months. since the publication of the decisions 
Canales on. Court of Directors ‘London. It seems that the 
policy Per officials continued to follow in this time gap the 
ЧЕЛ D d ministration approved by the supreme body of the 
GENS irectors. к is evident that nothing spectular occutt- 
attywar during the period under reference to cause 


Speci с 
owe noting and consequently, по document is found to have 
recorded in the Sources book of Selection of the Records 
(no. 39-40 of 1856). It is preceis- 


» ш Bombay Government 

E Capt. Jacob's report of 23 October, 1841 further in- 
E К facts and figures related to the Jharejas are obtained to 
Jacob? and the course of development їп the very immediate past. 
‘Saeed report is primarily significant to contain а detailed 
new eration of Jhareja population and a census return of a 
ау namely, Jetwa about whom Mehta. Nuthooram 
unguljee of Porebunder happened to note earlier in his com- 


munication to Mr. Willoughby: 
Since Erskine’s despatch of 30 June, 1837 no annual re- 
drawn up and as per his official 


b looked into this pending matter of ub 
rnish necessary demographic data of the 


nlightened by Captain G. 


"mc Capt. Jaco 
a St importance to fu 
ee in question. 
Tes of some new infantici 
jS. Jharejas. He submitted ап 
refer ja population under two sexes and 
Vds to the population that was surviv 
kay was an unfortunate gap о 
desi s-operations which constituted one © 
d to check the outcomes-— positive о 
info icide actions taken SO far by the Government. Census 
E mation for Adhoee and Jetwa was, of course, received by 
5 Jacob in the weck containing (he date of Octobér 23. 
the xd of periodical report, fo upwards of four years, was 
irect result of Erskine's action against previous corrupt 


6.1841. Thus, 
rs in the continuity of 


r negative—of anti- 
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5 
-censor, Moonshe Goolam and this event also shows ласта 
—operation became the victim of the conflicting-atti а Me 
grew lately within the officers who were primarily am M 
execute such function in Kattywar. While submitting 15 а 
returns Jacob noted, ‘the census now submitted be те gu. 
With some extra caution, the new censor (Naka Маса e 
Bramun of Nagur caste) not having had time to visit А: on 
Purgannas’. It is interesting to observe that this time the 

a Hindu of high caste. 

ns recorded his а observations on the И 
demographic data in comparison with those of Willoughby E) 
Erskine respectively in this effect : ‘The results of the pres B 
census are extremely gratifying with the exception of the Sha 
of Moorvee, In the formers 
ruthless effect of Јһагеја 
nales to females is nearly 
came public]. As Адћосе 


ja Bhawajee whose offence 
Was executed long 


opulation of all Jhareja Talooks besides 


sa 
number of both sexes 
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fe Я А 

inrer showing a proportion of two and a quarter to 

AN which favourable diminution chiefly arises from preserva- 
n of female life during the last few years, which gives the 

general result as follows : 


m Proportion of males to females, under 10 years—13 to 1 
5 Proportion „ » » 2 5 о 
- Proportion „n » » à EE osi ER QU 
4. Proportion ,, a oe з $ Th Soe! 
5. Proportion а“ +o, > + б T —1] to 1 
6. Proportion , » » 5 О 
7. Proportion „ » » 5 d. ood. 7, col мод 
8. Proportion „ s gis » 2) a EM qe 
9. Proportion » » » ” oe lato 

И d to 1 


= 


Proportion » >» о” 
The correctness of these returns was further tested by the 
in 1840, which was shown as 3 


eee of deaths occurring 4 
о 1. At the time of Jacob the population in Kattywar was said 
to be 17 lakhs. The above analysis was, indeed, gratifying 10 
establish the most significant demographic fact of а a 

uc 


balance in sex-ratio among the newly born Jharejas and 5 
five years since ‹ 


Unique devel t happene 
Tacob's EE Paral of sex-parity in the newly born 
Population highlighted the positive aspect of all administrative 
Measures of the British Government in Kattywar. It is true that 
m respect to the total population the male J harejas outnumbered 
a female Jharejas and such demographic situation was precisely 
а entirely due to wanton killing of female infants 1n Shareja 
mee But with the newly born Jharejas the demographic 
iu ton was what it should be. Anti-infanticide шо ҮР - 
ti lated by Col. Walker as early as 1805 began to yie posi: 
Ve results to the utter satisfication of all who desired to 522 
e end—complete end—of the most barbarous human custom 
Prevailing in the contemporary. orthodox feudal society of the 
ajpoots of Kattywar (Gujarat). у 
Оп the other hand admitting the given satisfactory demo- 
Е sures which 


m bhic developments caused by the Government measure’ 
Те in vogue consistently for long thirty five years against the 


Crime of female infanticides Capt: Jacob happened to add some 
the Jharejas were still not free 


Cruci 
fror ial comments in noting that fr 
у n the evil in other respects: ‘the distress caused to families 
the feeling that whenever accidental death may have occurr- 
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ed they аге laid upon to be the victims of any one ие: 
them a grudge, and the entire tearing down of the : E. 
curtain which inquiry inflicts, give rise to heart-burnings E 
animosities, even when the result is a conviction of the S 
and is perfectly to be lamented; ... The whole system in y^ 
is, moreover, one of perpetual and harsh inquisition into i 
domestic affairs of a proud tribe, carrying alarm into й 
family. If a wife be pregnant, if a child be born, На daug a 
be sick, a messenger must be despatched to give notice Loy Se i 
Superior power, who, if feud exists—and where does it E 
amongst a people like this ?—may make each occasion 
handle for oppression or annoyance. If an infant, per chance, 
dies, the family is kept in a state of apprehension for an in- 
definite time, as they can never be certain when an enemy may 
ог may not, prefer an accusation against them’. 

He continued to write, т feel strongly impressed with i 
necessity of a line of policy that shall strike at the heart, ani 
consequently at the root of the disease, and afford a perma- 
nent remedy. ... that no immediate result can be 
the slow growth of its blessings 
ing lost in the attempt to impart 
e census, but how can we protect 
rwards? Whilst approving, there- 
System, I conceive that it should 
temporary expedient, and that it 
Ought to be accompanied by healing and general measures, 

ne of moral feeling throughout the 


Contextually, he mentioned that the 
786 had already acc 


Capt. Jacob went 
Tents benevolance in 
him, *the grant of 


the whole state of Society be attempted; 
and that our Spare funds, raised from the community generally, 
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shal! 1 

M по голе be be exclusively devoted to the use of a parti- 
Lastly, i i 
aon AUR pi. UIS out with some concrete recom- 
El suain oF IS ministrative policy in the current, chang- 
ВА ywar. Recommendations may be summarised 
w о 85 4000 be set apart from the Infanticide Fund for 
on of a school house. 

чо, Шш proposal Jacob informed that 
ds ed his education-scheme to all principal men in the 
198 рыз only four respectable persons concurred or other- 
dois proposal in writings. His circular letter containing 
ae PUE eme was also submitted to his Government on 21 
Went d for approval. The Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
pc Reid sent his approval on 27 July, 1841. Most in- 
Qe gly, Runmulsingjee, the Koour of Drangdra supported 
Rs 2 proposal with а financial promise. He agreed to pay 
ENGINE towards the execution of Jacob's education-plan. 
the (ii) A sum of, at least, Rs. 300 a month be set apart for 
salaries of school masters and current expenses of the 


establishment. 
(ii) Rs, 1000 a year be 


an 
Dd essays in the vernacu ct 
anticide, part as prizes, and the rest for expenses of printing 


ош copies of the best essay; for distribution throughout the 
PARETE BA . ‘This measures would enlist the feelings of the rising 
might or against the crime; the 8 { the Rajkot college 
ћ catch the spirit of emulation, and it is not unreasonable 
Ope that, before many years, @ popular fecling would be 


cre 
ated adverse to Infanticide,’ thus. pointed out by Capt. Jacob. 
trocious nature of the crime and 


He also observed that the а 
it by any ordinary process had 


he had already com. 


encouragement of 


devoted to the 
lar language On the subject of 


50 
impossibili Жр 
Suffici ity of eradicating а 
СПУ and by the result most satisfactorily, proved the 

ures that had been established. 


ight more speedily 


Cessi f 
sity of the rigorous meas 
ary evil, and that 


enable po should be super 
е re z dispense with what wa созу ode 

a dug. ee on the use of the Infanteide Fun 
late ed. Capt. Jacob endeavoured strongly to raise Аў imme- 
nd c for formal education in Kattywat and to this specific 
‚Пе admirably reiterated the spirit of Erskine’s novel plan 
National education’. He stood as the best pleader for 
ly more distinet and 


о 
Erskin 
е, but his line of actions Was singular’ 


added, that т 
s then a necess: 
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: his 
erudite than that of his predecessor. Erskine бюл. 
scheme to counteract coercive actions of Willoug un Несе 
Jacob developed his scheme to combat the reta Tre i ae 
of certain social activities of the J harejas themselves. зоне 
objective situation was highly contrasting in between тов 
1840-41 it can not be denied that Erskine was the rea B Саре 
of a new line of thinking in the circle of Administrator er ot 
Jacob could advance such scheme of revolutionary rae Be. 
administration definitely on the strength of what his pre и 
initiated first. Without the precedence of Erskine’s plans О aiti 
tional education" Jacob could not dare to proceed so boldly xad 
his current proposal. It is, indeed, remarkable to note that Mer. 
such a short interval of four years Erskine's move for m di 
ing a 'radical measure' against the social evil of female me. 
cide could gain an impressive recognition from the Goy di 
ment of Bombay through its Chief Secretary Mr. Reid. ho 
development needs a special mentioning in the social his 
of Kattywar of mid-nineteenth century. 4 of 

Before the time of Jacob, suppression of the crime Ў 
female infanticide at any cost was the cardinal issue and 15 
the same different anti-infanticide actions—strong or mild—wer’ 
executed by the British officers concerned to bring a real oon 
graphic improvement in the abnormal disparity of sexes amo? 


: Е е 
the Јћагејав, Once this task had been achieved, they confront 
with many ne 


t 
w problems, solution of which was beforehand ПО 
available to the Administrators, 


Were, no doubt, a matter of gratification, but sociological 001807 
quences attendant to such тези 


administered with the Same measures which were directed 
against female infanticides. А new policy of administratio? 
Was, under the circumstances, becoming imminent to се 
with the changed situation їп Jhareja society and the sole шоп 
of Captain Jacob was to emphasize this pressing need 3 
the very interest of the Government and the governed to Mr. )- 
P. Willoughby. т: 
Abstract-census of the Јћагеја Population in Kattywat A 
the year 1840 is reproduced below as per Capt. Jacob's repo 
of 23 October, 1841. eie 
During the lastest census-operation three new Talooks we 1 
ght for the first time under the jurisdiction of the саса 
censor and accordingly, population-size of the Jharejas ко 
enlarged. With this new situation it is observed interestingly 


brou 
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Population of 


Population at age 20 


: all ages. yrs. and under. · 
NOR ЕВЕ иде аваа 
о © Ei A e о o 5 
(1) (2) (3) ue ©) (6) (7) (8) 
1. Nowanugger 3307 816 2491 1610 103 907 0 
2  Moorvee 481 114 367 256 105 151 0 
3. Dheral 387 12 275 221 99 12 0 
4. Rajkot JE Оа оз ecd Lo e get 
5. Солаш 494 87 307 200 78 122 0 
6. Кона Sanganee 64, М 53. 3 П 22 0 
7. "Veérpur Khdreres а 8 REB 0 
8. Drappa (ep. МОВ PHSB 8S, 28k À 
?. Mallia 4 C15 320799 ПВ De M 
10. Јаша Dewanee 45 12 33 jux. 
1. Kheerusra 20 717.753. 40 И 29 0 
12. Lodheeka PNE ur (we Le и cat 
13, Gowreedur fe pitis ap ЕЈ) Ze ме 1 
14. Shahpoor 49 n 5317437 COM ДЫ, 
15. Rajpura $0 Te AB 4129 уры 2 0 
б. Mengnee 2 9 3 12 ann j 
М Bhadwa аар ант 3 д 
19. Satodur Waoree 82 23 59 52 20 РА 
эу Mooleeladeree 131: 20 11. 61 18 ES 
oj; Qutka И 
22. Kotharia Cie ed 2 ў 2-18 
23 al 12.725 б 
33 Seesang Chandlee 64 16 148 2 E Ou 
id Кона, Nayajee Т end 27 0.249 
26 еегууд 02 0 2 2 | 0 1 
27. Muwa 3 1 40 Я 
28. Kankseealee СЕ 2; 6 а (0 
29. рар: MP 
у апКапиг 3 
3, “hala Talook) 12 9 3 $ 9 m 0 
` Adhoee Purgana 115 7 108 67 
029m 1209 1718 4 


AM Talooks : 5760 1370 439 


FI) 


178 FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA 


that amongst the population within 20 yrs. and below the number 
of males were 241 for every 100 females. Sex-ratio improved ap- 
preciably to minimise disparity between male and female propor 
tions in question. This improvement was caused definitely РУ 
the acts of preservation of female infants in the Jhareja families: 
In this context, the figures for total deceased (males and females), 
were shown to be 147 and 47 by the end of 1840. In Dhur d 
(Онего!) Talook alone 53 males and 8 females deceased ай 
these figures were the highest. Next to this Talook was the 
position of Gondul where mortality of 22 males and 7 females 
was recorded. In seven Talooks namely Lodheeka, ShahpooP 
Kotharia, Paal, Verwa, Kankseealee, and Wudalee no deal 
figure was available. 

Another interesting piece of information was available b 
see the total number of Jharejas who had preserved per Taloo 
one, two or more daughters in their respective family. Ba 
together 791 Jharejas of all the thirty Talooks, except ShahpooP 
Veerwa, and Kankseealee, were found to possess one daughter 
alive in their individual family. The Jharejas having 1? 
daughters alive in their respective family were 210 in number 0 
they were enumerated from all the Talooks, except GowreedU" 
Shahpoor, Bhadwa, Paal, Kotra Nayajee, Veerwa, Мима 2” 
Wudalee. In only five — Talooks, namely, Nowanuge™ 
Morvee, Dherol, Rajkot, and Gondul a total of 43 Jhareja pa 
Tents was found to possess three daughters alive in their respe™ 
tive family. Again, it was only in the Talook of Nowanugget 6 
Tt individually had four daughters alive and one Jharej# 

amily only presented five daughters in living state. 

Capt, Jacob furnished another demographic account to show 
the total Jhareja population classified by age for all and bY 
marital status for only females. A summary of this account i 
produced below to indicate age-distribution of males and female 
and civil condition of the female Tharejas. Mortality under 
different ages was also supplied and the same is noted here. 

Thus, it is of sociological interest to learn that of the total 
Jhareja females 26 per cent were in wedlock, while as № 
js 58 per cent remained unbetrothed. Widows constituted а 
tiny portion (3 per cent). Among the married females +08 
Who were within the age-category of 16-25 years concentra? 
maximum and they alone accounted for 62 per cent of {00 
Tae This means that most of the married females of ш 
Thareja society were in the most fertile years of their reprod¥ 
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number of females ` mem 
үз] то 
5 В 8 2 "d 9 8 
Je gd omo D ose s 
= я 2 
Ws. рл lodi epe aequ 
= Bos ie 5 5 9 Е 2 
1 
ы) до 
1 
2 96:3 we дво O E E МА 7 
3 ooa о ues Г. 
4 Wd iow гез шй ЗН аре ВИ 
5 DAMM TT Mme 3 
6 15 міо Sy О 9 Бъ 
S 1764 PE USA, rs ДУ 2 
8 20190 бере a ВАА 58! п adeno 
oie эр$май ed: ve 022004 0112 654 9 
10 150 2«v 202010990 88 Бани ОО 
ti panicle 210 ree 809 64 73 5:0 2 
i 1130 count ФОНА 23 0 0 
n 236 Л 01 2609 ae 55x ОП 
x 103 йш rae 15 Fee ОКО 
i 1581 16 10 ОЗҮ ИШЕ ДЇ ОТОО 
1 2 1245 ЗМ3 тйл 1010 БТА? gE 00000 0 
d олобо 2 of 16098) IE 2597 8 d 
2755 oto iig 28.5 Las n ао 
Eus т one: уде а END 
d 781 2807 
"Eg и. 1 20 
56- 
65 аб ны "EU 
66- x 
75 40. «oct „пре DURS ERN о 10 
76-85 д ДЕ и о e UNO 
a 
l ages: 7 5760 358 30 186 о Аі 
* 
Age-groupings have been made for the purpose of the 
ti Dresent tabular presentation oj the data in question. 
Ive li ү 
Tor ife and consequently. а flourishing population was ensured 
of the Jharejas in = = future. Оп the other hand, number 
re 10 suggest enormous scope 


the Jhareja society. 


Idow, as 
S was astonishingly meas 
mber of wives and 


Te: 2 
D а ен of the widowed females in 
atter of fact, existence © plural mu 
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: D 
concubines per feudal lord as reported earlier, was a A 
pointer to such possibility of re-marriage. In this reg explain 
custom of бийее might be taken into consideration to t ds 
paucity of widows among the Jharejas. In the absence = othing 
on frequency of widow-marriages or Suttee immolations x um 
definitely can be asserted in this aspect. Nevertheless, E males 
be noted additionally that 982 out of total 1370 Jhareja fe ing. 
were still to enter the state of married life and of these 982 "d 
females as many as 956 were of and under age 15 yr. Mor 
the Jhareja daughters whose ages did not exceed 5 year M 
found to explain 38 per cent of total 1370 females of all в 
Such demographic feature was, indeed, Significant in the parad 
ground of the destructive influence of the custom of female 
fanticide of the Jharejas of Kattywar. obs 

Regarding the Jetwa population of Poorbunder Talo 5 
Kattywar, a separate statement was supplied by Capt. Jacob M 
had the unique credit to possess for the first time such dem í 
graphic figures. Jetwa population was never enumerated 40 
previous censuses. It is found from the statement that in 19 m 
among the Jetwas 77 males and 17 females were existing. уй 
means that 452 males рег 100 females dominated in Је e 
society. Such extraordinary sex-disparity was on the i t 
footing to that which was observed for the Jhareja population *" 
a whole in the same year. Female infanticide was strongly belie" 
ed to be the harmful factor to cause great imbalance of sex 
amongst the Jharejas and under the given demographic situatio” 
in the Jetwa society any factor other than female infanticid? 
could not very reasonably bring about such abnormal exces? 
of males. Of and under age 20 yrs. Jetwa males were found t° 
be 35 against 15 females and here too sex-imbalance Wg 
Prominent. On the other hand, it is gathered from the oe 
Statement that only 11 Jetwa parents had respectively 0" 
daughter alive and in only 3 cases the Jetwas had individually 
two living daughters. In no cases preservation of more Е 
two daughters was reported. Truly speaking, the Jetw* 


followed the Jharejas very intimately to pay enormous reset 
to their society's dicta and familial pride in killing new b? 
females, 

Capt. 
docket the 


under inquir: 


- to 
Jacob provided with an interesting statement K- 
number of alleged cases of Infanticide that ET 
Y since Mr. Erskine's observations on 30 June, 1 


FOURTH PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS 181 


E furnished detailed identifications of each accused Jhareja,. 
5 e of female infant's death, date of inquisition, name of; 
ког апа песеззагу judicial remarks. Particulars of 
ach Infanticide case are briefly discussed below in the order : 
given by Capt. Jacob. 

ed to Jhareja Wukuts- 


: (1) The fist infanticide-case relati 
ng of Nuwagam village of Маша Тајоок. He was charged 


With’ cirme of child-murder which took place in January, 1835, 
ып. his case came under investigation of Capt. Jacob, Asst.’ 
olitical Agent, in May, 1838. The charge was finally proved 
and the Girassia was placed in confinement, This case was: 


forwarded for kind consideration tO higher authority and 
ubsequently, Wukutsingjee was released by Mr. Erskine. 
Chandlee Talook was thé. 


А (2) Jhareja Dadajee of Seesang : h 
Cond culprit whose case was ated by Captain Lang In 
July, 1838. Premature death of his infant daughter occurred in 
nd and very promptly Lang took up hi picion. 
hough no evidence was produced to substantiate the suspicion” 
of murder of the said child, still, as the father failed to give 
information of its birth to Government, а fine of Rs. 5 was 
imposed on him in consequence. 
(3) Next was the case of Jhareja Hurbhumjee of Gutka 
Talook who was tried by Mr. Erskine himself in July, 
suspected death of his daughter was proved to be resulted 
Tom sickness sometimes in 1836 and infanticide was Шү 
Ee ЕМ fe Talook 
(4 ; : Mauglia village of Nugg 
) Јһагеја Bawajee of Maug g ios But th 


as . 1 

put into tri Mr. Erskine on uly, 
ch o trial before Mr. Ersxil! Bs 
arge of infanticide against this J hareja respectability could not. 


e 
Es A 
thee: ) In August, 1838 Capt. Jacob investig' 
ms Wujesing of Meetana village of Моогуе, 
e x of his daughter in May WaS due to some disease ? 
às not spared from harsh inquisition. k and Jhareja 


(6 Е ЕШ ЯГ 
) Jhareja Mansingjee at cated with the suspicion 
oth the cases 


00, 5 

ae of the same Talook were 75. ed 

ang 11816 infanticides. Capt. Jacob investigate gied а natural 
the children were stated № defence 10 р 


dea 

th : 

„ and tantiated. jy LEM 
the charge was not subs! ава happening in indicat- 


i ese fresh cases expose at once 
OW the inferior ne were subjected чу dtes ant 
sment and sharp anxieties iñ the name of administration © 


nd yet 


atas 
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, i had. 
female infanticide. Excess of Willoughby's coercive measures 


с sir- 
already thrown its harmful impact on the people. ws 
able development was greatly disliked by Capt. NE. by 
accordingly, he appealed to Mr. Willoughby who d er 
then as officiating Chief Secretary, to institute a good a 
tration for the interest of the Jharejas in general. Р. 

A comparative table showing Jhareja population in еп 
1836-37 and 1840-41 throughout Kattywar was ЖУ Ба 
by Capt. Jacob. This table has been appended be p 
the proportions of the se 3 
ar was made by him an 
ed in toto below? to show 


ghby sent a memorandum on 1 June, 1842 i 

Hon. G. W. Anderson, Governor of Bombay, eliciting his ех 

observations оп Capt. Jacob’s report, His remarks and СО 

ments may be briefly noted as follows. 
(1) Explanati 


Оп of the circumstances causing no report be 
tween June 1837 and October 1841 wa 


t 
S far more satisfactory. 1 
was urged that Political Agent's report on Government's mea 
Sures against Infanticide Must be submitted regularly on 1% 


‘detailed lists" from whic 
y Tegretted, 
(3) Proposal of a fine of 
Shahpoor Taloo З 
(4) As the district of Adhoee had now for the first tim? 
been brought within the Operations of census, some dup 
Was suggested for the non-observance of his engagement by t 


5 
ief who owned it. Since the census showed only 7 fermai 
Out of total 122 persons in the area the Chief had to be warn! 
Once for all, 


h the last census was 


Rs. 1000 against Jhareja Kullajees 
k was agreed. 


(S) Success of anti- 
years (upto 23 October, 1 
MOographic fa о 
Jharejas between (ће аре оЁ опе усаг апа under, and age 


" 10 
infanticide measures during the a | 
841) would be clear from the follow 


3 he 
cts which revealed the population figures for Ul" 
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10 years, and also the excess of females over males, of the age 
of one year and under: 


number of excess of 
years in age in 1841 males females ^ males females 


which bono a UE ие 


1831-32 10 years 232 73 159 0 
1832-33 915 3 150 54 96 0 
1833-34 втру 225 65 160 0 
1834-35 dofus 201 58 143 0 
1835-36 6n T3 176 56 120 0 
1836-37 5м (2 165 70 95 0 
1837-38 4s 143 116 27 0 
1838-39 31%, 140 111 29 0 
1839-40 07 122 95 27 0 

650 826 856 32 


all years : 1 


Thus, the total excess of males over females was by 824 
and the latest figure Of births confirmed most spectacularly ex- 
cess of new born female infants over male ones. This me 
Phic achievement was, indeed, the unique event of the deca 


Under refi 

(6 оО results of census i 
the districts of Adhoee and the Shahpoot Talook the excess ^ 
registered new births of male over female in the E d 
Кану (ambi 20 mulooks) was dm 187 0 ош 
1838-39 alone 29, and in 1839-40 alone 27; e И a 


the ss of 32 females О 
census showed ап ехсе 2 thus; justified an d amply те- 


Anti-infanticide measures 5000 

Warded. 

(7) Willoughby continued to state, m ) 

Your predecessor whenever а case of infanticide came to his 
to hold à preliminary in- 

arty being placed pub- 


the unfavourable 


“the mode adopted by 


Brounds existed for the charge, Ё Р 
cient ‘evidence. ...One great advantage attending D 
tions are there 


Procedure is that false accusations · by checked in limine, 
and the Governor in Council entertains nO doubt that, from the 
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course adopted by your predecessor, had that officer Conta 
Kattywar, several of the cases publicly investigated in 1836 Mer 
never have preceeded beyond the preliminary investigation a Es 
adverted to...... Тће Governor in Council considers it to be р 
duty of the Political Agent to investigate every charge of Bi £ 
ticide which may come to his knowledge without reference to A 
quarter from which it may proceed ; but, that, in the first instan 5 
his inquiries should be private, and that when in this ae 
he has satisfied himself that fair grounds exist for putting 
accused on his trial, he should do so, but not before.’ Willoughby 
here reiterated Government policy of investigation into cases 0 
infanticide which was notified on 16 February, 1839 to Ma 
Erskine in consonance with the majority view of the Boat 
of Governors. Such policy statement was at once needed 10 
explain the mishaps that were resulted in investigating five cases 
of infanticide on false acquisition. Ў 
(8) Enquiries were to be instituted to ascertain if Infant 
cide prevailed among other tribes of Kattywar besides 
the Jharejas and Jetwas. When Capt. Jacob could succeed Л 
obtaining from the Manka and Korunga tribes of Wagur, an 
from the Jharejas of Adhoee, agreements to renounce the pra 
tice of infanticide he was highly recommended. 

% (9) Approval was extended to Jacob’s proposal, namely: 
‘the 


wife or nearest female relative of the person employed g 
take the Jhareja census be associated with him in the perform" 
ance of this duty, 


(10) .It was recorded by Willoughby that ‘all must coincide 
with Capt, Jacob in Opinion that the present System can only ђе 
relied upon during the Pressure of vigilant "supervision" and 
even, though other duties are neglected, the Agent must neve! 
relax from that Supervision. The complete suppression © 
Infanticide be а work of time, but, looking back’ to the past- 
and seeing how much has been effected within a few short years» 
We are encouraged strongly to hope that a steady and continue 


Perseverance in the measures now in operation will ultimately 
be crowned with full and entire success. On the 24th Septembe® 
1834, the date of my first report on this subject, the number © 
Jhareja females ascertained to have been preserved in Kattywar 
Saal ages, was 696; on the 23rd October, 184] the date © 


we present {Jacob’s] report, they amounted to 1370; being yh 
increase ‘of 574 in less than seven years, which certainly ek 
MY most Sanguine expectations.’ The bright aspect of an 


| 


b= 
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infanticide m 
або ovements in Kattywar i 
ve engage by Ep thus, portrayed in the 
that of ЕЕ of Education must not 
Cationsex anticide, though J acob had renewe 
by Mr ERAI out of Infantici 
ready Es Willoughby noted that «Government had al- 
trenched и etermined that the Infanticide Fund should not be 
from this pon for purposes of education, and before departing 
would соок the consent ОЁ His Highness of Gaekwar 
owever, pm y appear necessary. The Political Agent might, 
D att endeavour to what extent the Chiefs and monied 
ywar are disposed to aid in the introduction of a 


general 

pee of education in that province.” 

cide м 5 suggestion for giving Rs. 1,000 out of Infanti- 

infanticide annually for best-essays against the custom 0 
e same NE accepted on principle. But it was sus 
ducatio, might be initiated of the Native 

ed апа n. Society in Bombay, i 

divided arenira! in Kattywar. The su 

- First Prize: Rs. 300: Second Prize: 


Print; 
п B 
ag charges : Rs. 300. 
embo i" Political Agent should take necessa: 
Noticing the results of the present census in proclamation, 
› in terms of commendation, those Chiefs who, by the 
ements, and 


Tesults у 

‚ are proved to have adhered 10 their engag 

ave not done 50. This should then 
eep j i 


ry actions ‘tO 


ее 
у XM of those who В 
in aon ee throughout the province, 
e бесе mind, and to ‘prove that the 
In а its effort to suppress the inhu 
14) | а 
of a o The orders served БУ the Government ii t 
ovember, 11834 pad to be implemented, if n 
whether the 


ће letter 
ot done 


ваще 
Sanction Government liked tO 
чех а ed to induce the Heads of those tribes Who ed to give 
ime prier in marriage Share} јаје at the 
betrothment for the preservation female issues by 
d upon th what success 
rskine (June 


Suc] 
SY Cate had been acte 
1837) 4 Considerable stress Was laid. b : ' 
9f the ү in а minor degree P Capt. о mend the severity 
e еше adopted for the suppression of female infanticide. 
edging their views toughby 7 marked that ‘this 10 
itis unayoidable and. justi 


me extent We 
may be admitted; but it 
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further elucidation of the facts. Similarly, the нето 
version of the Petition submitted by ‘the greater part E a 
Rajkot Bhyad' was also available along with his ae а 
petition Jhareja Wagjee of Вајршта, Jussajee and ; E of 
Lodheka, Wunajee of Bhadwa, Suttanjee of Parasun, Ja ] nod 
Pal, and Mudar Sing of Trumba joined together to pu 
for Kullajee and this joint-appeal was submitted on 26 98 Ww 
1842 to Captain Jacob. They remarked that Jhareja d i835 
had not committed the crime, rather “їп the year 1891 e. 
AD.) the premature birth of a female occurred in his т. 
Bhawabhajee’s family, who died instantly.’ They informed г 
that ‘afterwards, in his Bhyad village of Purwulla, а daughte 


emographic situation of Ааћосе 
district the Moorve Chief happened to record his observa- 


іп a letter of 7 October, 1842 to Capt. Jacob, This 
папе to Jacob because through 
Teactions of one of the principal 


attywar. The Chief of Moorve 
‘female life in that district [Adhoee] is seldom 


Preserved,—a matter Of deep dissatisfaction? Не d 
also that effectual arrangements for the suppression of f 
crime of 


child-slaughter _which was 
the Government had been i 
the Honourable the Govern 
desire to comply with al 
besides, I will not deviate 
Not inattentive to the subj 
of the district the Chief of 
Plorable condition of Ad 


strongly desired bY 
nstituted to honour the decision of 
or in Council. He wrote, ‘it is my 
l the injunctions of Government: 
from the path of religion, and Т s 
ect as regards Adhoee’. As the lori 
Moorve took timély notice ‘of the de- 
hoce and thereby saved the 1006 
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Jharej - 

RR families from possible punitive actions of Willoughby 

N associates in the Government. г 

© мя from Dherol Chief written оп 21 July, 1842 

the vim ee must be referred here. This letter contains for 

amongst Es the news of existence of infanticide-practice 

Dherol di new Jhareja group, namely the Soomra tribe of 
istrict, Knowledge about the Soomras was not avail- 


able i 

beg » any earlier records. Dherol Chief wrote himself, ‘I 

O state that arrangements shall ђе made to prevent this 
as requested by you. On 


tri z 
the лом such evil practices, 
More aoe Moorve Chief's letter of 7 October, 1842 added 
E on the question of the Soomra people. He 
1842. са Jacob’s order that was issued on 15 September, 
People « _ Stated that he despatched а Mehta amongst the 
bn a directions to make inquiry and enter into pre- 
interval, He assured a census of the Soomras within a short 
t Jacob continued to observe in his letter that he felt 
to learn that a female cé d not be appointed due 
the present censor 
g called on 
noun to give evidence before ој Govern- 
Caste " саха of real or 
се particularly tenaciou 
gical opined Jacob for 2 correct perus 
found isis of the supposed prejudices. 
&mplo о continue his emphasis Ой ©” 
9 соц of Infanticide Fund for f 
Tharejas. 7 against the immor 
Ìnstitutin He urged that Government shou ^ 
Rm E in B co-operation С 
isi an or а t's са 
aie el He б mix ир education with а te 
Gide 200 the need for a fixed sum of Rs. 1000 out of Infanti- 
iS pud annualy and the same à ount m 
a ive 6558 
me ано па Ба ae еп Ше 
but Tribunal to decide on the erits of the several com- 
‘an ors’. Jacob admitted in this occasion his ignorance about 
their steps taken to induce (19 eads of the tribes who give 
tion - daughters to the Jharejas tO stipulate for the preserva- 
of female issues previous marriage after August, 


{ education and 
ој the cause 


of Infanticide of the 
d in 
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1835? In this particular context Jacob was proc 
.enough to record that he was sanguine of every Su n 
in this desirable object, but he liked equally to make ess. 
this social fact that ‘besides the apathy that pervades i 
‘whole community, and the dislike to what they consider E 
ference with their family concerns, no party likes to дерп 
his daughters о} the chances of respectable Jhareja alliances, 
which, unless all could be brought to make cause, woul 
naturally be the case with whoever first set the example. 
Jacob transmitted along with his letter ап application from 
the Jam of Nowanugger, asking the assistance of Government #07 
21 members of his Bh 
daughters. 


"the same w 


Ole in piloting anti-infanticide move 
tment in Kattywar has to be distinguished 
of the Jharejas. They found in him а 


able developments that took place at the 


‚ Government of Bombay 
Very shortly after the entry of Mr. А. Malet as the new Poli- 


tical Agent in Kattywar. Mr. Willoughby, Secretary to the 
Government, sent a communication to this new Political Agent 
on 17 May, 1843, intimating pleasure of the Governor i? 
Council Чо remit the fine of Rs, 1000 which Government, at 
the Tecommendation of that officer [ Capt, Jacob], ordered їр 
levy on Јћагеја Kullajee of Shahpoor. The grounds of this 
remission should be explained to Jhareja Kullajee, and to the 

lefs who have interceded on his behalf, with a distinct intima- 
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ti р 
= that should Kullajee hereafter fail to co-opearte with 
vernment for the suppression of the crime of Infanticide, his 


Tal А 

па will be placed under sequestration’. Contextually, 

Willoughby expressed his utter satisfaction on the fulfilment of 
and Dherol but 


eae given by the Chiefs of Moorv 
ees us at the same time on stricter vigilance to see the promises 
spected hereafter. 
ais = is further gathered from Willoughby that the Honourable 
Rs пар ites Council was pleased to sanction a donation of 
deris , being granted from the Infanticide Fund for the 
Chief = of 21 Jhareja maidens in the Nowanugger Talook, 
ВЫ Nowanuggur was, thus, accorded a singular honour 
e deserved for his exemplary conduct against infanticide 


crime. 
ae insisted again that Infanticide Report must be 
Skee et regularly on the 1st of January of each year, as 
Poli US by Mr. L. R. Reid, Chief Secretary 10 Government's 
itical Department in his communication of 12 August, 1842. 
Don Regarding the proposed establishment of 4 prize jor the 
essay against the practice of Infanticide he forwarded à 


Copy of his letter? of 17 May, 1843 which was addressed (0 
oard of Education. Subsequent reply? 


Téceived from Dr. C. Morehead, Secretary to the Board of Edu- 

ilable b Willoughby to follow the 
which effected strongly 
f the pro- 


Course of а significan 
Chief Secretary 


n far-reaching impact О 
to o. In his letter to Dr. 
lon overnment solicited expert opinion о 
eee proposals for instituting ал © 
a куо custom and for awarding First Prize of RS. 
сој cond Prize of Rs. 200 to the winners amongst the talented 

Mpetitors of the Bombay Native Education Society, Dr. 
forehead replied to Mr. E. № Na on 16 јоне, 1863 ева 

е Observations in this effe 
lan GM of Infanticide should be 
ды age, and accompanie with а 1 5 
d ng the sum alloted for the prize being charged to t 9 
ig ede Fund the Board was of Opinion n 
Ould be open to the publi т 
©. of obtaining a good essay); that the sum xed fot 
Su Prize should be Rs. 1000’. Dr. Morehead raised another 
© by stating, ‘should, however, the prize be charged to the 


ggay-campaign а 
i Rs. 300 


is 
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Education Fund, it appears to the Board that in this case Е: 
petition should be confined to the ‘scholars of the гш ЊЕ 
Native Education Institution ... but that Ёз. 500 sho emo 
fixed as a prize for the best essay, and Rs. 300 for the о 

Mr. Reid agreed to the proposal of Dr. Morehead ne pire 
him in his letter of 19 July, 1843 to issue a general noti! M. 
of the terms on which the prizes would be awarded id 
obtaining Government's approval. To this Dr. Я 
Taised the suggestions which ће forwarded in his letter ој oi 
June. Не reiterated that ЧЕ the competition was to be d 
for all the prize should be Rs. 1000 to draw qualified comp F 
tor’ in the proposed essay-campaign against the demerits 2 
Infanticide custom, Concurrent to his fresh letter of 2 pee 
1843 Morehead sent also a Notification® as desired earlier E 
by Mr. Reid. This notification was acknowlédged with oe 
modififications by Mr. Reid who informed also that the р d 
money was now raised from Rs. 500 to Rs. 600 for the first a 
best essay and Rs. 300 to’ Rs. 400 to the second best essay~ 


Dr. Morehead was noticed of Mr, Reid's revised orders on ! 
August, 1843. 


Incidentally it may be men 


н Н К 
tioned that in the source boo 
of Selections 


the Bombay Government, (по. 
39-40), 1856 many more interesting documents of correspon 
ences besides the text of Notifification 


for essay-competition 
© throw light on Government’s further actions in 
These ‘correspondences help study 
tude for or against the utility of 
al measures for curing the evils of 


e infanticide? Мг. Willoughby was 
responsible to exchange these letters with many top-ranking 
Government officials and the letters being some documentary 
to Infanticide and have been append- 
attest one basic fact that Government 
to meet the problem of infanticide 
command and to do so they were 
Ossible means that could be тап”. 

ting improved situation of Kattywar 
of 1940s. 

From these 


Worthy develo; 
as follows: 


te- 
documents of correspondences several т 
Pments are noticed. They may be summaris 


З 5 s о 
(i) A high-level Committee consisting of the Secretary © 
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th 
a bee in the Revenue Department, the Secretary to 
of Scd ducation Society, and the Secretary to the Board 
2s ot EL was instituted by the Government of Bombay, to 
EXC pi under the terms of the Government Моййса- 
а September, one or more of four English essays 
The een infanticide deserved the rewards in question. 
Td s ittee was also desired to express opinion in regard 
LU. erathee version of the essays and the inherent merit of 
ene in offering substantial aids to Governments anti- 
ide movements. The appointment of the Committee was 


Notified in Willoughby's letter of 13 April, 1844. 
18 oad Committee in а communication dated 22 June, 
(ie а four English Essays on Female Infanticide 
tions) which were accompanied with Guzerathee transla- 

. The members were unanimous in assigning the first 


pla 
се to that essay whose motto was taken from the Рита Puran: 
ts Infanticide.” etc. Dr. More- 


dered the said essay **well- 


Must spirited production, wort 
tion $ e Rev. G. Pigott, the S 
favou ociety of the Government's Persian Department, 
ence rable to the Guzarathee Version © 
hess b The second best essay entitled, 
instru elow” was thought far behind the 
side. ctive materials. Dr. Morehead and Mr. Townsend con- 
Ge Ted this second production as ‘аз One of ordinary merit’. 

neral Kennedy expressed unfavourable opinion on the 


S + 
Zerathee version of the second essay and as such this essay 
he two remaining essays 


ese. 
qM no grant of апу rewarc | еза 
nst Female Infanticide Were declared to be very inferior 


first, but it contained 


Productions’, 
En Shri Bhawoo Dajee, an Assistant Teacher in the 
Phinstone Native Education Institution, Was awarded the first 

entitled *Infanti- 


Tizi 
* of Rs. 600 for his commendable essay 5 i 
led ‘Tamista’. This 


cide 
N be condemned to the Hall called › xb 
Stter cant declaration was announced by Mr. Willoughby in AS 
the of 20 November, 1844 to Dr. Morehead, the Secretary to 
telo card of Education. e ining three essays were 
historic for their poor merit and Bhawoo 
"n wii figure of the contemporary times. 
form illoughby wrote to the embers of 
his decision which was communicate 


ЕЕЕ 


the Committee to 
d to the Secretary, 
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Board of Education. But, he pointed out Са: um 
that the prize-winning Essay of Shri Dajee was d | di 
suited for publication in its present form and accor 25 уа d 
Members were requested to revise and condense the tex ced 
essay in consultation with the author зо as to make ШО, E 
essay more suitable for Circulation in Kattywar, Ku val » 
Gujarat, among the tribes in which the revolting 2 verit 
Infanticide was prevailing. The revised and condensed oe 
of the Essay was later on published by Bombay Cove ae 
The highlights of those hectic and crucial develop 9 
which were effected in the most eventful period extending dis- 
Mr. James Erskine to Capt, Jacob (1836-1844) have been rds 
cussed above with the immediate help of numerous official a s 
and hereby we read the complicated course that was followe' ble 
sustain the infanticide movements in Kattywar. Many E 2 
ups and downs in the history of British Administration EC. 
feudal society in Kattywar (Gujarat) have been noticed Jn 2 
decade in question with utmost interest. Official measure 
Coercive and sumptuary—which were implemented thorou 
against the Jharejas by Mr. Willoughby were censored for 
first time by a spirited British officer named Mr, Erskine Y 
took a bold, independeit stand in exposing excesses in pud 
Administration and obvious limitations of the anti-infantic’ 
policy (outlined and acted upon by Mr, Willoughby). v 
Erskine brought a new idea of ‘national education’ in comba 
ing radically all evils of the social practice of female infanticid 
Captain Jacob developed his idea and attempted a novel strate Я 
to push the anti-infanticide policy of Government towards А 
new perspective. Jacob promoted the cause of literary cà? 
paign against the crime by the native scholars themselves. 20 
thereby boosted a healthy mode of thinking in the high® 
quarter of Government. Mr. Erskine was successful to 415 


: ; К А 5, 
immediate attention of the Honorable Court of Director 
London, to the disquieting state of affairs in Kattywar =. 
forced thi 


em to announce a bold policy of administration , p 
protecting the general well-being and wounded pride of ue 
Jharejas and other inhabitants of Kattywar. But his qu 
Observations on coercive measures and their harmful after-efo t 
on the morale of the Jharejas were ruled out by Govern”, 

Nevertheless, strong interventions by the Court of Direct? у 
London, along with the Board of Governors, Bombay were ЈА d 
ously responsible to induce improvements in the constrained 
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confused relations that accrued between Mr. Willoughby and Mr. 
Erskine, and thereby, anti-infanticide movements were timely 
rescued from almost a moribund state. Though Mr. Erskine’s 
extra-enthusiasm led anti-infanticide campaigns at cross-roads, 
yet he was profusely liable to auger a more judicious thinking 
in the administrative quarters concerned. Cumulative impact of 
such thinking created as well as activated later on several offi- 
cial measures of important standing. One of these measures 
linked up the Board of Education of the Government with anti- 
infanticide movements. Sociologically this event was most signi- 
ficant for the inhabitants of Kattywar, Kutch and Gujarat of mid- 
nineteenth century. Mr. James Erskine and Captain La Grand 
Jacob illumined the feudal society of the Rajpoots of Gujarat 
by their untiring zeal and labour and eventually the Jharejas—a 
Significant component of the large Rajpoot society of north- 
Western India—gained a memorable position in the history of 
British Administration of this sub-continent. The Jharejas and 
their domestic custom of Female Infanticide constituted truly an 
interesting issue for social researchers, historians, demo- 


raphers and political scientists. 


REFERENCES—NOTES : 


ia JAM 
1. The correspondence from J. P. WILLOUGHBY to Jharej 


: БЕ 
RUNMULIEE, of Nowanugger, dated Rajkot, 21st July, 183 


infor 
After compliments.—I have the pleasure to forward, for corum 
mation, two copies of a proclamation recently published by m which 
in this province, upon the subject of Female Infanticide, 
request your attentive consideration. А f you the 
2. I have been instructed on this occasion to convey 10 which 
satisfaction derived by Government on observing the progress ishing 
has been made in the districts subject to your authority in abo shows 
this inhuman custom, since the return lately furnished by you 
that three hundred and eighty infants have been preserved. dial € 
3. I confidently rely on receiving from you the most cor a uri 
Operation in carrying into effect the measures in progress for € 


í > А e usab 
the entire abolition of a practice so entirely at variance with 
of mankind. 


I am happy to inform you that His Highness үс 
of Kutch has pledged himself to use his exertions to DU of 
heinous sin from his dominions, and I look to you, as the С ^ Је“ 
the Jharejas of Kattywar, to follow His Highness the Rao’s а in 
by affording me every assistance in accomplishing the same ob О” 
this province. By doing so you will greatly add to your repu conti 
and establish for yourself and family the strongest claims for 4 ent: 
nuance of the friendship and protection of the British Governm' 

4. 


ЧЫЎ 
I request you will do ше the favour to give every P сіў 
to the Government proclam: 


и 
ation; and it would be highly cond 
to the end in уе 


uf 
ew were you on this occasion to summon {0 BU. 
Presence your Bhyad and the whole of the Jharejas subject {0 the 
authority and inform them of your fixed resolve to punish wit stil! 
utmost severity, and expel from the cas 


rey 
s ain 
5. You will observe that Government has resolved to obt the 
census of the Share 


E m 
ja population of Kattywar, and to require fro! etro 
Chief of the tribe half- 


yearly returns of all births, marriages: 2d rns. 
thals, and deaths occurring in the district. The object of these existi E 
is to enable Government to ascertain from the results how far 


тей” 

engagements are observed; and І request your assistance towards | 
dering the returns of your districts as full and accurate as poss relief 
6. The British Government has established a fund for ber è 
of Jharejas in indigent circumstances and unable to defray the К һар? 
expenses of their daughters. I shall on all occasions be mos аў 
to рау every attention іп my power to such representations YO 
make on behalf on Jharejas so circumstanced. 


m 
Р А inter? 
Е impossible to convey to you an idea of the intense 
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felt, 
SR UA the Government of India, but by the authorities in 
се: en ect the entire extinction of the unnatural crime of Infanti- 
м. at a distance can scarcely credit the existence of such 
sias ong a highminded race of men, whose Shasters or Religion 
admit of ex за crime of the deepest dye, and so great as not to 
by vi EE In suppressing И, Government is alone influenced 
to effect uei ipn and the purest philanthropy- It sincerely desires 
or ee end in view by persuasion and by an appeal to the dictates 
п and religion; but, should these means fail, the severest 


Penalti н нА 
ies will be inflicted upon those who still adhere to the detestable 
atter of serious consideration 


Custom: 

dm and, finally, it will become m 

ever Е can with propriety maintain any relations what- 

and a persons who, after having voluntarily renounced the practice, 

B MEN warnings and admonitions, may still prove themselves to 

mankind ly regardless of one of the first and most important duties of 
8. 1 - 

Sort Favour me with an early reply t 

the wi 8 of such measures as you may adopt 

ishes and orders of Government. 

2: 4 

The correspondence from Jou Р: WILLOUGHBY © Jhareja 


PRETHEERAJJEE, the Chief of Moorvee; of the same date. 

1. Similar to Para. 1 of the foregoing. 
oin I have been directed on this occasion 
furni егин has experienced on receivin 
are ened of Jhareja children їп your districts, 
па А males only 
ара proof is required 
rous custom of Fem 


o this communication, and 
for giving effect to 


to ale Infanticide | ae are 
NE considerable extent because the inquiries © е us bs 
is Ved that in all countries the number of persons n o pus 
dud equal. Let me remind you that father, p 
а, Jehajee, was Ше first Chief who set 
Yours x renouncing this horrible practice, | 
of aie and family have оп various occasi 
ing i favours and friendship of the British 
50 ne reflect that the Jaudable example x yo 
е hee impression Upon the 
тра Talooka. 
entered е measures 10 ensur 
dreadf into by your respecte 
ikonia crime; and I inform you, 
Will f TAPA returns from you 
БУБЕН eit all claim to а continuance © 
rnment, and justly ехрозе yourse 
Same as para. 4 Of the letter 
Same as para. ditto. 
Same as рага. 
Same as para. 
Same as para. 


її to do 50, and 
xhibit similar results, you 
and protection of 


reproach and disgrace. 


чале 
© асу А e 
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3. The correspondences from J. P. WILLOUGHBY to Ди 
CHUNDERSINGIEE, the Chief of Gondul Dhorajee; of the sam 
date. 

The same as to the Jam, with the exception of the 2nd paragraph, 
and the allusion to the Rao in the 3rd paragraph; and ite 
(b) From J. Р. WILLOUGHBY to Jhareja BOPUTSINGJEE, 

Chief of Dhurol Surrufdar; of the same date. 

The same as to the Chief of Gondul. 


4. The correspondence from J. Р. WILLOUGHBY to Share} 
SOORAJEE, Chief of Rajkot Sirdar; of the same date. „И 
The same аз to Gondul апа Dherol, with ап addition as follows ion 
In my letter of the 20th June, I communicated to you the decis! in 

of Government upon the dreadful instance of Infanticide committed ' 

your house in 1833. I trust that the leniency extended to you я 

Goyernment is duly appreciated; that you have been awakened tO 

Proper sense of the heinous sin which, under the influence of a эпос 

Prejudice, you committed; and that you will endeavour to restore уо 

self in some degree to the favour of Government by your a 

exertions towards the Suppression of a practice long since renounce 

by your tribe generally, under the most formal engagements. 


F 
5. The correspondence from J. P. WILL HIEFS © 
DRAPA OUGHBY to the С 


nclosed is a proclama: 


E tion issued by G uiring YO 
Е У Government, req o 


: agor 
ements it entered into twenty-five years 


Ну if 
S a si normity 
$ „Sin of the deepest © classe? 


Mooleeladeree, Sesang Chandlee, Kotra 
wanee, Mallia, Loodeeka, 
Kaksealle, and Gulk and again, 

(b) Circular t 


OWa: The same аз the above, 


Nyajee, Rajpurra, 
Bharwa, Veerwa, Shapoor 


Kotareea, Kotra Sanganee: 
omitting para. 2. 


5 f 
PED In this context Jhareja DOONOURJEE, the Chief о! 
И T» also addressed in the following lines: mul- 
compliments —E; Г + ro 
gated in Katt NE n nclosed is а proclamation, recently P 


H icide 
io VINE against the unnatural practice of Female Infanticid 
Ich I request you will give every publicity. 


B 
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2. Jt i 
has afforded me the highest satisfaction to observe, from 


the ret Е у 
neers ЖШ Jhareja children of your district, that yourself and brethren 
pradie dj o much attention to your engagements to renounce 4 

3. bx ti opposed to the usage of mankind. 
of о каре conduct having been brought to the notice 
рН I have been authorised to grant you 4 remission of 
and an Bon m the tribute payable from Kesurrah for Sumvat 1890, 
high е ни ргеѕепі іп the name of Government in token of its 
doubt stimi Mdh of your exemplary conduct. These rewards will no 
Which E ate you to further exertions towards extinguishing а crime 

ен Es long disgraced your tribe. 

(d) E a reply to this communication. 
Satodar W. OUGHBY wrote also to the CHIEFS of Mengnee and 
annas for Ре but the letter was same as the above, substituting four 
the tna еп annas, and omitting to mention an honorary present in 
me of Government. 


e RAJA OF DRANGDRA 


"s letter to th 
in marriage to the 


6. 
UR J. P. WILLOUGHBY 
other Chiefs who gave their Daughters 


Jharejas. 
ently issued by 


osed is а procl: 
e Infanticide. 


Men compliments.—Endl 1 

Y ent, in Kattywar, against the practice of Femal 

our are aware that this custom formerly prevailed almost universally 
its renunciation was provided for 


but that 


gements. Notwithstanding this, 


amon, 
2 the Jhareja tribe, 
barbarous cus 


ur 
mcs SE most solemn enga 
still a ДЕР established beyond doubt, that the 
Е ered to, to a Very considerable extent. 
com hae ae measures have therefore. become ^ 
is i ete abolition of the cust ct of my WI! 
ente suggest that it be made à St all marriage contracts 
red into between Rajpoots of the Jhalla tribe and the Jharejas, that 


the s 
У E ue shall be discontinued. ; 
effect hace your adopting measures for carrying this $ 
uman ithin your territory. The practice of Infanticide» 
SRM c and is denounced 2$ an inexpiable sin in th 
religion. By co-operating wil! i discontinuance, 
and entitle yourself 


b T 
€ doing what is acceptable to 


he 
Fa thanks and approbation © 
vour me with ап early reply to this commu 


will 
to t 


R 
Xhe letter from J. P. WILLOUGHBY to 
л es Chief of Gondul; а gist July, 1835. 
Conve, ter compliments.—When а isited at Porebunder, 1 
cide Tsed with you upon the subject of the custom of Female Infanti- 
died Y apprised you of the measures ich І intended to adopt to 
its entire su * 
x р] ression. d 
This Pract peing SO much а detestable character, and its 
nce so at variance with the affection implanted bY nature in the 
ш parents for their children, ne that its ultimate 
may confidently be expected. 


Obs tva 


Cart: 
а 
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ity ш 
3. It is my desire to enlist the feelings of the whole comm Be 4 
behalf of this sacred cause, so that it may become duci. ЄТ) 
and be ultimately regarded by the tribe among whom it sion 
the great and inexpiable sin it is described to be in your reguit- 
"4. I have written to the Chief whose minister you now dy adhered 
ing him to see that Colonel Walker's engagements are «пау posset 
to. I request the constant exertion of the influence you Sir m over 
from your situation, as well as high and respectable character, 
the Gondul Jharejas, to give effect to those settlements. ent on 
5. Enclosed is a proclamation recently issued by SUE your 
this subject, to which I will thank you to give all the publicity on the 
Power. I request also your attention to a letter I have written adopt 
Subject to the Chief of Gondul, and that you will urge him to 


e К icated 1° 
immediate measures for giving effect to the wishes communicat: 


him. 
6. Should an 


ou 
y case of Infanticide come to your knowledge, У. 
should communica: 


сё 
te the same to me. There is no doubt the practic 
still prevails to a very considerable ext 
Tesolved to su 
effect this, 


з and 
7. I shall be happy to receive an early reply to this letter, 


all 


any 
8 circular letter of 29 September, 1835 to as ™ 


tion, 
TERR chment duty, forwarding them the proclama e 
dire emble the Jha 


j E 2: DENS o 
rejas in their vicinity and t 
nts, and to be 


SURE о 
and explain its conte: careful to report him any 259 


Infanticide. 


Р. 
9. The letter from КОМСНОВЈВЕ DEW Tus 
AN, of Joonaghur, vud 
WILLOUGHBY, Esq., Political А ent i age. 
E ted AS: 
22nd (12th July, 1835), сыш 
After compliments—Your f 
Баз been Te 
commit a 


айол, 
avour, together with the proce у 
in putting their daughters ea 

$ describe this sin as one © 


8 
epraved and abandoned I the 
The guilt, therefore, of putting an innocent infant to death is human 
lackest dye. The British Government, in abolishing this i 


Practice from 


the highest reward of virtue, There are ce 


their daughters ot death. The causes w 
10 те Practice are mentioned below. 
exist, and it is unaccountable their stil 
€ causes 
those religion a; 


vseli 
А itse: 
motives of religion and humanity, has gained for 


үш 
; ор 
rtain tribes of Rajpoots Me ái 
hich appear to me to En 
These causes, however, no 


Я ime. 
| continuing to practise the СГ! 
I mentioned are as follows :— 


2 one 
nd virtue, and violence cannot be exercised by 


ег 
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individu 
al agains 
n: i 
B t another. It is therefore unnecessary to continue th 
е 


Practice A 
of infantici 
anticide. The greater portion of Jharejas do not adopt 
il abstain, in obedience 


this а 
readf i 
to the S eon but those who do so wi 
in’ the abolition ed As you have written to me to co-o) erat 
the custom, and as itis a work of peity, ii ү 
E E 


Чеау 

ours will 

me t be spared on an de d 

O Gl) visi аа y part. Write in return, commanding 


10. The 
@) вн. іп question read as follows : 
When TR of Jhareja SUTTAJEE, Chief of Mallia. 
areja D MISTER Goolam Mahomed came to Kakrejee to take the 
s, my mother and I privately told him that Wukutsing, 


9f Now 
ма, : 
gaum, had killed a daughter. The Moonshee, took à memo- 
Rowjee afterwards 


tandum : 

Sent es „Не lived at this time with Rowjee- 

and Ro utsing and told him of my accusation. That night Teja 

saying I sh came to my house and blamed me for what I had done. 

ihonoured. by lose my character by it, and that my family would Бе 

acting оп Бу being dragged before the Sirkar. They succeeded in 

to pay E fears to such а degree, that at their request I consented 

Promised : 30 їп огдег [0 have the business quashed, and this they 

Sum, and ane and they added, that by my giving the Moonshee this 
ukutsing’s paying him something which they would manage 


Or him 
, he would take no notice of my report. 1 told Rowjee to pay 
e the sum to my deposit with him. 


the M 
о 
е ша Rs. 50, and charg 
ukutsi nshee, the second day 8 departed in company with. 
ing for Nowagaum. 


fterwards, 


(b: 70 

) Deposition of TEJA BANYAN: 

ee’s marriage, about two years 280, Moon- 
Kurrejee- i 

could prove several causes 
о Suttajee and his mother, 


agains н 
еу hans Upon Rowjee’s telling this t 
a long private conversation with Rowjee, ап got him to 
ћ the affair, оп their 
ive Rowjee 


agre 

о на part of Goolam 

Credit s Rs. 50; accordingly Suttaj rdered me 10 give | 

dig e this sum, and desi tied to 

and Sn "e his account aS 

they { tajee came out of the 

to be oe me they had quashe 
be dragged before the Sirkar 


ет 
те 2 
al fears, which were the со 


room 
d the affair, 

as witnesses; 
unter accusations 


(O; Deposition of Moonshee GOOLAM MAHOMED. 
duty Sen Captain Lang was at Adhoee Т was employed on the census 
Visit ДЕД: Т arrived at Kukrejee at ten at night. Next morning 
ш whi Rowjee at his request: and he desired me 10 live with him, 
x ШП I consented. The same day, ог the nes Т called on Suttajee 
e down the names of his children. His mother was with him, 

d th that Jhareja 


and 
She told me, in his presence 9? that other people. 
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1 
i icide. She 
Wukutsing of her Bhyad had committed the crime of VN ET 
named a woman of Mallia as having been present on 


i should be 
midwife; but she desired that her own name in the case 

concealed, and she advise: 
truth from her. 


E Rowjee: 
any remark, and, having gone home, told the TPE m igit d of 
Е ke i ing" vour, saying t t- 
In reply, he spoke in Wukutsing's M eden ар account 
3 id nothing; 
ed for me false accusation of the former. To this I Sai From this 
and after seven days came to Mallia. fanticide 
ying I wished to inquire into the ee me 
ay, he came with Wukutsing, and i AY 
he having inquired into the affair hed to 
as the thing was false, Suttajee AEN 
me some money to gain that us he 
argued the truth of it, till Rowjee finally seduced me. At 
prevailed on me to BO to 


Ё an 
certain Moorvee villages, 


t, Wukutsing 


à dah. 
She spoke to me from behind a pur 
ard each other as sed, 
weetmeat, and when I ee 
exchange for а choolee (ја 


t 
а lef 
expected to give his Sister, and I agreed, an 


Korees, : tour 
have received Petty presents from vari 
in the districts, 


such as Provisions, fruit 
household articles. In one Or two i 
Sents of valuable 


:nstance: 
cloths, etc, but these T Tefused. In a few inst 
Tharejas г i Pecuniary аа from i 


а trifling пиззегапа ог so, 
Teveal. Thi 


ac 
I have no further 
is deposition cont: 


ve 
i ains the whole I ha 
been guilty of, 


(True translation) 


J. ERSKINE, Political Agent. 


5 the | 
e and our descendants henceforward and for ever will, on | 
birth of child: i 

Should 


i ithe a 
report the same to the Sirkar: we will not conceal 


с 

= NE ые of the Jhareja Population of Kattywar at the Epochs stated underneath, forming the basis of Мг. 
AS N 5» Report dated 24th September, 1934, Mr. ERSKINE's dated 30th June, 1837, and Captain JACOB's dated 
NSS ГЕ, including the Nowanuggur Census taken іп 1838, not previously prepared. 


Rajkot, 23rd October, 1841. 
MALES FEMALES 
* Under Age of 20 Ofall Ages Married & widow Betrothed Unbetrothed Total, 
[vs = с = + > = z > = чи oS = ч 5 = 
Жш о м МВА 
m.m Qo Ви Ва Xo о виа SS 9.9023 
Е ме а ан үс С С Е Е GL EDS Е 
at 
4 5 6 1 8 9 СЕТО АБ али 18 19 
1499 1.610 3.005 3.307 86 214 265 77 115 120 178 438 431 341 767 816) и 
AD. A.D. А.р. A.D. A.D. A.D. 
1838 1838 1838 1838 1838 1838 
,61 219 256 543 481 УДА 20 Bow m м МА лу Ер) 150 114 
21.08 208) 321 383 387. Ш 15 35  .., 30. 19 73 4 58 84 90 112 
(07195 2 23. 39 47 pee d 5 ее е 1 1 9 у 3 1 16 
1 a6 325 20 731 395 18 18 25 6 20 $ 20° 62654644100 87 
4 3 39 Gt uL cx: Жы ats зә 1 5 11 1 5 11 
ЗОЖ 101 87 23 2 4nd РА" +з АИ оо О 14 
95 85 184 166 1 2 2 1 4 ОШ v». ap. D 28 
A —56- 4l v 3 4 2 4 2 2 9 9 TG 15 
26 19 50 45 5 3 3 1 1 5 6 8 11 9 12 
40 2 7 1 fi ( 


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Lodeeka 9 16 19 236 yes}. ecd vue 1 Ss 2 2 3 2 2 4 
Gowreedur 5 9 9 BREIS ЗЕ 3 2 1 2 As 1 4 
Shahpoor 3 12 13 18 22 bres Gu A A ans се“ is 
Rajpura 30 38 29: 59 50 c 2 3 7 2 3 7 
Мерпее 6 13 12 30 22 1 1 on 5 6 8 6 7 9 
Bhadwa 18 6 4 11 8 1 "e 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 
Satodur Waoree 38 79 52 136 82 5 3 4 13 15 12 24 26 23 
Mooleeladeree 63 38 61 Tie 131 1 1 4 13 12 14 14 13 20 
Gutka 4 5 11 16 22 ad eb бра 1 2 4 1 2 4 
Kotharia 3 4 3 6 5 coh ^ а 1 1 3 1 2 3 
Pal 5 8 9 13 12 >. v 1 1 2 2 1 2 3 
Seesang Chandlee 37 5T 21 100 64 с 1 "xe 10 10 14 13 16 16 
Kotra Nayajee 24 31 27 54 44 1 1 1 1 4 9 2 5 11 
Veerwa 2 2 2 4 2 E 0 e Fon гой eee Bro a 1. Goo 
Muwa 2 3 у 8 5 ar (E E 1 1 1 cc 1 1 1 
Kankseealee 4 5 6 9 9 1 1 1 M 1 1 2 2 2 2 
Wudalee 8 9 5 17 8 3 P: cup fee 1 1 1 cos 1 1 1 2 
Wankaneer Not Not 6 Not 12 Not Not 2 Not Not 3 Not Not 4 Not Not 9 

shown shown shown shown shown shown shown shown shown shown shown 
Adhoee Purguna 
under Morvee Ditto Ditto 67 Ditto 115 Ditto Ditto 1 Ditto Ditto ... Ditto Ditto 6 Ditto Ditto T 
140 288 388 105 205 186 358 695 796 603 1,188 1,370 


Total 


1,422 2,921 2,923 5,804 5,760 


HO op Е 


oportions of the SE at diflerent Ages, 
Mules te 


= У a 5 7 ES A . Proportion of 
ic. z A e = Y 2 «w Males to Fe- 
= E. З) E = © Е Е males of those 
EZ EJ E] Е) ЕЈ Е E] EJ deceased 
we u ~ m ~ “ н ы in 1840. 
5 o о o о о о о 
= Е к: Е Е 
= 5) 2 5) Б 5 5 =) 
< 6 1 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
2401 101 101 101 101 1501 1401 1101 1401 1401 Not received 
dto. 1401 tol но 101 1401 1101 1101 1101 161 47 to 1 
2401 2tol 2401 1401 1401 1101 1601 lito! 1101 2tol 6} to 1 
1101 1101 101 1601 1401 101 1102 1103 1105 Oto3 2101 
кој 1601 101 јео 101 tof 11 tol 1517 1011 3101 
Тю Viol ЈОН Еол Тост tot 401 301 1101 1 to 14 
1 25401 2101 2101 2401 2401 1401 2401 2tol 13001 101 0 to 3 
НИЦИ to | 1 2102 ној Мој 1ю1 101 itoi 1401 itol 11015 1106 2101 
| NA „юй, «1 101 10! 1001 itol 1to2 1to1 1104 itol 1601 0101 101 
pe i мо | Й l1tol Юй ОЛ о Ito 1000) 103 1103 1105 1405 34 to 1 
I jon 7787 ве 201 tof 2tol 1001 tol itol 1401 1101 1001 2001 Not received 
gov на $ í 3tol 101 2tol 2tol 2tol 1101 2101 101 N 
> 42 tok 
я ' eget 
yl 7 
г ==" / 


Rajkot, 23rd 


taken from the Census of 1840-41. 


October, 


1841. 


E 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Е Утена - eee er dins o eee 

13. Gowreedur 13401 4101 3101 2101. 21001 ТЕТО 14101. 1101 1юЕ 101 102 1100 102 101 
14. Shahpoor 1800 22100 13:00 9100 8100 8100 8000 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100 be x 
15. Rajpura ТООЛ 7to. 1 ^ 410 ООЗ Тал 300201 201. 1401: 1012 tol 1101 200 1 to 14 
16. Mengnee 4101 21001 44to] 11001 1101 1101 1101 19001 11601 11071 19001 2101 201 100 
17. Bhadwa 1101 21001 41401 1101 1101 1102 1102 0102, 0102 0102 v ^ Ж) 1 10 2 
18. Satodur Waoree 5101 3401 2101 ОТОТ ltol 101 101 . 1102. 1104 10242101 002 11 to 0 
19. Moleeladeree 5101 64tol 31ю1 1101 3101 3tol 24tol .2tol 1ю1 14101 1101 2101 2tol 3 to 0 
20. Gutka 8101 55601 2101 Зю 3101. 4tol 4101 401 31101. 2401 2tol 200. 71100 2 to 1 
21. Kotharia 6101 14001 1101 14014 1103 1103 1103 1103 1102 0102 0102 Otol a. p 
22. Pal 61101 4101 41101 2101 01 -1tol 1ю1 1101 1101 1102 1401 Otol Otol me 
23. Seesang Chandlee 6}tol 4tol 11ю1 1ю1 101 1101 fitol 1102 1102 1105 1:04 1100 Oto3 6 to 0 
24. Kotra Nayajee 10401 401 24ю1 101 10Ё -1ю01 1to1 ~ 1101 -l1to3 109 71106 101 | itol 1} to 1 
25. Veerwa 4100 2100 2tod re ect 5 Е yx. ЗА zee de zd ET сга 
26. Миља 8101 Stol Otol x ves es see Soe ки le s t fe 0 to 1 
27. Kankseealee 41101 Attol 6tol 1101] 1083 1103 . 1to3 1ю3 101] 1ю2 0100 Oto2. Otol Ў 
28. Wudalee ХОЛ АТОЛ -21to 1.201012 Оа СЕ S0tol - 0101 7101017 000 0100. 0100 00 te 
29. Wankaneer Not shown 14 to 1 ltolt fto2 Ito3t 16034 1:02: 1102+ 1:02 Oto3 Oto2 Otol ots 2 tol 
30. Adhoee Purguna 

under Morvee он 169075 Otol stoJllztol 6101 50 Stoll 5101 5101 ~3tol 900 6100 2 to 1 

Total 4101 4tol 21:01  1to1 1101 '1ю1 11015 ITtolt 1101 1101 1101 I1tol 11015 3 to 1 


16 


FOURTH. PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS 207 


crime. A 
. And when our wi 
r wives a 
re past four months’ pregnancy, as also 


оп occasio i 
occasions of birth and betrothment and marriages, and when our 
or deaths and births occur in their 


this applies to our relations. The 
ns received) are correct; there are 


Ена aré grown up and die, 
ilies, the same shall be reported : 


Retu 
r SAT 
TN e: we have given in (no Retur 
ew 
er nor more of our number: we neither know nor have heard 


of an А ^ 

Е are people in our village or in the Adhoee district who kill their 

РОЯ n any new people take up their abode in our village, we will 
same known. We hereby pledge our faith and oath not to 


depart А 

Е раа пош this engagement, and imprecate on our heads the sin of 

869 (implying the crimes that were committed in that year 
Ives to the punishment that 


f 

c aes of want) and expose Ourse 

HUE may think fit to inflict. We, one and all, hereby hold 

таша Жору to the same. Signed with the mark of the above- 

Mehta M zi and by five witnesses including the Sun and the writer 
ukunjee Mulukchund. 


E (see overleaf). 

$ : 

ее of the Petition from JHAREJA WAGJEE of Карима, 

TANI JEE and PHULJEE of Lodheka, WUNAJEE of Bhadwa, SUT- 

Tus a of Parasun, JETHEJEE of Pal and MUDAR SING of 
mba; dated Sumvut 1898, Азоо vud 7th (corresponding to 26th 


October, 1842). 


the We, the undersigned, peti 
TM continuance of Infanticide, 
ТЫ without any daughters in t 
p. К Government has directed a fine 
this s. 1,000. We beg to repr | 
in aes In the year 1891 the premature birth © 
in IS brother Bhawabhaee's family, who died instantly. 
Ld into this matter, d on it to the Government 1D 
“Hap ae on which а fine wa Rs, 50 not having reported 
aa occurrence. Afterwards, in his Bhyad village of Purwulla, а daughter 
ie Rom to Jhareja Moo 
m ic she was attacked with small-poX 
а e to the Political Agent, and Jemadar 
ее the girl, who lived four OT five months an ; 
event was also reported. A. daug ја, пика о 
in Sumvut 1892, who died in Sumvut ' 
a visit to her parent Wala Ujoobhaee's house at Tullajee. 
ee acs of this event, 2 repo 
нот to Jhareja Huthejee in 
С disease when four months old, 8 Jur 
aptain Lang, who sent the Rajpura Zuptida . Roo игјее Мип- 
і . the infant dying 


deeram, to see the child, who accordingly did 
was sent to inform the Mehta of it. In 
born in the Shahpoor 


ae day after his visit, а man 

e above manner have 1007 daughters been 

family, and have died; and since then two daughters have been born 
| о and their births inserted in 


in that Talooka in 1842, W 
the Register : and as to there ny boys and few girls, this is 


tion that, in consequence of doubts of 
the existence of eleven 
ka in the Census for 
Jhareja Kullajee 
ot committed 


esent, however; 
f a female occurred 


A daughter 


who was attacked with 
f was made to 


1 2 ы 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 п 12 13 14 15 
13. Gowreedur < 13tol 43101 Зо 2101 2tol l1itol ЦЮ! Вю!  1tol 1102 1100 1102 1 to 1 
14. Shahpear ~ 18to0 22100 13ю0 9100 8100 800 8000 4ю0 4100 4100 4100 an a 
15. Rajpura ~ 1901 7ю1 4to1 2tal 3tol 3tol 2101. 2tol 11001 1tol 1101 2000 1 to 1$ 
16. Mengneié 41tol 24101 44to1 1401 1tol 1101 1001 13001 1401 15101 2101 1 to 0 
17. Bhadwa 51101 24101 41ю1 1101 1101 1002 1102 0102, 0102 ES to 1to2 
18. Satodur Waoree 5001 3tol 21001 101 1101 1101 1101 1001 1102 1102: 21101 11 to 0 
19. Moleeladeree Stol 6101 31601 101 3101 3tol 21tol 2101 110] 1101 2tol 3 to 0 
20. Gutka 8101 51101 2101 3101 3101 4101 4tol 4101 3}tol 2101 2100 1100 2101 
21. Kotharia 6101 01 1:01 10146 1003 1003 1103 1003 1102 0102 Otol 96 Ке 
22. Pal 61101 4tol 41101 2tol litol 1101 1401 1101 1401 101 Otol 
23. Seesang Chandlee 61:01 4001 14401 1ю1 1101 1401 101 1002 1102 1104 100 
24. Коіта Мауајее 1001 401 21101 tol 1101 -itol 1001 101 1003 1406 1001 
25. Veerwa 400 2100 2100 t se E Е E 2А 
26. Мижа 8101 Stol Otol E a one E m о. 
27. Kankseealee 41101 4401 6tol tol 1001: 1to3 1003 Ito 3 1101 0102 
28. Wudalee 17:01 4101 2:101 Otol Otol Otol Otol Otol Otol 0to0 
29. Wankaneer Notshown 14 (0 1 1011 1002 1034 1003: 11023 11023 1102 0101 
30. Адћосе Purguna 

under Могуее Ditto 1601 9101 8001 7001 6101 5101 Stol 5401 Stol 301 9100 600 201 

101 itol 14015 1tol} 1401 1ю1 1101 1001 11014 3101 


Total 4101 4001 2}tol 1101 
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rd Eu pag ош wives are past four months’ pregnancy, as also 
n occasions o birth and betrothment and marriages, and when our 
children aré grown up and die, or deaths and births occur in their 
families, the same shall be reported : this applies to our relations. The 
Returns that we have given in (no Returns received) are correct; there are 
neither fewer nor more of our number: we neither know nor Te heard 
of any other people in our village or in the Adhoee district who kill their 
children. If any new people take up their abode in our village, we will 
make the same known. We hereby pledge our faith and oath not to 
depart from this engagement, and imprecate on our heads the sin of 
Sumvut 1869 (implying the ‘crimes that were committed in that year 
from pressure of want) and expose ourselves to the punishment that 
Government may think fit to inflict. We, one and all, hereby hold 
ourselves amenable to the same. Signed with the mark of the above- 
mamed parties and by five witnesses including the Sun and the writer 
Mehta Mukunjee Mulukchund. 


14. (see overleaf). 
15. Translation of the Petition from JHAREJA WAGIJEE of Rajpurra, 
f Bhadwa, SUT- 


JUSSAJEE and PHULJEE of Lodheka, WUNAJEE о 
TANJEE of Parasun, JETHEJEE of Рај, and MUDAR SING of 
Trumba; dated Sumyut 1898, Asoo Vud 7th (corresponding to 26th 


October, 1842). 

We, the undersigned, petition that, in consequence of doubts of 
the continuance of Infanticide, created from the existence of eleven 
sons without any daughters in the Shahpoor Talooka in the Census for 
1840, Government has directed a fine to be inflicted on Jhareja Kullajee 
of Rs. 1,000. We beg to represent, however, that he has not committed 
this crime. In the year 1891 the premature birth of a female occurred 
in his brother Bhawabhaee's family, who died instantly. Captain Lang 
inquired into this matter, and reported on it to the Government in 
Bombay, on which a fine was imposed of Rs. 50 not having reported 
the occurrence. Afterwards, in his Bhyad village of Purwulla, а daughter 
was born to Jhareja Mooloojee in Sumvut 1892, who lived for two 
years; she was attacked with small-pox, on which a report Was duly 


made to the Political Agent and Jemadar Soobhan Sing was sent to 
see the girl, who lived four or five months and afterwards died, which 
event was also reported. A daughter was born to Jhareja Tukkutsing 
in Sumvut 1892, who died in Sumvut 1894, when with her mother on 
а visit to her parent Wal 


a Ujoobhaee's house at Tullajee. On receiving 
information of this event, à report was made to the censor. A daughter 
was born to Jhareja Hut 


hejee in Sumvut 1894, who was attacked with 
a disease when four months old, ап 


4 а report thereof was made to 
Captain Lang, who sent the Rajpura Zuptidar Mehta. Roodurjee Nun- 
deeram, to see the 


child, who accordingly did 50: the infant dying 
the day after his visit, а man was sent to inform the. Mehta of it. In 
the above manner have four daughters been born in the Shahpoor 
family, and have died: i then two daughters have been! Born 
in that Talooka in 1842, and their births inserted in 
the Register: and as 10 there being many boys and few girls, this is 


14. Statement showing the Number, Names, 


Names of Jharejas. 
Villages. 
No. Names Age No. 
Married. 
SHAHPOOR 1 
1 Kullajee 36 2 
3 
4 
2 Bhawajee 33 5 
ls 
3 Ugojee 47 7 
4 Hutheejee 23 8 
5  Tukhutsing 37 9 
6 Mooloojee 54 10 
PURWULOO qi Mansingee 25 11 
8 Dugooje 32 a 
Unmarried. 
9  Dajee т.а 
10 . Bheemjee 23 55 
м Samutsing 17 ... 


Age &c. of the Jharejas and their Children in 
Rajkot, 28th November, 1942. 


the Shahpoor Talooka, 


Daughters. 
Living Deceased. 
Sons Living. Year 
when 
Names Age No. Names Age born No. Names 
Amursing ОЕ Ar. E E ca 
Rasungjee 4 : E s Cen vds 
Runmuljee S RP ELE о К. сте A 
Ubhesingjee 13 The name was 
Gorjee О са o 55 1 not given 
Jalum Sing 15 
Madhaosing RE 53: 5 Мопе 
Halojee Cleo op =. 22 2 The name was 
not given 
Hureesing 43 1 Jeejeeba 1/3 S.1898 3 Ujooba 
Jeetheejee Он, Мопе ite 7 4 Hureeba 
Dewajee 3 2 Name not 1/3 Vos .. None 
yet given 
None Тар CFTE БЕ any at vee «ә 
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те is no remedy for this. But hence- 
nd in our own Talookas, duly comply 
ements of Government on this 
d we hold ourselves respon- 
be desired by Government. 


a matter that depends on God, the 
forward we will, all of us, in his а 
p and cause to be obeyed, the arrang 
ubject. No deviation shall take place, an 


wee for the same to any extent that may 
згр оте entreat the Sahib to send our petition to Government. 
ar Э otwithstanding what we have stated, suspicion of guilt continue, 
anes H that such may be forgiven, if not removed, and that the fine 
16 ed on Jhareja Kullajee may be remitted. 
. Translation of the letter from the MOORVEE CHIEF to Captain 
JACOB, dated Ashad Shoodh 3rd, Sumvut 1898 (7th October, 1842). 


dated Shrawun Vud 10th, has been re- 
on examining the tables of Adhoee 

males and only 7 females are 
је life in that district is seldom 
and which, on being report- 


Na Пе Saheb’s letter, 
Thar 1, in which it is stated that, 
in eja population, the names of 115 
serted, by which it appears that fema 


MNA matter of deep dissatisfaction, 
to Government, а reply had been received, directing effectual 


mura nements for the prevention of the crime of. child-slaughter, and, 
үне, that the Honourable the Governor in Council would hold the 
ind of the district responsible for the same. Consequently, that I 
ie to make these arrangements, taking care that no one henceforth 

viated from them. In reply it is thus. The Government had not 
formerly directed me to enforce these arrangements in Adhoee, but in 
Mr. Erskine’s time I received instructions. [0 make arrangements. It is 


my desire to comply with all the injunctions of Government; besides, 
he path of religion, and I am not inattentive 


1 will not deviate from t 

© the subject as regards Adhoee. The disparity between males an 

females arises from the arrangements for preservation of females having 
] have, however, again 


d in the district. 
dhoce Manager. and you тау rely on my 
o inattention to the subject on my part. 


e DHEROL CHIEF, dated 31st 


ЕУ lately been establishe 
үсеп strongly to the А! 
17 ing care that there shall be n 
. Translation of the letter from th 
July, 1842, to Captain JACOB. 


r of the 14th July 
district are understood t 


has been received, stating that 
о destroy their daughters 


The Saheb’s lette 
do previous 


үе д tribes of ту 

EM manner that the Jharejas were 
at mE for their preservation, == 

и shall be Ор 

Ces, Qu. 
^ Tei fe er fom the MOORVEE CHIEF to Cap 
COB, date October, 1 

тада 1 Saheb's x dated oodh 11th (ish September 

не Йаз received) Ноа the Soomra people © B is 

озы чао to destroy their daughters in the manner сосен 
ог used to do of old, and calling on me to 1 n 
n the prevention of this crime: reporting particulars t т PS 

Teceipt of this letter T despatched а Mehta into the dt ү 


tain 


FI—14 
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i t believe 
directions to make inquiry and enter into precautions. I 29 ре = 
that there are many of the Soomra tribe in my coun! ae NR. 
the Mehta’s report shall have been received, I will wri 
transmit a census of the Soomras. 

i i ads as follows: T 
АР а ON ER 5 POLITICAL DEPARTMEN 
СЕНЕ to the Board of Education. 


А uncil 
SIR,—I am directed by the Honourable the Governor REI 5 
Ето рага. 24 ој a letter from Mr. to чыын ks ae note 
Chief Secy. Reid to the Acting Political of the doc A {ОДО 
Agent т Kattywar, dated the 12th August, in the marg x submit- 
No. 2127 of 1842. purpose of bei Me Edu- 
Extract para. 8 of a letter from the ted to the и request 
Acting Political Agent, dated the 28th cation, and will 
November, No. 238 of 1842. that the а {= 
pleased to favour Government with their opinion in a whether 
best means of attaining the object therein alluded to, Snare prize, 
they consider that the offer of the sum of Rs. 300 for a t induce- 
and Rs. 200 for a second prize essay, would be a sufficien! 


F he Bom- 
ment to enlist talented competitors amongst the scholars of t ainst 
bay Native Education Societ 


E ag 
y, in the composition of an essay 
the practice of Infanticide. 


&с. 
I have the honour to e 
J. P. WILLOUGHBY, 


ent. 
Chief Secretary to Өзу 
20. The reply made by Mr. REID to Mr. WILLOUGHBY is 25 
below : 


To L. R. REID, Esq., 
Secretary to Government, Political Department. 


Bombay Castle, 17th May 1843. 


SIR,—I am directed by the Board o 
receipt of Mr. Secretary Willoughby's 
l7th ultimo, with accompaniment, and. 
in the opinion of the Board. 
of Infanticide should be со 
companied with a Guzerati 

2. In the event of 
to the Infanticide Fund, 
Agent in Kattywar, 
November last, thi 


f Education to acknowledE^ 

letter No. 1075, dated 

‚ in reply, to acquaint you Oe 

» the proposed essay against the pres 

mposed in the English language, and 

hee translation. ged 

the sum allotted for the prize being ud 
а5 recommended Бу the Acting Poli 

; in paragraph 8 of his letter Мо. 238, dated 


b 
е Board are of opinion that competition QE 
Open to the public (as affording the greatest likelihood of o! 


000. 

а good essay), and that the sum fixed for the prize should be Rs: os 

3. Should, however, the prize be charged to the Pe oe 
it appears to the Board that in this case competition should P обв, 
fined to the scholars of the Elphinstone Native Education s id 
35 suggested in the letter under reply; but that Rs. 500 sl A 
fixed as а prize for the best essay, and Rs. 300 for the FELD 

^. 'The Board are further of opinion that it should be um 
made known to the Competitors in either case, that the prize 
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not be awarded unless the best essa i 

оре y was considered worth: 

distinction by the Examiners. dec 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

Board of Education, Bombay, C. MOREHEAD ES 

16th June, 1843. Secretary. 

21. The notification drafted by Mr. REID runs as follows : 


NOTIFICATION 


Prize Essays against the Practice of Infanticide. 

The Honourable the Governor in Council has been pleased to 
authorise the award of two prizes for essays against the practice of 
Female Infanticide, viz. a prize of Rs. 600 for the best, and Rs. 400 
for the second essay, subject to the following conditions :— 

1. The prizes to be open to general competition among the Native 
students of any of the public or private educational establishments of 
this Presidency. 

2. The essays to be composed in the English language, and ас- 


companied with а Guzerathee translation; to be transmitted to the 
Office of the Secretary to Government before the Ist March, 1844. 
ffixed, and the essay must 


3. To each essay a motto must be a 
be accompanied with a sealed note bearing on the outside the same 
motto as that affixed to the essay, and, within the author’s name. 


4, The essays will be submitted by Government for the report 
The sealed notes which 


of a committee selected for the purpose. 
‘accompany the successful essays will alone be opened, and these essays 
will become the property of Government; the others will be returned 
unopened with their respective essays to the authors. 

5. It is to be distinctly understood that the prizes will not be 
awarded unless the best and second essays be considered worthy of 
Such distinction by the examining committee; and; in such case, all 


the sealed packets and essays will be returned. 
С. MOREHEAD, 


Bombay, 12th September 1843. 
Secretary to the Board of Education. 
22. The documentary evidences mentioned are the followings : 
(а) E. H. TOWNSEND, Esq. Secy. to the Govt. in the Revenue 
The Reverend С. PIGOTT, Secy. to АИ 
е Воаг 


Department; к 
Education Society; С. MOREHEAD Esq. Secretary 10 


of Education. 
ou that the Honourable the 


ua Committee, 10 report 
t Notification dated the 
Official Gazettee of the 
one ог more of the ac- 


SENTLEMEN,—1 am directed to inform У 
"Governor in Council is pleased to appoint yo 
Whether, under the terms of the Governmen 
12th September last published in the Bombay 


14th of f opinion that 
that month you are © р | AE 
companying УОЙ? Rak against the practice of Female Infanticide are 


deseryi ds offered in the above Notification. 
ing of the rewards so will be please iro Sate SO 


I am alo desired (0 1008 that f the essays, obtaining 
Pinion i И е version Of бе cnm 
“ле aig, = pose: Es the Secretary © Government in the Persian 
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to aid the 

Department, and whether any of these ун аге в 

i icide, i inted ап . 
suppression of Female Infanticide, if i y а be, de 

i J. P. WILLOUGHBY, 
Bombay Castle, 13th April 1844. Chief, Secretary? to Govern 
ment. 
(b To Г.Р. WILLOUGHBY, Esq., Chief Secretary to Govern 


é г letter 

SIR, — We have the honour to acknowledge ad E о 
of 13th April, appointing us a committee to report Eo translations): 
four English essays (three of which were accompanied wil tember, 1843» 
with reference to the Government notification of 14th Бер enable US 
and authorising us to refer to the Persian Department, lationis. THe 
at the same time to report upon the merits of the transla mbe was 
reference was made on the 2nd May, and the reply of Mr. Esco! 

ived on the 19th instant. ? ose 
НА 2. We are unanimous in assigning the first place to the essay Ta 
motto is taken from the Pudma Puran, “He who loves sin and E extent 
Infanticide", etc. But some difference of opinion exists in Es на 
of our approval, Dr. Morehead and Mr. Townsend саана while 
well-written, spirited production, worthy of the highest Я to 
the Rev. С. Pigott does not think it, as it now stands, са A opinion 
produce the impression desired by Government, though he 15 at effect- 
that it contains the elements of a paper calculated to have t 
We all, however, think that it might with benefit be abridged. 

3. General Kennedy’s opinion of the Guzerathee version © 
essay is, you will observe, generally favourable. 

4. The next essay in order of merit, though far behind the 11655 
is, we conceive, that having for its motto, “Virtue alone is hapP one 
below." d consider this production 


f this 


first 


pees, or half that of the 
Government. Considering, however, the unfavourable opinion of 
Guzerathee Translation of thi 


ontained in General Kennedy’s ! 
paragraph, they fee] hardly justi i 
reward to the writer, М 
the Oriental Translator’ 
are therefore unanimous, 
argued passages in this essay, ctions 
5. The two remaining essays are such very inferior produ 


/ d dis 
that we feel it (о be quite superfluous to enter into any laboure 
cussions of their defects : merits they have none. 


e, &С” 
We have the honour d 
Bombay, 22nd June, 1844. E. H. TOWNSE 
G. PIGOTT, 
C. MOREHEAD. | d 
(OD C MOREHEAD, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Bae te 
E. H. Townsend, Esq., Secy. SIR, — With reference 
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to Govt. in the Revenue De- 


partment. 

The Rev. С. Pigott, 5есу. 
to у the Bombay Education 
Society. 


C. Morehead, Esq, Secy- 


to the Board of Education. 


opinion and report of a commi 


in the margin. 


m 2. The report of the Committe 
7205 who loves sin and commits I 
sistant Teacher in the Elphinstone 


Infanticide shall be condemned 
to the hell called ‘Tamisra’. 


essay, the Governor in Council hi 


the first prize of Rs. 600. 


3. I am further desired to 


a of the Board of Education, 
overnment a draft notification, 


candidate, stating at the same 
Composed the Committee. 
im 4. The General Paymaster 
ove mentioned amount, whic 
Bhawoo Dajee. 
5. Neither of the 0 
Second prize offered by 
returned to their respective aul 


h you will be ple: 


ther essays hi 
Government, 
thors. 
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Government Notification of the 

14th September, 1843, 1 am 
directed by the Honourable the 
Governor in Council to inform 

you, that four essays against 

the practice of Female Infanti- 

cide were received by Govern- 

ment, and submitted for the 

ttee composed of the gentlemen named 
e being in favour of the essay written 
nfanticide” by Bhawoo Dajee, an Аз- 
Native Education Institution, with the 
motto noticed in the margin, 
and Government concurring in 

n with the Committee re- 
merits of that 
rd to the author 


opinio 
garding the 
as been pleased to awa 


request that you will, under the autho- 
be pleased to prepare and submit to 
f the successful 


the name O 


announcing 
he gentlemen who 


time the names of t 


nstructed to рау to you the 


has been i 
ased to make over to 


worthy of the 


ave been deemed 
ccordingly been 


and they have = 


the honour to be, &c. 


] have 
Bombay Castle, 20th November, 1844. J. Р. WILLOUGHBY, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 
(d) E. H. TOWNSEND, Esq» Secy. to Govt. in the Revenue Dept- 
The Rev. G. PIGOTT, Secretary to the Bombay os Society, 
C. MO AD, Esq. Secretary to the Board of Education. 
REN POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 
i k e ecei f your 
СЕ _ т am directed to acknowledge receipt о 
с ing reporting on four essays against the 


letter dated the 22nd June last 


e Honourable the 


Practi 
actice of Female Infanticide: nme 
© 2. In reply I am desired 10 inform. У ihat the first. prize 
ТПО in Council concurs with you in opinion the essay of 
al uld be awarded to Bhawoo Dajee, the Ми d commits Infanti- 
Gus Subject bearing the motto. «Не who Је es sin an 

shall be condemned to the Hel called “Tams ion, that this essay 
is ы: The Governor m Council f ue à gm. form. 1 am 
t altoget i plication № е ? 
herefore, к AE Sd ба you will have Е Оле соды 
i un sp ^e and condense it (this having been 


mun 
H i е, 
cation with the author, to 108% 
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done, the Essay, as revised, was published by Govt) so to render it 
more suitable for circulation in Kattywar, Kutch, and Guzerat, among 
the tribes in which the revolting crime of Infanticide prevails. 

4. The essay in question is herewith returned for the above purpose 
and I am desired to convey to you the thanks of Government for the 
care and attention you have already bestowed on this subject. 

І have the honour to be, 40» 
Bombay Castle, 20th November, 1844. J. P. WILLOUGHBY, 
Chief Secretary to Government- 


CHAPTER 7 


LAST PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS : 


FIFTH AND 
IDE MOVEMENT CONCLUDED : 1845-55 


ANTI-INFANTIC 


x-ratio amongst the newly-born 
tish coercive and sumptuary, 
measures against the age-old practice of female infanticide. The 
paramount success of these measures during the last 10 years 
was, indeed, a matter of deep gratification to the foreign rulers 
who left no stone unturned in realising the sole objective of 
their anti-infanticide campaigns in Gujarat within a reasonable 
period. Several official functionaries dedicated themselves in that 
distracted territory of Kattywar to eliminate the evil influence of 
the practice of child killing at birth. The Jharejas were exposed 
enormounsly to a life marked by vicissitudes and their very 
social cum mental setting was badly shaken to its root. To these 
people of a feudal society the European administrators did 
appear as some meddlesome intruders who were thought to have 
been unnecessarily exercising extreme power and authority against 
a simple domestic issue concerning the local Rajpoots. But to 
the Government of Bombay female infanticide was not only an 
atrocious crime but also a destructive system. In the very 
interest of welfare and prosperity of Kattywar as a whole 
immediate abolition of this inhuman custom constituted one of 
their many essential but immediate tasks. Military officials were 
asked to follow all eaceful settlements 10 


measures in achieving Р 
Kattywar and in i duty-bound to take 
profound and direct interest in all social anomalies and economic 
inequalities of the people who dminister 1n 
behalf of the East India Company. 
Suppression of Suttee was 
h Government's 


Restoration of balance in se 
Jhareja children highlighted Bri 


а bold act which 
е of admi- 
those 


indeed 
genuine purpos 


signified Britis | i 
nistration of evil customs of the Indians 

wonder then that they would take such 

of female 


bygone days. It was no ‘ 
determined stand against lent ро; ү 
infanticide as Was witnessed in Кафана. in 
Kattywar were never any Bolt event, rather re qué rr 
component of the Govt à (EP? CA was 

rbaro praci ce from every quarter 


esigned to root out the 53 us 
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5 SONS ttywar- 
assisted by Captain Jacob and his co-functionaries in Kattyw Й 
Willoughby’s е 


the fifth and 1 
movements, 


ts 
anti-infanticide RET 
he final victory over the atro WE 
and Soomras of Kattywar by the 
as, of course, essential Г d 
Suzerainty over the Peninsula 


in its closing phase to wrench t 
harejas, Jetwas 
This victory w: 
to ensure their 


епа of 1855. 
Britishers only 
Western India. 


Secretary to Bombay Government on 20 June, 1845 to Mr. g 
Malet. From this offici 


å es 
ents in this effect that the total Јћагеја b A 
i in 1843 to 6176 souls, Боа 
It further appears that the 4 d 
the year 1842 was 1454, REAT 
. being ап increase (during twi 4 
Townsend remarked, ‘the potent e 
g thus shown to be in a much gre iu 
males, is a highly satisfactory 2 of 
interesting to note that while in 1842 the Ace 

100 females was 3326, in 1843 the s 


months) of 105 females. 
the number of females bein 
Proportion than that of the 

US, it is 
males per 


І 
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ce ху id a ub не 
1 cial effect of pre- 
servation of more female children in the Jhareja families 
concerned. To analyse the demographic phenomenon in 
question it may be pointed out alternatively that while in 1842 
the females accounted for 23 per cent of total Jhareja popula- 
tion, т 1843 they happened to explain 24 per cent of the same 
population. Percentage-rise of female population was though 
little, it connoted, indeed, a significant turning-point in social life 
of the Jharejas. 

Secondly, among the Jetwas of Porebunder and Nowanugger 
the males amounted in all to 154 souls and there was no change 
in this number in 1843. Total females was 52 in 1842 and only 
one female was added to this total jn the next year. Sex-ratio 
(number of males per 100 females) turned out to be 296.1 in 
1842 and the same remained stationary with addition of only 
one famale to total population of 1842. 

Thirdly, the male Soomra population in Nowanugger, Moorve, 
and Dherol Talooks amounted at the end of 1842 to 360 souls 


and in 1843 to 364 souls, being a meagre increase of 4 males. 


On the otherhand, total number of females was 147 in 1842 
and 157 in 1843. Soomra sex-ratio was, thus, 244.9 in 1842 and 
231.8 in 1843. Betterment in sex-disparity was noticed within 
twelve months among the Soomras who were thought 
notorious for female infanticide. Their misdeeds were, 
of course, much later unearthed by British administrators with 
close operation with the official censor engaged by them in 
Kattywar. | 
The above demographic results confirm that the great dis- 
parity in sex-ratio amongst the infanticide-practising inhabitants of 
Gujarat still persisted to underline bad legacy of immediate ad 
Sex-parity amongst the newly-born Јћагеја children that was clear- 
ly demonstrated by Mr. Willoughby on the merit of Jacob s census 
data (1841) could yet to be registered for the Jhareja community 
tually, need for greater vigilance on and 
stricter scrutiny of secret commissions of infanticide was absolute 
to prevent at а time chances of fresh commissions and relapsed 
cases, Regular and accurate counting of every individual—old and 


mew from Jharej a, Jetwa, as imperative to test 


or Soomra society У" : 
efficacy of Government measures 50 far executed in Kattywar 
Talooks, On the о 


ther hand, proper use of Infanticide Fund 
Was equally important in this context 10 mitigate the social suffer- 


218 FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA 


ings of the indigent Jharejas and other Rajpoots. Мг. Malet 
submitted a report to show that total disbursements from the 
Infanticide Fund during 1843 on account of marriage donations 
and the maintenance of the Infanticide Establishment amounted. 
to Company's Rs. 3,657-1-3 and the balance of the Fund on 31st 
December, 1843 showed to Company’s Rs. 1,21,011-9-11. This 
means that Willoughby’s sumptuary measures were still in орега- 
tion, though coercive measures decreased in severity due E 
improved demographic condition amongst the infants, children an 
youngs of the Rajpoot society in question. Fresh cases of 
infanticide were no more reported in official records since Мг. 
Erskine and Capt. Jacob, ' 
Again, Мг. Г. Р. Willoughby showed his unfailing interest Е 
the problem of Infanticide while analysing salient features B 
Malet's census-returns submitted together with his annual do 
for 1844. Malet's annual report originated оп 10 August 184 
and the same offered many interesting data to reveal the changin A 
demographic set-up among the people like Jharejas, Jetwas алб 
Soomras, As Chief Secretary to the Government, Willoughby TM 
Out with his brilliant Observations on the contemporary situation M 


Kattywar in his letter of 19 January, 1846 to Mr. Malet. At 
the Very Outset he furnished а Comparative statement to PIT 
point the trend of growth of Јћагеј 


heir population Strength. The following, x 
Population-figures in question for the spec! 


and 1844. From these figures it is evide? 
"m 
(males pe 
1100 
Caste males f sexa ) 
emal i males 
people es ratio fe 


1842 1843 1844 1842 1843 1844 гадз 1843 1844 


1. Jhareja 6129 6176 6430 1841 1959 2175 332.9 315.7 2955 
2. Jetwa 159041551: 154/7159: 0-53. E 000887 20 
3. Soomra 35] 364 372 141 157 164 248.9 231.8 226. 


that in each instance the increase т the number ој females. 
especially among те Jharejas, had during the years in question 
been compar. atively greater than the males. Sex-disparities were 
notieably declining and the phenomenon was particularly sharp іп 


LAST PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS ION 


the case of the Jharejas who were continguingly been subjected 
to strongest most surveillances and interferences since the time of 
Col, Alexander Walker. 

In the background of the above situation it would be 
extremely interesting to read the proportion of males to females 
of 10 years of age to 1 year and under, amongst the said three 
infanticide-practising Rajpoot groups. These data testify to the 

since the same referred to 


real bases of profound achievements, 
that particular segment of Rajpoot female population which was 


preserved in recent years to null the destructive effect of the- 
custom of infanticide. The following is the account of the 


population in question. 
age of population (under) 


Caste sex 
7 yrs. 6 yrs. 


1. Jhareja male 1711 
1207 1179 1188 1029 887 


female 
2. Jetwa male 25 22 25 15 18 
female 0 0 25 25 16 
3. Soomra male 102 107 99 90 77 
{етае 67 82 58 70 60 
yrs. 2 yrs. 1 yr. all ages 


1. male 
451 232 8425 


female 
2. male 10 5 12 3 2 137 
female 15 0 14 6 2 103 
3. male qu) cu nias ne ys 674 
female 50 41 37 22 6 493 
тез that the number of 
О у) Ше КЕШЕ under age-levels 10 


r 100 Jhareja f 

| 8 and mme the Jetwas an Ѕоотгав the same 

ely. Balance in sex-disparity was 

+ among at least Jharejas rising 
and Soomras were 


Jhareja males р 
to 1 year was 117. 
was 133.0 and 1367 respectiv 
expressedly becoming imminen 
та © t 

Population in КАНУН ue o о am much needed sex- 

ing not much behind the Jharejas ding the newly: 
Parity in their individual putaion вые interesting 
merging generation of the Share] ой comparative study 


features would be clear from the unde 
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of demographic figures pertaining to Jhareja children having ages 
10 years to 1 year and under. 


Popula- 
Source of data Ref. tion age of population (under) 


year (Jhareja) 10yrs. 9 yrs, 8 yrs. 7 yrs- 


l. Willoughby 1834 male 1059 1 341000396508 76 
female 33 30 34 43 


OM rine 1837 male ^ 108 35 97 85 
female 22 12 28 32 
3. Jacob 1841 male 232 150 225 201 
ало ee ВСЕ 
4. Malet 1844 male 1711 1532 1313 1167 
female 1207 1179 1188 1029 
зех б yrs. 5 yrs. 4 yrs, 3 yrs. 2yrs. 1 yr. all ages 
1. male 93 89 118 108 103 130 979 
female ОБОЗ d e rM p 
2. male 105 93 195 125 102 123 968 
female MD S M led ia» „Ду 064 
3. male 176 165 143 140 12 96 1650 
female 56 70 116 11 95 128 826 


of course, in due time causes for such difference as саму 9? 
30th Tune, 1837. Tt would be found thy number of Jhareja males 
100 females was 367 in 1837 while the same decreased very 
Significantly to 200 in 1841. Further decline was registered 1n 
1844 when per 100 Jhareja females there were only 118 males. 
These demographic developments amongst the emerging new 
Jhareja generation were, indeed, outstanding to certify relevant 


Official actions against child-killing custom of the Rajpoot group 


under reference. Similar sequence of population growth for the 
Jetwas апа Soomr: 


as cannot be attempted for absence of required 
data. These people came within the perview of official census- 
Scrutiny very recently and eventually the past history of their 
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population-composition remained in dark for ever. Nevertheless 
what could be established for the Jhareja Rajpoots was iso 
time enough to learn the improving social situation in Kattywar 
under British administration. 

Mr. Willoughgy with his rich experiences did not fail to 
notice 'extraordinary disproportion between the male and female 
Jhareja births during the last 10 years’ 
showed in 1844 in contrast to the census of 1834, 1837, and 1841. 


He wrote to Malet: ‘the result of your census leads to the very 


improbable inference, if the number of males and females shown 


under each age be correct, that the number of male and female 
births amongst the Jharejas in Kattywar have, for the last ten 
years, been annually decreasing from natural causes in the ratio 
of from ten to twenty percent. For instance, according to your 
census the number of males of ten years of age in 1844 was 
1711, while those of one year and under were only 274, being 
in the ratio of 64 to 1 in favour of the former, and this, too, 
notwithstanding the generally admitted fact, that, of all children 
born alive, at least one-third die before attaining the tenth year’. 
Eventually a careful examination of this ‘great and extraordinary 
disproportion’ was demanded by Willoughby to sense the actual 
state of affair among the Jharejas of Kattywar. 

From Malet’s another statement it is gathered that the maxi- 
mum age recorded then amongst the male Jharejas was 86, and 
of females 53 years; amongst the male Jetwas it was 79 and of 
females 37 years: and amongst the Soomra males it Was 72, and 
of females 37 years only. Malet submitted the latest account 
related to Infanticide Fund from which during the year of 18 
the total disbursements including marriage donations and the 


maintenance of the Infanticide Establishment amounted to Com- 
pany's Rupees $ than the expendi- 


2,047-12-4 or Rs. : 
eater nr ae! + December, 1843. 


which Malet’s census 


i 31st December, 1 than on 318 De 
S. 2 -3-4 more than , 7 
1,21,809 13-3, or 789 Malet's report Willoughby pointed 
ross was yet made 


In his observations ОП pt 
Pps ie iue и Ae udis ae accordingly he 
ee eee " i | їс" ol the same: ver- 

ig ot 0 sae Chiefs to contribute 
tywar- Contextually, 


wed saw 'no probability 
i eless, he desired to induce 11 т 

Owards the ‘diffusion ОЁ education № he Jharejas made по“ 
Ле was extremely please Dua 
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application during 1844 for any aid from the Infanticide Fund. 
That Willoughby himself should show interest in the ‘diffusion of 
education’ in Kattywar was теаПу remarkable in the background 
of his earlier stand on this issue. Among other superior officers 
he was singularly conservative to belittle once Mr. Erskine’s plan 
of ‘national education’ and again, Capt. Jacob’s idea of education- 
campaign against infanticide-custom in the last decade. Now he 


was found to have regretted for nil progress towards education. 
I 


implementation amongst the illiterate 
other inhabitants of Kathiawar. 


ex of age of population (under) 


Population 10 yrs. 9 yrs. в Уз. 7 yrs. 6 yrs, 5 yrs. 4 Y 
males 181 162 146 3 
132 ijo» 85 19 
(760) (670) (560) 0) 
0) (54.0) (60 0) G4 
И ее Ye 00) (29 167 
(P40) (530). (440). (460) (400) (ето) (460 
total 28 24 ~ 60 
44 205 200 3 
percent — (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) 
Sex Spyrs.. 2 yrs. lyr. all ages — sex-ratio 
males 217 231 274 1745 
(540) (510) (540) (560) 127.9 
females 186 220 232 1364 
(460) (490) (460) (440) 
total 403 — 451 506 . 3109 


percent (100) (100) (100). (100) 
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10 years to 1 year, as the same stood on Ist January, 1845 were 
recorded under each one of 30 Talooks of Kattywar. Above a 
summary of these proportions is given, while the detailed table 

is appended under no. 1 in reference-notes below. 
> From the above analysis it is clear that in 1845 sex- 
disbalance was persisting amongst Jhareja children falling 
d in every 100 female children 128 


under 10 years in ages an 
males dominated in the total population under reference. The 
female children falling under age 5 and above 4 years explained 
interestingly 57 percent of total. individuals included in the same 
age-category. This was the singular case of female excess over 
the male children. In all other age-levels the males were соп- 
sistingly in higher number. Nevertheless, it was definitely an 
appreciable event that in 1845 out of total 3109 Jhareja children 
under reference the females accounted for as good as 44 per cent 
cases, These demographic features may be better appreciated from 
a close perusal of the sex-figures given for individual Talook of 
Kattywar. Gradual accumulation of female children in Jhareja 
families was unambiguously evident from Malet’s latest census. 
Besides Jhareja figures Mr. Malet provided also with popula- 
tion figures for Jetwa and Soomra children attaining not more 
than 10 years in age. Summary of these figures is given below 


and the original tables are appended.” 
age of population (under) 


tribe sex of 


population 10 yrs. 9yrs. 8yrs. 7yrs. 
1. Jetwa males 3 4 4 3 
females 0 0 5 5 
2. Soomra males 8 9 13 
females 7 7 6 10 
sex 6 yrs. 5 yrs. 4yrs. 3yr5- 2yrs. 1YE all ages 
N T пи 32 
1. таје 3 1 4 4 2 30 
female 1 5 0 $0 PENIS 
5 s 95 


2. male MU. 
female io. 3 [ДН СС ш 
Е. с fayoural condition 


Of the two tribes Jetwat presented RA ong them for every 
ть ешр а near-balance in b o. ee 3. question (107 

emal i Jing within 8 
male dioe т Though the AMT 
Strength of the ies od omparatively lower ove’ y 
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Talooks of Poorbunder and Nowanugger, it appeared that E 
Jetwas were lately more conscious and considerate about DOR 
female infants. On the other hand, among the Soomras pie 
female children of given ages 119 males existed in 1845. f 
the sex-disparity was slightly more to announce the ill eec 
infanticide together with other natural causes for imma a 
deaths. The Soomras were more populous than the Jetwas ae 
they were found scattered over three important Таро ae 
Nowanugger, Moorvee and Dherol Surufdur, Among bot ad 
groups sex-ratio within young children falling under 10 Yan 
in age was distinctly in an improved state in comparison to t 
Observed for the Jhareja children of corresponding ages: Its 
Acknowledging Malet's demographic tables containing pp 
of the latest census in Kattywar, 1844, Mr. Willoughby noted E: 
dissatisfaction in his letter of 16 February, 1846, in pointing fais 
that ‘the amended returns were still defective for the improba? i 
fluctuations therein shown in the numbers of male and fem Ж 
children at different ages? Malet’s amended data have not Я 
included in this chapter, but the above fact is of importance 


n Я H Н 1 b 
note in understanding the limitation of Malet’s figures. Willoughby 
insisted obviously on ‘со 


and this exposes one n 


was not serious. 


. СИ 
‘improbable fluctuation 


ng demographic make-up of the people in each census year e. 
Some very essential aids both to the Government of Bombay E ] 
the Hon, Court of Directors at London in their assessment ^. 
administrative measures against evil deeds of child-killing. Ce” cts 
figures were viewed by them as some sure indicators of good as 
of their administration through Political Agent of Kattywar. 5 
deficiency and/or inaccuracy in this vital act of population-co! 

was to а very large extent liable to vitiate the very objective © 
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d anti-infanticide policy of Government. By this single measure 
Е роршаной ош ae achieved multiple advantages 
SEE lishing (a) direct and regular contacts with Jhareja 
Bw ies irrespective of their individual location in any village of 

y Talook, (b) positive vigilance and check on age-old pro- 
К кы for female infanticide, (с) more consolidated administra- 
(d) control over the feudal Talooks and their Lords, and 
M enormous scope for instituting general welfare and develop- 
Hid in a distracted country like Kattywar and Cutch of Western 
Mi a. Formerly, suppression of female infanticide at any cost 
к, the central task, but now the same became interwoven with 
a eral issues (social, political and economic) which were vital 

the foreign Administrators of the then Bombay Presidency. 
ES Under the circumstances, Lieutenant Colonel W. Lang's 

mmunication of 25 August, 1846 to Mr. A. Malet, officiating 
ae Secretary to Government of Bombay helps to throw fresh 
light on the contemporary situation in Kattywar. Referring to 
p returns’ of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra 
845 he noted that the increase in female с 
groups continued slowly but fixedly sinc 


the present system of the suppression 0 
and ш this context Jetwas and Soomras showed en 


Couraging increase in infant population of both sexes, 
but the Jharejas showed only an addition of 165 female 


children to 202 males. He did пор of course, miss 
in returns’. Lang’s observations were 


to ; 5 5 
admit ‘many inaccuracies 1 6 
ord his remarks Оп 


Many in the Government of Bombay. 


ноя of births 
= arejas appears. generally. to 
Veerpoor Khureree. and several of the smalle 
is not a single birth of either a male ог fema 
Year under review. The number of grown-up 
: = 
роо deeper ant ВА of these are married. 
г Khureree . .. is sixty Alt dave 


Tt is e 1 1 therefore: that a year § 
xi improbable, there ОУ 
ceedingly 1 E child having been born to any of these 


Passed without а sing 

+. in this Talooka - - - there must 
that actually take place. Т have sent for 
Talookas in which no births of either sex 


be some concealment of births 
the Chiefs of all the 


are registered during 


EL-—15 


226 FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA 


> е 

last year and shall endeavour to ascertain the true state of th 

В d 
С Incidentally he also informed that no accusation of ee а 
cide had been referred during the year under КҮК, m 
the Censor intimated officially that throughout his tour he ode 
no mention made of any one having been suspected Я а Е 
of female infanticide. Thus, it is amply clear that + isthe а 
practising Jharejas were now concealing not only the Eas 
females but also of males to take a clever guard against “ү SS 
of interpositions, This was definitely a crucial matter to T ghly 
and a complete black-out of the news of new births wa pel 
detrimental to the British actions against female infanticide. ihe 
moreover, it was sensational to learn that no body асы his 
Censor with any Suspicious cases of infanticide {гор hor- 
tour. Did it mean that the Jharejas as a group eschewed 1 ея 
rible practice for ever ? But the counts of new births amo E pirths 
revealed a glaring disparity in sexes. Concealment О ossible 
of both male and female children, tacit silence on Е 
Commissions of the crime and excess of male over facts 
children falling under age of 1 year showed contradictory d 
Which were really difficult to reconcile then in the backs! 
of the immediate past history of the Jharejas. 


= uired 
Lang informed that during past years only 3 Jharejas 1290", 
assistance from the 


ег 
Infanticide Fund, for the marriage © Дк 

daughters and the same was sanctioned. The balance in the the 
increased from Rs. 1,21,809-13-3 to Rs. 1,25,713-3-10, ents 
€xpenditure, including the Рау of the Infanticide Establish de 
and the reward of Rs. 600 paid for the essay against Infant 
custom, having amounted to only Rs, 2,205-9-0. rote 
The said essay was that of Shri Bhawoo Dajee who НБУ 
strongly against the evils of female infanticide and Mr. Vo 
desired that a revised and condensed copy of Dajee's me i 
should be circulated in Kattywar after translating the pa Lang 
"Guzerathee language. But his desire remained unexecute ‘pslated 
was also in favour of Willoughby's desire as the pe 
Version, he believed, would be read with great interest he pro* 
Jharejas and other Rajpoots in Kattywar. Accordingly. ral com 
posed that two prizes should again be offered for pa essays 
Petition throughout Bombay Presidency for the two be те to 06 
against the custom of Female Infanticide, The essays ve сев НУ 
composed in the Guzerathee language, and in a style su prize 
Simple and intelligible to the Rajpoot themselves. These 
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should be continued from time to time, as treatises on the subject, 
besides being circulated to the Rajpoots and others who could 
read throughout the Province, would be very useful as school 
books, 
An unfortunate news was added by Lang that it was still 


induce the Rajpoots of other tribes in giving 
e Jharejas, to insist beforehand 


the preservation of the female 
being to prevail upon all the 
о combine in the 


not possible ‘to 
their daughters in marriage to th 
on a stipulation being made for 
offspring, the difficulty, doubtless, 
Chiefs with whom the Jharejas intermarry, t 


introduction of a measure of the kind, or to pursuade one or two 
of the most influential of them to originate it, which can scarcely, 
all the others to join 


of course, be expected, unless they can get 
in the agreement’. The given proposal was useful, but execution 
of the same encompassed many socio-psychological impediments 
for which the Rajpoots in general were never to be blamed. 
They were not accustomed to enter such bindings in making 
matrimonial alliances and naturally much less enthusiasm would 
be shown by them to introduce such unprecedented practice in 
their society. For generations together the other Rajpoots of 
different clans were habituated in giving their daughters and 


ers in marriages with the Jharejas irrespective of cruel custom 
е of the latter. Their ancestors and seniors 


marriage agreements with the Jharejas 
namely female infanticide. 


sist 
of female infanticid 
never felt doing any pre 
to stop one of their domestic customs, 
Balance of societal relations between intermarrying families was 
never jeopardised to cause anxiety among them. Under the 
circumstances, it is clear why the other Rajpoots remained 
indifferent and if not, ignorant of the new proposal for pre. 
marriage agreement. Demand for soci nt of this kind 


al experiment О! а 
was, no doubt, 100 heavy for the tradition-oriented Rajpoot fami- 
Hes of Gujarat at on principle be 

ИЙ}, rinci 
ntinued to wilt tht us [n NN 


Meanwhile, Lang CO i t 
Wished to continue practice of giving ges pl fe uber 
Who had ‘in all appearance, if V^ mr. sounded the practice 
a female children they have prese 5 0 two Jharejas had 
Infanticide entirely. He reporte ee but one of them 


у, were 
€ daughters each, though terg тав were f und to possess 
el 


Atel i 9 TA 

y lo in, nin у : 

4 daughters pos " hundred ave TAAA gau 
QUghters alive and three hundred debug Ate m ae 
Gughters ed > b iate C у 

‘seach, In the imm 
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tion Lang recommended, therefore, rewards to those who had 
4 and more daughters alive, instead 3 and more. The latter 
condition was earlier declared eligible for receiving Govern- 
mens rewards by Mr. Willoughby in September, 1834 and he 
thought this arrangement was quite encouraging to the Jharejas 
Of that period when barbarous crime of female infanticide was 
rampant in their society. Now in 1846 over-all demographic situa- 
tion in Jhareja society had greatly been improved and the intensity 
ОЁ commissions of infanticide was decidedly low. Naturally, it was 
hightime that old British policy of administration should b 9 
amended to suit the changing social behaviours of the Jharejas 


and other infanticide-practising People of the area. Lang 


made, thus, a timely proposal to grant Rs. 300 as reward {0 
each Jhareja who might 


have preserved 4 and more daughters- 
5 pointed out that this rate was- recommended by М“ 
Willoughby long back and this would cause an expenditure E 
Upwards of Rs. 6,000 only out of the substantial Infanticide 
Fund. He said that if Government: desired ‘to confer some 
istinction on the Jharejas having 3 daughter 


a superior school at Rajko 


ї. 
letters had been written to 


one percent of his tribute? SU 

nugger, Jam addressed to 9' o 
П his footstep in the noble cause E 
native education. His Highness the Nawab of шн 
responded most Promptly and agreed to subscribe ‘at the d 
Of two percent? of his tribute. The Raja of Drangdra ШКЕМ: 
Speedily responded to the call. Mr. Malet sent later on many ©! 
culars to all the remaining Chiefs and Talookdars in the province 


to support the noble cause of education in Kattywar. Many © 
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them agreed to pay at the rate of one percent 
tribute, the most glaring exception was the Thakoor of 
Bhownugger. Lang stated, ‘it will be observed ...that the sum 
already subscribed is Rs. 4,398-13-1 per annum’ and if all the 
other Chiefs and Talookdars would agree to the same arrange- 
ment the amount would swell ‘between nine and ten thousand 


Company’s rupees.’ It was suggested that Government should 
ask for two percent $ the Gaekwar through 


from His Highnes 
the Resident at Baroda for the improvement of the system of 
education throughout the province and that, if successful, *would 
at once swell the funds available for this purpose to upwards 
of Rs. 30,000 a year.’ 

Lang continued to remark, *with so gratifying а prospect 
before us, as far as the are concerned, it is desirable 
that no time should be lost ncing the erection of a 
and handsome school 
lan to establish such institution was requested from 


Board and at the sametime Government should 
ect ‘fittest man’ for the post of head Guzerathee 
her fully qualified Guzerathee teachers for other 


«With such ample funds; noted Lang, ‘the esta- 
English school, under a thoroughly qualified 


European master, may probably be eventually contemplated 
Lang was primarily interested to see the 


50 ОБУ: it и 1000 vernacular education’ 
Е Т pole У f Ру Rajkot with 
1 говабош the province, and the head school at М RE 
ranch schools at the ‘05 ar А si 

ое, All these mea шо 
кы desirous of securing г ] 
dunacular education’. Lang noble idea was 
ti ese branch schools would afterwards b 
ton to the head school at Rajkot: Tegs 
Writings that all these branch schools ол 5 
© entire control of the Headmaster at RA 
of his duty 10 Vee 


funds required 
in comme: 


capacious 
appropriate p 
the Honorable 
procede to sel 
master and ot 
departments. 

blishment of a good 


t central р 
sures were 
for their 


"s 


еас 


о: : 

s an important part ject fr 

requently as possible, and (0 86 i ir parents 
Youths for Ael pos truction at Rajkot, PF vided their P 

er instr i greater encouragement 

те imited number 


p jp to send them the 
of s ich it might hereafter be m 
ch Cholarships to the Ка) den ducation in 
2100], in the present low sta eau ts 
might be induced to attend it’ for a time to 20 


lot a 

regards an English 
Kattywar, many 
га smattering 


on their respective - 


house at Rajkot.’ An 


* 
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of English.’ Lang was found to be extraordinarily wa 
promote the immediate need of Spreading vernacular edu 
in Kattywar. M 
Pide elaborate scheme relating to spread of p. 
was commendable with particular reference to Шиега md 
orthodox condition of the feudal society which was then ae ut 
to the breeding of evil practice of female infanticide in p ~ 1 of 
His idea of a net work of primary schools under the соп! pe 
а central schoolat Rajkot registered his farsightedness in lun! a 
those measures which were thought to bring in the ae a 
tadical cure of the disease of infanticide, Lang surpasse пећ 
Erskine and Capt. Jacob in formulating such well-knit educa Es 
programme to ameliorate social disabilities of the Jharejas dio 
the other inhabitants of the area, but he was surely no e "a 
of any original education plan with long prospect. War 
predecessors tried to establish as а better administr 


- ial inclination for 
Measure against Jhareja's mental well as Social inclin: 
female infanticide, Lan 


Concrete plan suited 


Of course, was 


of 
basically concerned with the problem 
Thareja's infanticid 


© and its best and radical solution. In ae 
У not in a position to bother about a pane 
Rather they explored the we ing 
ation for the іпбапісійе-ргасиѕ те 
т and to sustain the nucleus of anti-infanticl¢ 


n 
a more organised educationa] system ! 
future, They had the ill-luck mot to receive full an 


encouraging Support from their Own Government and E. 
revolutionary ideas were caused to nip into bud. -vities 
the otherhand, Lang entered into anti-infanticide ud 
Under а more favourable condition when an elaborate schen 


: ling 
Of general education could be nourished without T 
enormously Concerned for the special problems of child-mu 
and its Originators. 


Government’s attitude was so long engaged 
critically by the Jharejas and now along with them Eray 
welfare of other Rajpoots of the province was becoming Шет 
а matter of top priority. Apparently Lang's elaborate sc’ Wit 
Of education for general public appeared to be some ie 
detatched from the immediate and urgent task of be 
“evil Custom ‘of Female Infanticide, bot truely speaking, licy 
Schéme was Profitably subservient to Government's poli 
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of administration of the infanticide-practising Rajpoot groups of 
rat. 


the nineteenth century in Guje 
Apart for his education-scheme Lang rendered an unique 
service in presenting a new kind of analytical presentation of the 


census-figures which were collected under his direct control and 
supervision amongst the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra populations 
of Kattywar, 1845. He submitted his demographic statements 
in such manner that the trend of population growth within 1844 
and 1845 among the three social groups in question was clearly 
discernible. He attempted to record population-fluctuations in 
each Talook and in doing so he arranged the data to record num- 
ber of persons (both males and females) under some distinct cate- 


gories, namely, (i) new births in 1845, (ii) new arrivals in 1845, 
(iii) number of deaths in 1845, (iv) number of emigrated persons 
during 1845. 


Taking due cognizance of these attributes he 
compared the resu n of Jharejas, Jetwas, and 
Soomras respectively wit 


Напі роријапо 
h their individual grand total that was 
obtained in previous 1844 census. ific style increase 
or decrease in population of each Taloo 


In this spec 
k could be examined to 
indicate the actual trend of population increase among the people 
under reference. Lang’s statements are, по doubt, of immense 
value in exposing demographic ups and downs which were 
engendered № multi le causes among the is uen у 
Kattywar, Lt, Со p wi tho fm инак , E 
puck systematic and scientific analysis (0 
зе of both census- i cep 
Wis honestly to be €* 
» ich were prone tO 
cach one these thre 
pov results of census-returns ог 
elow and as these statement? S he sume 


n 
mace! only to employ 2 careful pe^ | 
Mplications of the given quantitative data. 
to Lang was acknowledge 
In the Government in his comm 
this official document he enliste 
oe and statements owing © 4 
iis the very outset 8 summa Y 
Bares on census-figures maY Pie yaad бе 
108, -rati сеп С | 
Каик | i issue Of increase OT 


aj а 
Рргорпаје places to pinpoint the 15 


unication 
5 
returns 
ngs elaborate 

in the following 
reafter in 
decrease 


us 
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of male dominance over females among the Jharejas and 
others. 


Caste Males Females 
people 


45 
1842 1843 1844 1845 1842 1843 1844 18 


2334 
l. Jhareja 6129 6176 6430 6617 1341 1959 26 @ 
2. Тебуа 153 153 154 157 524 58 " 171 
3. Soomra 351 364 372 378 141 157 16 
ве УЧИ УТ 
Sex-ratio (males рег 100 females) 

1842 1843 1844 1845 
1. 332.9 315.7 295.6 283.5 
2. 2942 288.7 270.2 261.7 
3. 248.9 231.8 


226.8 2211 а 


m: М . of 
The above table makes it clear that the Persistent dominance 
males over females was notical 


га the 
€ saw an increase in ‘the number of females in Е. 
that among the Jharejas the prop? 


at the essay on Infanticide by. ӨШ 
їп а condensed form to Бе printe 

ion in Kattywar, He added, ‘the Governor 1? 
› therefore, disposed at present to do more, but the 
i a future period’, Thus, Lang's propo 
Paign against the custom of Female 
ul encouragement from his Government- 


But, Lang's proposal for amending the ceiling of rewards xe 
those who had preserved a multiple daughters was approved bY 
Government 


. Malet wrote that the Government was satisfied tO 
„Witness Rs, 439814, рег annum as subscription of the 
teis Of Kattywar towards the ‘establishment ‘of an 
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educational institution in the province. Contextually Lang 
was asked to speed up his effort to achieve a yearly 
revenue of above Rs. 9,000 for this desirable object. Lang 
was intimated that Mr. Andrew, officiating Resident at Baroda 
had already been instructed to communicate with His Highness 
the Gaekwar on the proposed education-project and induce him 
Чо pay one per cent on all his receipts from Kattywar towards 
support of the proposed institution. Reference had also mean- 
while been made to Board of Education ‘to ascertain what assist- 
ance it will be able to furnish in the way of books and of 
qualified teachers for a vernacular school’. Lastly, Lang was 
requested by Malet to keep subject of education distinct from 
Infanticide in his future writings. 

Relevant Government records show that Capt. Lang sub- 
mitted his Infanticide Report for Kattywar for 1846 on 30 
December, 1847 and the same became an important document 
to Mr. Willoughby in his assessment of the problem and the 
people associated with the problem for generations together within 
a traditional feudal setting. As the member of the Council of 
Bombay Government he reviewed the Infanticide Report of Lang 
to emphasise upon several salient points of interest in a Minute 
drawn on 24 March, 1848. Censuses of Jharejas, Jatwas, and 
Soomras for 1846, as given by Lang showed the following 
numerical strength of males and females among each Rajpoot 


‘group in question. 


Caste Males Females 
people 
1843 1844 1845 1846 1843 1844 1845 1846 
1. Jhareja 6176 6430 6617 6601 1959 2175 2334 Tz 
2. Jetwa 153 154 157 160 CONES CONNU 
3. Soomra 364 37» 378 382 157 164 171 199 
Sex-ratio (males Рег 100 females) 
1843 1844 1845 1846 
15085157 295.6 283.5 zu 
2. 2887 270.2 261.7 Л 
3. 2318 226.8 2211 | 


ysis in different style to note 
emales 10 males during five 
alysis shows the follow- 


bmitted an anal 
age of f 
His mode of ап 


Willoughly su 
the proportionate percent 


eat tom IMP If 


fesults:— 
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Year Jharejas Jetwas Soomras 

О, 
1842 3000 % 33.3/10% . m 
1843 317/169, 34315 % m 
1844 334/5 % 3700 % t m 
1845 35.3/10% 38.1/5 % EMIT 
1846 364/5 % 46415 % 52.1/10% 


ms ring 
It was remarked rightly that these results exhibited du 


: у Е le pro 
each year a ‘steady and Satisfactory increase in the female pIO 


5 а this- 
Portion’ among Jhareja, Jetwa, or Soomra population, ап 


ез 
Single fact registered the success of the Government WE 
adopted 'to root out evils of Infanticide’. Who else other 
Mr. Willoughby would 
Steady improvements i 
habituated for long wi 
Another interest 
Minute to learn the 
of the Jhareja, Jetwa 


numbers were аз follows :— 


number of families having 


ЖЕШ 

) daug 

Social ldaugh- 2daugh- 3daugh- 4daugh- 5 daugh- E 
group ter ters ters ters ters 

l. Jhareja 1172 397 113 27 2 о 

2. Jetwa 25 16 6 0 0 

3. Soomra 63 35 11 2 5 - 

4. АП groups: 1260 448 130 29 7 ; 


rd 

These figures immediately confirmed that in almost бн, 

ој тога! Јћатеја families in question more than one daughter fami- 

preserved whereas amongst the Jetwas or the Soomras бек Jess 

lies having more than one daughter alive constituted no the 
than 46 percent of the total families enumerated amongs 


А ‘ou 
Tespective group. This means that the latter two о rejas 
showed relatively more healthier disposition than the 
towards their female chil 


; o 
dren in defeating the harmful аас | 
their traditional custom of female infanticide, Psycho-socially 
Tetwas and Soomras were becoming relatively more balance 
function as responsible members of their society than 
Tharejas by Preserving more newlyborn female children. 


the 
with 
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ove demographic data it would be of much 
proportion of unmarried 
t the close 


reference to the ab 
interest to pay attention to the following 
and unbetrothed to married females of these groups а! 


of 1846. 
Social Totalno. Married and Betrothed Unbetrothed 
girls girls 


group offemales widowed 
(4) (5) 


(1) (2) (3) 


1. Jhareja 2429 627 298 1504 
100.0) (25.8) (12.3) (61.9) 
Jetwa 75 16 18 1 
(100.0) (213) (24.0) (54Л) 
3. Soomra 199 58 29 112 
100.0) (29.1) (14.6) (56.3) 


n the number of female 
were alive at the close of 
d with the proportion of 
be alive in 1834 was 
а the Council. But, 
jed (0 merit Willoughby’s conclusion 

ether 
Тапа remark in this effect a 


ша be relied 


ional increase i 
d less and who 
when compare: 
ges ascertained to 
Mr. Willoughby an 
| н 


The notable proport 
children aged 10 years an 
1846 among the Jharejas, 
the females of the same a 
enormously ШО to 
in олыс has to be 66 
he 184 ackground of Capt. 
(fign E census figures COWS 
done b evertheless, а comparison 0. 
incr jy Willoughby, is, indeed, instructive 

easing accumulation ОЁ female children 1 


to ex А 
the Jhareja fami- 


les c 
ч Опсегпеа of Kattywar. T 
Reference age of Jhareja children qu 
От [Де cab 
118 


Усаг/зех joyr. 918 


18 UTD 
вы И Е е gs 154 
m queant s з B M м5 

ars 109 2 11300094 qo d 
АП ages Sex-ratio 


age 
Of Тата children 


Sex 
3 yrs. | 197 
ч DIE. 9 248.5 
(S108 30 i, 
стаје 3 103 P 394 
5 4 ч 1764 117.4 
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d from the 
A number of significant developments ae 1, conspicuous | 
above comparative demographic figures. Firs SE us B 
disparity in sex-ratio was evident in 1834 me For ЛИТ 
Was in its severest form ES E TOR P лр а 
i 1 W 
hain a p orb situation Wes ro г. 
и by 1846 when for every 100 je Mar. 
A children of the same age-group only 117 та a his wasin 
ing. А mear-balance in sex-ratio was DNE who 
mean achievement for the foreign adminis ra once. a 
determined to root out the barbarous ox age-levels in 
Secondly, in 1834 all the females children of t a lation fall- 
question explained only 29 percent of the total pop 


ratifying 
ing within the given ages. But in 1846 it was extremely g 
to ob 


ale 
ages in on а 
high as 64 percent. Thus, within 12 years the proportion 


but trifling : 
be relied on, 


Percentage had inc 

From another 
of Mr, J. P. Will 
approved the am 
those Jharejas who had 
numbers. The balance i ipts during 
the close of 1845 was Rs. 1,25,713-3-10 and the receip Jharej2* 
1846 amounted to Rs, 8899-1-3. Assistance offered to in 18 
to meet the marriage expenses ој their daughters funded 
amounted to Rs. 1186-6-6 and Cost of the presents a maine 
was Rs, 1,5460. Thus, the sum of Rs. 1,17,142-1-2 Ape 
to the credit of the Fund at the close of 1847, It is 


LAST PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS 237 
ons issued by Government in Арш, 
t deposited in the Infanticide Fund 


had been invested in the five per cent loan, the interest being 
applied for educational purposes in Kattywar. That а large 
number of copies of the essay on Infanticide lately published in 
the name of its author Shri Dajee was already sent to Capt. 
Lang by 20 January, 1848 for distribution throughout Kattywar 
was also noted in this connection. Mr. Willoughby concluded 
the text of the Minute by stating that ‘we are about to issue a 
notification inviting the production of further essays on this sub- 
ject’ of female infanticide and this official commitment was а 
great tribute to Capt. Lang's consistent efforts towards education- 
campaign against the evils of infanticide-custom. 

Next event of importance Was the publication of demo- 
graphic results of 1847 census on the Jharejas, Jetwas, and 
Soomras by Capt. Lang on 30 December, 1848. He made 
analytical comments on the latest census data in the following 
way: 'the Jhareja returns show an increase of the male popula- 


tion of 259, with a decrease of 16, the former being in 17 
The increase of females is 352 


Talookas and the latter in 6. 
ase of 2 in two. The number of 


d the decre 
d of females 192’. Again, 'the number 


is so great when compared with those for 
cite some doubt whether mistakes may 
tted in the registry. In this context, 
d censor from the beginning of 1848 
lies in most of the Talooks 


gathered that under instructi 
1847, one lakh of the amoun 


of new residents . . - 
former years as to ex 
not have been commi 
appointment 
was made pu 
were enumerated fo 
Regarding the 
males and 8 females were add 
"The inerease from newly die 
acie rms ing to th 
of the ribe i Пе 100 gren jn ш (#0 dii 
апа 38 females; but the comparative їй - The nel increase 
ho: in proportion to what А ; 
is pee population of the 
alo males and 41 females, у 
ieee in which they reside» 
also 3 Soomra tribe showed 
and "B large number of 10 
Я females, and that уе 
Nowanugger Talook ай 


ght expec’ 


we mi ; 
opulatio 


an 
sons ing to 


{ 37 males in 


w residents» * 
et increase 0 
d a decrease 


]ded а 2 
Dherol Talook, ап 
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of 8 in that of Moorve Talook, with an increase of 59 females 
in all the three Talooks where the Soomras were settled. 
About Infanticide Fund it was stated that currently а po 
receipts of Rs. 2,369-6-2 was registered and this include е 
Rs. 347-3-6 оп account of ‘anticipated interest on the lakh 2 
Tupees invested in the five per cent loan’, A total of Rs. 1545 
was released from the Fund to meet the cost of presents to those 
who had 3 daughters and more alive and again, for assistance P 
fourteen Jharejas to defray the expenses of marrying their daug: ^ 
ters Rs. 1062-5-0 went out from Fund's previous balance. Меи 
Other essential expenditures the balance remained ultimately 10 7 
Rs. 13,572-9-11 in the Infanticide Fund, Capt. Lang also 2@ 
ported that no accusations of Infanticide crime was filed dur ste 
1848 and none of the Official censors during his extensive ve 
heard of any cases being suspected This simple informa 
Was to a great extent vital to Government in general and the 
Willoughby in particular especially in the background of 
history of strong inquisitions against the Jharejas in 1830's. 
Mr. Malet, Chief Secretary to 


: РАЈЕ us 
g his views on the results obtained from 1847 Me. е 
де to se 


jas, 
he growth of female population among Jharel 


ne 
Echos WA and the following arrangement не. 
ogra 1c РА 
аа Sraphic data is made to expose the re 
Caste 
В Males Females 
47 
1844 1845 1846 1847 qgqq 1845 1846 — 
- 1 
2. н 6430 6617 6601 6844 2175 2334 245 K 
3. Soomra 154 160 160 237 5]. 60 1 28 


372 382 382 ајр 164 171 199 


Sex-ratio (males per 100 EAM л 22 


1844 1845 1846 1847 

1 2956 283.5 271.7 246.3 
2 202 261.7 2133 204.3 
000058 2211 191.9 165.7 


Following the mode of analysis adopted by Mr. Willoughby’ 
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the percentages of females to mal i 
es at the time of report were 
computed to offer the following results by Mr. aes ; 


Е ж 
Year Jharejas Jetwas Soomras 
1843 317116 Jo 34.3/5 % 43.1/10 
1844 33.4/5 + 3700 „ о 
1845 35.3110 „ 38.115 » 45:15 т 
1846 36.415 » 44318» 5911/10: 

4400 „ 601/4 „ 


1847 40.213» 


The above results confirm immediately that the proportion of 
females in each infanticide-practising Rajpoot group in question 
was steadily improving to demonstrate ‘the very beneficial effects 
that have attended the measures 50 judiciously and vigorously 
carried out by the Hon. Willoughby’. 

Next, attention is drawn to Major Lang's report on 1848 
census! of the Jhareja, Jetwa and Soomra population in 
Kattywar. This report he submitted on 22 December, 1849 to 


Mr, Malet. Lang analysed hic data to 


show a total of 304 Jhareja males 
al of this Rajpo 


where аз 11 males 
population. Total increase 

decrease of 48 and of females 332 and 21 respectively. The 
Soomras showed а total increase of 55 males and 60 females and 


no decrease of either sex. The Jetwas registered а total increase of 
ang noted, 


19 males females with a dec ой 
‘there i ai disproporn jn the number of Jhare] 


aughters’, 
He showed ja males n 
that 446 Јһаге) : t, 
Were ‘newly entered’ in this year's der vie E jest: 
а 
Soomra males and 35 Soomra fem? e ther were newly 


Jet e 
wa males and 10 Jetw? females O^ owever, that 2 great 


үе Tt was stated. “t А, ‘ti Jhareja 
any Talookas have bee? ? en ulation of that 
бои for а good dea of this increase Dem 
6 and the proportion 00 females 10 45 | 
ight be expected’. It is further Jearn 08 during 1849 and 
à g 
jeft sever add females Је 


an 
d 49 Jhareja females 
males 


simi 
imilarly among the Jetwas 
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nd to 
places of habitat. But among the Soomras none e E di 
have left any Таюок. In this connection Lang ee А 
death of the second Official censor and no new rec 

t was made. "m 
e Infanticide Fund Account showed a new Nc 
Rs. 17,397-7.3. Disbursements were Rs, 3,875 Юр 4 i 
assistance to twenty Jharejas, Rs. 1,100 for Е. e 
Tharejas for preserving 4 daughters each and to ten vot ESAE 
having 3 daughters each and Rs. 1,580-7-6 on accoun | 


f 1848 
lishment charges. The balance that was left by the end o 
Was Rs. 10,481-15-9. 


They noted that ‘duri 
tained male and fema 


= 


c ratio. 

Social males females male female sex- 

group excess excess 

1. Jhareja 304 261 43 0 118A 
Jetwa 11 12 0 1 2 

3. Soomra 25 25 0 0 1005 


s isted. 
of Jhareja group sex-disparity регз 


f 
irths 9 
(2) amongst the Jetwas per 100 new birt 
female children only 92 m 


Who were at the h 
Peoples of Gujarat. 


tter 
The undernoted demographic results were, of course, а Md dy 
Of great satisfaction to Mr. Willoughby who witnessed the 


я {роо 
elm of administration of the native Вар 
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Caste Males Females 
people 
1845 1846 1847 1848 1845 1846 1847 1848 
1. Јћагеја 6617 6601 6844 7256 2334 2429 2799 3090 
2. Jetwa 157 160 237 256 60 75 116 132 
3. Soomra 378 382 411 466 171 199 248 308 
Sex-ratio (males per 100 females) 
1845 1846 1847 1848 
1. 283.5 271.7 246.3 234.8 
2. 261.7 213.3 204.3 193.9 
3. 221.7 191.9 165.7 151.3 


Rajpoot females of Kattywar in ques- 
tion. Sex-disparities were noticably declining in each one of 
three Rajpoot groups Over the given years. In this context the 
proportionate percentage of females to males may be shown, 
in line with Mr. Willoughby, for 1846, 1847 


progress in the number of 


as follows, 
and 1848. The figures speak for themselves to pin- 
Year Jhareja Jetwa Soomra 
1846 36415 % 443/8 % 52.111096 
1847 40213 % 44.00 % 60.1/4 96 
1848 42417 Jo 51.116 % 66.4/10% 
point progressive concentrations of females in the total 
population of these Rajpoot groups who were on the other day 
notorious to destroy their female infants right after birth. Ero 
rated by 


acclaim the positive results gene e 
each and every anti-infanticide measure—coereive, sump uu 
and educatiye—of British Government. Steady but jac 
declines in male ӨЙ МУ the most ned e 
S M onde that the RAPOSA © 
ti a new mental and social attitude UM i за earlier. 
On were forced to build uP since р 1842. 
Viernes Tetum of successive Yo par ai 2 
е demographic phenomenon rae 
м esis of such phenomenon © neve gychological changes 
pont the context of some basic social ВУ" age old societal 
ich should then begun in а 
оге of E Jetwas ОГ Soómras- ө A 
amenable то апу quantification and as such qu 


can be no doubt to 


F.I—16 
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mation deducible from any census data has to be doubly арр s. 
ciated to understand the implication of the changes in E. 
in conjunction with emerging changes in social values related E 
parent-child relationships within each family unit. And this d 
tral socio-psychological issue should not be allowed to be lost 
the heaps of statistical figures for males and females of 
Rajpoot groups under review. of 
The usual census of the Jharejas, Jetwas and Soomras let 
Kattywar for 1849 was submitted by Major Lang to Mr. M а) 
оп 3] December, 1850. Salient features of the census Were: a 
the Jharejas showed a total of 288 males and 278 fema > 
born during the year, with ап increase of 108 males in е 
five Talooks and a decrease of 10 in four Talooks; and о 
increase of 157 females in seventeen Talooks and а dez 
of 12 in seven. There were twelve Talooks in which ne” in 
increase nor decrease in male population was recorded and 
another twelve Talooks the female population was the E 
as in the preceding year. There were fourteen out of ale 
Talooks included for Jhareja census in which 20 ™ 


с Г o 
children was born during the year, sixteen Talooks yielded "as 
female births and in x 


born. These 41 Talo 


е. 
С etwa 
Xes in all 3 Talooks; (c) the тия 


"dle and 5 female children born reas? 
in the male population, but a сы, ease 
and Dherol Talooks and an 16 
in the female population of the three Talooks ; 
ugger, Poorbunder, and Dherol, without any decrease 8 
any опе Talook. There had been births of daughters 10 e 
Talooks and sons in all except Dherol. , ales 
Additionally it is learnt that the number of Јћагеја ™ ad 
newly entered in these returns was 44 and of females 22. и: 
the numbers shown as having left the seven Talooks Md 
Males and 43 females; among the males there had been 


the year, With no increase 


of 5 in the Poorbunder 
of 9 


Nowan 


LAST PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS 243 


deaths and among the females 110. The Soomra males and 
females newly entered in the returns for this group were 1 and 2 
respectively; and those who had left the several Talooks, 11 
were of the former and 12 of the latter sex. Ten ЕВ 
males died against 8 females’ deaths. In the Jetwa returns 
1 male and 5 females were newly entered, and 4 of the males 
but none of the females of older population left the several 
Talooks, and 6 males and 1 female died among the Jetwas. 
Lang made further analysis to show that total number of 
the Jhareja male population above the age of 16 was 4473, 
that of the births among the Jharejas was 566, that among the 
Soomras 34, and that among the Jetwas 9. The births there- 
fore, in the two former groups were about one to every eight 
males above the age of puberty, but among the Jetwas this 
was only about one to every seventeen grown ИР males. The 
proportion of female children to males in all these groups was 


then so nearly equal, and the progressive increase of the famale 
that, if the return could be 


population appeared so regular, 
depended upon in other aspects, these would appear to be good 
to believe that ‘the practice of Infanticide must have become 
almost. entirely extinct in the province.’ 

Contextually, some further interesting data were supplied on 
a comparative level to outline a significant development amongst 
the Jharejas, Jetwas, ог Soomras. This development was related 
to the progressive preservation of more and more daughters by 
the Rajpoot families concerned since 1845, Rate of preserva- 
tion was remarkable in the background of their notorious CUS- 
tom of female infanticide which, according to Major Lang, be- 
came ‘almost entirely extinct in the feudal society of Gujarat 
by mid-nineteenth century. 


Anti-infanticide movements in 
Kattywar appeared to have reac 


hed a happy conclusion after 
Several most exciting but protracted sojourns between 1805 
and 1850. 


Number of parent 
having more than one 
tively was shown below. х уу A: ; 

Major Lang furnished more facts of immediate interest in 
stating that ‘there are «till 1215 more male Tharejas than female 
under 20 years of age. 23 more Soomras, and 16 more Jetwas, 

he age of puberty, 


but of the number of Jharejas above t i 
amounting to 4473, nearly one-half, or 2201, are shown in the 


present returne (0 haye daughters, there being, in addition to 


Jetwas and Soomras 


s among Jharejas, 
and in 1849 respec- 


daughter in 1845 
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in 1845 in 1849 
—— 5 
Rajpoot ^ number daughters Rajpoot number er 
group of parents possessed ^ group of parents poss 
а) 0) G) @) б) @ 
8. 
1. Jhareja 2 5 daughters 1. Jhareja 1 6 daughter 
19 d a, 11 ҮР 
105 В 49 FEES 
387 REA 159 2 
2. Jetwa 4 3 > 2. Jetwa 2 4 р 
13 р а 11 Зи 
23 2.» 
3. $оотга 1 5 = 3. Soomra 6 5 51 
2 5 cr 3 Ара” 
13 З 19 34 
30 25 wx 54 2, „0 
ом MEO 


e 
those mentioned above, 1459 with one daughter each. ee 
two other tribes, the results shown in this respect are е ao 
Satisfactory, there being, among the 271 Soomras above | Jetwas 
emale children, and among the 150 one 
T tribe, and 54 of the latter, having as 
and above the number before state 


а total of Rs, 13,940.15.9 accumulated during the 
under review and out of this total new receipts accounte та 
Rs. 3099 only. The necessary disbursements amounte them 
Rs. 5220 for marriage donations to 27 Jharejas to assist d 
in marrying 33 daughters, Rs, 450 on account of Toe nfan- 
four Tharejas, Rs. 1423-8-3 for payment and batta to the nd 
ticide establishment, making a total of Rs. 7072-83 а 
balance of Rs. 6867-7-6 only was left in the Fund. ссиза“ 
Lang did not forget to mention that there was no 4 
tions of Infanticide during the year under review. 
Next he was found 


for 


‚1 35506 
to dwell upon an important я 
Telated to marriage expenses and their baneful impact о бап 
Rajpoots concerned. He supplied with some very imP eces- 
historical facts which showed under what circumstances 2008 
saty and useful attempts were designed to lessen the inju 
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load of marriage expenses and other social disabilities attended 
upon such sentimentally-oriented behaviour. On this specific 
gant drainage of money and valu- 


social habit preferring extrava: 
able things in daughter’s marriage Lang's predecessors extended 
judicious observations in demanding immediate correction of the 


habit. And they were unanimous in branding this social habit as 
one of the most immediate. causes for abnormal propensity to- 
wards female infanticide. Naturally, Lang’s own narration of 
the incidents and actions taken against this harmful social habit 
constitutes, no doubts, a very significant revelation at that stage 
when Infanticide ‘must have become almost entirely extinct in 


this province’ of Gujarat. Lang's statement runs as follows : 
‘When I lately met His Highness the Jam at Balumba, І 
found him still fully alive to the necessity of making some 


arrangement for decreasing the heavy expenses attending the 
| and the 


marriage of the daughters of Rajpoots in genera 
Jharejas in particular. Mr. Ogilvy has kindly got His High- 


ness the Rao to send over three agents ОП His Highness’s part 


to discuss the subject, several communications, since I last met 
the Jam, having passe Rao regarding it. 


d between him and the 
I had also influential ith me, belonging to Jhallawar 
f the country, all most willing, as far as 
could ascertain, which then 
superior Chiefs migh 1 icable. I found the Kutch 
Agents, however, still in nces with the Rajpoot 
d to think that, by 


families in Rajpootana, а 
ot only to the Chiefs themselves, but also to 
erior 


giving daughters n 

other members of their families, and even to their sup 
subordinate Chiefs, there would be an ample 9 

dispose of all the d i 

that, in cases where alliances Were f 


Chiefs themselves of Rajpootana, the i 
the Jhareja Chiefs would be sufficiently upheld by getting all 


other suitors of their daughters’ hands to come to their capitals 
to be married. I however, that this very practice 
of getting the bri to their houses (0 be married, 
was one of thi principal sources ОЁ expense complained of by 
the Edur Puttawuts and other Rajpoots in that part of the 
country, who look upon it as degratory to send their daughters 
to be married, as is universally done in this province’. 

Lang continued, ‘after sundry consultations, the Jam came 
опе morning with the Kutch Agents and told me that they 


nd they seeme 
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adopt, 
were fully satisfied that the only measure Ет е. 
likely to be generally beneficial, was to introdu t respectable 
of giving their daughters in marriage in the e put SÉ в 
families from which they now receive their wives; io dis dd 
confined themselves, in disposing of their ааа се о 
of the country, it would ђе necessary that the o ег. БОШО 
whom they would in that case be obliged to give , i 
бү; ie | T 
| ТАЕ is in the families of inferior Chiefs to those 

whom they had 
Маре alliances, 
Speak to the Raj 
and others on t 
stated that if all 


f 
or О 
to the Raja of Drangdra and the Thakoo 


B whom 
is the principal Chief кк for 
uld in this case have to to com 
hat he would not object : 


course, be а highly ee 
From Lang it ig clearly pm 
Or Or inferior were lately eee m 
effects of heavy marriage expenses E they 
r individual daughter's marriage ^ sense 
dy a spontaneous apathy towards hig! дЫ 
d family pride inter-locked in their A aP 
nial alliances. Social and Не Raj- 
existence within and between чш sur- 
nerations together in Kattywar and Е io 
posed some unsurmountable à; proble the 
Until this gap was honourably bridged nee ge 
псе ОЁ heavy expenditure in daughter's ЧЕ ciis 
ue to cast inordinate sufferings to the eee tlie 
der the circumstances, the said move taken by 


Conscious of the ill- 
at the time of thei 
had developed alrea 
ot group vanity an 
System of та то 
Which have had in 
Poot families for ge 
Tounding territories 
the Јћагејав. 
Ominus influe 
Would contin: 
cerned. Un 
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Jam, the Rao and the Raja of Drangdra, three most influential 
was definitely full 


respectabilities of the local Rajpoot society, 

E oe Sociologically it is highly appreciable to wit- 
sis a beginning of a silent but crucial revolution in the feudal 
ociety of the Rajpoots who were on the verge of a new social 


system relating to matrimonial interconnections. 
Mr. H. E. Goldsmith, Secretary to Government, communi- 


aa with Major Lang on 22nd April, 1851, in reply to latter's 
etter of 31.12.1850. Langs census returns for 1849 were 
acknowledged with pleasure and the following proportions of 


ue to male children as found among Jharejas, Jetwas and 
Soomras separately was especially noted to highlight the 
improved condition of the sex-ratios in the population in 


question. 
females excess of male [female 


Rajpoot males 

group 
l. Јћагеја 288 218 10 males 
2. Jetwa 4 5 1 female 
3. Soomra 16 18 2, females 


n with previous census-results was 


r-all population growth (positive) 
ups under refer- 


f of 'the efficacy 
the Government 
Mr, Willough- 
е suppression. 


tive demographic figures 


As before, а compariso. 
attempted to show the ove: 
among the infanticide-practising Rajpoot gro 
ence and the results offered commendable proo 
and suitableness of the 
in 1834, at the recommen i the Honourable 


by, then in charge of the 
of the crime of Infanticide’. Compara 


are as follows : 

Caste Males Females 

people 

1846 1847 1848 154 1846 1847 1848 1849 
l. Jhareja 6501 6844 7256 zs 2429 2799 3090 3237 
2. т 160 237 256 251 75 16 132 141 
3. Soomra ap 411 1466 46 199 248 308 308 
Sex-ratio (males. per 100 females) 

1846 1847 1848 1849 
Ue 7157 246.3 234.8 2212 
25: 2133 204.3 193.9 178.0 
3. 191.9 165.7 151.3 150.0 
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Following Willoughby's mode of analysis the undernoted 
percentage growth of females was calculated. 


Year Jharejas Jetwas Soomras 
1847 40-213 % 44.00 % 60-1/4 % 
1848 42-4/7 % 51-116 % 66-4/10% 
1849 44.00 % 56-1/6 % 66-3/4 96 


Major Lang furnished the usual census returns of the 
Jharejas, Jetwas, and Soomras for the year of 1850 along with 
а statement on account of the Infanticide Fund till 26 December, 
1851. According to his previous practice Lang made some 


now showed a total of 292 male and 267 female children bor" 
during the year unde, 


Was s, 
shown as 10 and 4 respectively. Мо increase in the ma 


esed but a decrease in two Talooks of 9 was HE 
A erol increase of only 1 female and a decrease of 16 fem jc 
n Nowanugger and Poorbunder highlighted the demograph? 
Position of the Jetwas. There was one Jetwa male and on 
emale newly entered, while 12 males and 14 females left m 
Several Talooks in 1850. Number of deaths was 8 males 3” 
6 females. Thus, the total Jetwa male population turned out f? 
be 242 and female population 126. Tt was especially commente 
У Lang that ‘the census of the Jetwa tribe is not so satisfac 
tory as those of the Jharejas and Soomras’, on the otherhand: 
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le and 18 female children to 
| report, with an increase of 
in three Talooks. Number of 


31 males and 18 females 
was 12, females were 3. None 


Soomra males newly entered 
left any of the Talooks in 1 
males and 3 females. Total of Soomra 

thus, 493 against total 326 females over the Talooks. 
Infanticide Fund yielded Rs. 14,715-5-11 including the col- 
lections for 1850 (Rs. 7847-14-5). Under the heads of expen- 
istance to 31 Grasias in mat- 


diture Rs. 5,700 for marriage assi 
the 


rying 32 daughters, Rs. 1078-14-11 for pay and batta to 
shown. balance of 


Infanticide establishment were 
Rs, 7536-7-0 was left in favour of the fund at the end of the 


year. 
In this connection Major Lang announced an important 


event by stating that ‘every advantage in my power shall be 
taken. of the assemblage of Rajpoots at this marriage to effect 
the arrangement alluded to in my Jast annual report, to pre- 
vent, for the future, the ruinous expenditure incurred on such 
occasions’. The marriage referred here by Lang was that of His 
Highness Jam’s daughter to the Maharaja of Jodhpoor and the 
same social function was scheduled to take place on 12 April, 


1852. 

Lang’s latest annual report was approved by Mr. Mallet 

in his letter of 11 March, 1852 and this time he declared that 

his Government was highly pleased to know ‘the entire absence 

of any known act of Infanticide during the year of report’. 
he following 


Keeping the past tradition a summary statement in t 
п of female 10 male 


order was presented to show the proportio f 
children born in the Rajpoot groups in question by the close 
of 1850 when a fresh census was taken. 
Rajpoot males females Excess of male/female 
group 
1. Jhareja 292 267 S males 
2. Jetwa 10 4 ; 7 
. 3. Soomra 24 18 » 
males and females per 


ation of total 


ent 
ү ars between 1847 and 


Rajpoot 011 || He jen over te n ve been placed below 
У 850 and ia bo | Jum 


follow the trend of 270% 


A comparative P 
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Caste Males Females 
people 


50 
1847 1848 1849 1850 1847 1848 1849 18 


23 
1. Jhareja 6844 7256 7353 7502 2799 3090 20) ro © 
2. Jetwa 237 256 251 242 116 132 ТЕ 3l 
3. Soomra 411 466 462 493 248 308 3 
Sex-ratio (males per 100 females) 
1847 1848 1849 1850 
l. 2463 234.8 227.2 219.2 
2. 204.3 193.9 178.0 192.1 
3. 1657 151.3 150.0 151.2 


Steady decrease — in 
amongst the Jhareja families. 


Sented a slight deterioration fro 
acquired before 1850 in showii 


dominance. In this context t 


Sex-disparity was only оси 
The Jetwas and Soomras P у 
m the position they шашу 
пр such steady decline in nspi- 
he Jetwas were singularly CO the 
rise in male concentration БУ 


nd 1850 
Year Jharejas Jetwas Soomras 
1847 40.2139, 4400 о 60.1/4 % 
1848 424/70, 511/6% 66.4110% 
1849 44.00 %, 56.1/6 9% 66.3/4 % 
1850 45.417% 52.1/15% 66.1/8 % 


5 
Неге also a noticable drop in the proportion of Jetwas fein 
to males is obtained. In 1849 the Jetwa females explained ai 
ly more than 56 рег cent of total males and in 1850 they ей 
counted for 52 per cent only. Such a demographic develop Б 
Caused, по doubt, а retrogression in the relatively smooth tren 
Upward growth of the Jetwa females. 


On 18th December, 1852 the Political Agent in Kattywat 
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Sea cath the usual census returns of the Jharejas, Jetwas, and 
а Е of ipa province for the year of 1851. From the latest 
216 fer р earnt that (a) among the Jharejas 222 males and 
Ө па es were newly born during the year and by this an. 
ie ay аре male population by 258 over twenty three Taloo- 
Siailadiy ecrease of 27 males over nine Talooks were affected. 
Lm es increase of 178 in Jhareja female population in 
p ad ooks was noticed agains ase of 3 females in 
igne ook. On the other hand, in 11 Talooks male popu- 
S a the same and in 22, Talooks female population Was 
ihe e same. Ош of 43 Talooks included in 
cn were 20 in which no male children born, 
ena no daughter was reported, and 16 Talooks in which no 

ren of either sex was recorded. Number of Jharejas 


Do entered in the 213 males and 58 
males. 70 males an : 


several Talooks. Num 


females, Thus, the total male of the Tharejas in 1851 


(b) the Тема census showed 8 
r of report and 

alook and а decrease 
opu- 


lation was only 1 in 
in other one Talook. Newly entere 

Were 2 and 0 respectively. ber of deaths was 11 
b» 2 females. None le j 
Я а! Jetwa male populati 
‘otal 126 females, (©) the Soo 


16 female births during the year 
an increase of 11 males in three Taloo 
emales in three T: 


1 
in the other and an increase Of 1 f 
and no decrease any where. № ber of newly enter cm 
8 and 7 respectively: the year 
port d to have emmigrate' 
s, the total 


BN. females was i 
y 6 males and 2 females 

male. 

q iles 992, ве Я 


umber of d i T Pr 0N 
je children among 


00) mr, 
йш ae popl 


Tt 

the ioe ce commented that 

ey cras dre atl теу in pro 

of шш: inquiries have TE 

fen c a and there В pi Ык . jt has been added». 
erwise than accident@ > Never 
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attention of His Highness the Jam and the Rana of Poort 
had been seriously drawn to this demographic situation "e 
in case of Dherol there was no cause of suspicion ‘аз both Ee 
female population and the female births are in excess of 
males in that Talook'. hown 
Collections during the year for Infanticide Fund were $ 48 
to be Rs. 18,860-11-2 besides ‘the lakh of rupees investe: E 
the five per cent loan on account of education’. The udo 
turned out to be Rs. 1,26,397-2.2. The disbursements W 5 
Rs. 4,560 on account of marriage assistance to 27 Grasias in E 
Tying 29 daughters, Rs, 1,654-14-9 for pay and batta to the e 
fanticide establishment. Balance left for the year was Rs. 
1,19,292-3-5, or exclusive of the lakh invested as the loan, 
19,292-3-5, m 
No accusations of Infanticide was reported during the У 5 С 
-of the report. Neither of the censors had any reason tO E 
21 case of the crime having been committed among the J 
jas, Jetwas, or Soomras, + closure 
In this occasion Lt, Col. Lang made а significant disc 


т Ў iminishing the now atten 
ajpoot marriages in thi 5 expenses 


done, 
that 


w days when I was there, ТЕП 

he made himself acquanited with the feelings both of the ae 
am on the subject, I think- some good might be enm 

Py getting а deputation of influential Rajpoots from the differe 
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tribes in Kattywar, commissioned by the principal Chiefs sent 
th His Highness the Rao, 


over to Bhooj, to discuss the matter wil 

and endeavour to get some arrangement effected regarding their 
future marriages through Major Jacob. I have heard from 
that officer that His Highness greatly approves of the Myn- 
poore measures, as far as he understands them, and there caa 


of course be no question of the great advantage of any mea- 
sures which will enable the Rajpoots here and in Kutch to reduce 


the expenditure now incurred at their daughters marriages, 
without subjecting themselves to any invidious comparisons ог 


remarks from their fellow Grasias’. 

Mr, A. Malet acknowledged Lt. Col. Lang’s letter along 
with the census report for 1851 on 1 February, 1853. In his letter 
he showed the summary picture of the number of male and 
female children ascertained to have been born during the year 


under report as follows : 
excess of male/female 


Rajpoot males females 
group 
1. Jhareja 222 216 6 males 
2. Jetwa 8 2 6 » 
3. Soomra 15 16 ] female 
of Jhareja, Jetwa, and 


comparative picture 
(male and female) has been provided below 


f males per 100 females over each 
d 1851. This picture outlines the 
lation together with sex-disparity 


tion. 


As before, the 


Soomra population 
together with the number 0 


year falling between 1848 ап 
{ each popu 


relative growth 0 
among the Rajpoot groups in ques 


Caste Males Females 
people 
1848 1849 1850 i85] 1848 1849 1850 1851 
l. Jhareja 7256 7353 7502 733 3090 3237 3423 3598 
Зама, 256 251 242 D LT. LEA OUT eee 126 
3. у! 466 462 4% о Шин 
4 ra hax 
ТШ (males per 100 females) 
ак сд це rT —— 1650 1851 
T 292 UNE D 
| 234.8 221.2 1921 1913 
2 193.9 178.0 1512 1449 
150.0 И e NOU 
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Rs. 1,658-15-7 for pay and batta to the Infanticide Establishment. 
A balance of Rs. 1,08,965-6-10 was left in the Fund at the time 
of reporting. н 
(i) Capt. Barr added also that ‘the subject of decreasing 
the expense of Jhareja marriages has been under earnest consi 
deration during the period reported upon’, р 
In this occasion comparative statements? on the Jharej? 
Jetwa, and Soomra populations in Kattywar between the years 
1850 and 1852 were furnished by Capt. Barr to have a summa 
Teview of the population developments that took place witht 
those social groups exactly by the middle of nineteenth century: 
These comparative figures are essentially useful to trace part 
cularly the increasing or decreasing nature of female grow! 
per Talook among the Rajpoot people who were notorious 10 
destroying female lives just at birth from distant past. 


: a 
Salient features of these comparative census-figures may be 19 
in the following table. 


“Total 
E o! 
Rajpoot Sex total population in 
group 
| 1850 1851 1852 
6 
a 0) (з) @ On fos - 7 
1. Jhareja male 7502 7733 7813 83 
(68.7) (68:4) (67.9) 10707 
female 3423 3598 3686 (1) 
| (31.3) (31.6) (32.1) m 
ес. 75 
all sexes: 10995 11331 11499 00) 
(100.0) (1000 (000  ( 
2. Jetwa 121 
male 242 241 244 (61) 
(65.8) (65.6) (63.7) 391 
female 126 126 139 (32.3) 
(34.2) — (34.4) (36.3) T. 
1 
all sexes : 368 367 383 (100.0) 
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) 794 
3. Soomra таје 493 503 498 (504) 
(60.2) (59.2) (59.0) 1019 
female 326 347 346 (40.6) 
(39.8) (40.8) (41.0) s 
51 
all sexes : 819 850 844 s 


0:07 
(1000) (1000) . (1000) > 10 
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(males per 100 females) 


Sex-ratio 
1850 1851 1852 
1. Јћагеја 219.2 214.9 - 212.0 
2. Jetwa 192.1 191.3 175.5 
3. Soomra 151.2 144.9 143.9 


to point out a 


The above table speaks volume for itself 
of three Rajpoot 


steady decline in sex-disparity among each one 
groups in question and of them the Je 
in registering а faster rate of decline esp 
and 1852, whereas the remaining two groups © 
rate in this specific context. 


dominance of male poP 
To read the given demographic 


the following analysis has been attemp 
undernoted proportiona ge of females to males in each 


te percenta 
опе of three infanticide-practising Rajpoot groups over the years 


under reference is made known. 


Year Jharejas Jetwas Soomras 
1850 45.6% 52.1% 66.1% 
1851 46.5% 52.3% 69.0% 
1852 47.2% 57.0% 69.5% 

for 1850, 


]t should be noted here that the census-figures 

1851 and 1852 were uniformly collecte m 43 Talooks of the 
province and previous to these years such а wider coverage Ш 
census-operations was lacking. Progress 
female individuals within the society O 
groups is evident from above and i 
exhibited the best erformance. 

By the middle ш {һе уеаг of 1854 the Honours Board of 
Government comprising Mr instone, Mr. J. Warden, and 
Mr. J. W. Lumsden recorded certain significant remarks about the 
infanticide-practising Rajpoots OF the basis of popula- 
tion-figures 50 ar available. An important resolution was adopted 
on 11th Мау, 4 and before arriving at 
attempted ап appraisal of the social and demographic situation in 
Kattywar since _ At the very outset they pointed out the 
„umber of male and female children ascertained to have been born 

fanticide-practising people concerned. 


during 1852 among the in 


ЕЛ—17 
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Caste males females excess of male/female 
1. Лаед 214 180 34 males 
2. Jetwa 3 9 6 females 
3. Soomra 4 8 4 females 


Then the Hon. Board proceeded to summarise the most 
significant population developments affecting progressive conce? 
tration of the females among each опе of three Rajpoot grouP* 
since 1842, The total population of the Jharejas, Jetwas, an 
Soomras in 1852 was contrasted with those which were азсега 
ed for the years 1842 and 1847, and the annual average of five 


years ending separately in 1846 and in 1851 yielded the 19" 
lowing results. : 


M A L E 5 
Rajpoot group Average of ‘Average of 
5 yrs end- 5 yrs end- 2 
1842 ing 1846 1847 ing 1851 188 
6 
аА Oma © @ he : 
5 Mods 6129 6390 6844 7338 P 
- 153 157 237 245 
3. Soomra 351 349 411 467 498 
пета м А L poe 
Rajpoot group Average of ye of 
5 yrs end- 5 yrs end- 52 
1842 _ ing 1846 . 1847 пе 1851.748 
5 
Ж У à 5 (9) (10) an E 
M LONE NN LORS. ә 
S Soomra idi 59 116 128 346 


166 248 307 


; , „y within 
Thus, a conspicuous increase in the female population wi 


10 yi qising 


ears from 1842 was a true fact for each infanticide pra? 
&roup in question, ре 
On the other hand, the proportional percentage which 8: 
female bore, during the years 1842 to 1852, (о the male ро 
lation of each of these Rajpoot groups was computed as follows: 
The members of the Honourable Board were highly pleas?” 
to resolve on the merit of the above results that ‘a steady Р? 
gressive diminution of the disproportion in the aggregate num у 
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Jharejas Jetwas Ѕоотгаѕ 


30.00 % 34-00%  40-1/6% 


Years 


In the year 1842 
Average of the 5 years 
ending 1846 
In the year 1847 
Average of the 5 years 
ending 1851 43-11/12% 52-114% 65-1/3% 
In the year 1852 57-16 % 51-00 % 69-2/5% 


33-213 9 37-915% . 48-1/896 
40-213 J 44-00 95 60-1/4% 


єй and the fact that ‘по grounds 
he year of report any case of 
of Kattywar was highly 


of the two sexes’ had been achiev 
exist for supposing that during t 
infanticide occurred in the province 
gratifying. 

Even with these satisfactory devel 
check on the population in question 
accordingly, it is found that Capt. 
census-return of the Rajpoot groups in ques 
1853 but the detailed account of the census-fi, 
included in the officia 
theless, Barr was prompt enough to incorporate the 
of the latest census in his letter of 
Н. L. Anderson, Secretary to Gov 
current census showed: (а) an addition 


females births in the Jhareja population and 
population Was 163 greater in twenty one Talooks and 19 less 
in seven Talooks. Total female population wa 

hand, 171 greater i 


n twenty one Talooks and 8 less in six Talooks. 

Again, in 15 Talooks male population and in 16 Talooks female 
population remained the same. Of 43 Talooks included in the 
Jhareja census, there were 19 in which no male births and in 
17 Talooks on female births Were reported. In two Talooks 
red Jhareja males 


children of either sex did Newly ente АЛ д 
were 94 against newly entere ales, 56 males an 


females were reported to have left b Number of 
1 


opments the usual census- 
did not discontinued and 
Barr submitted again the 
tion for the year 
gures was not 

book. Never- 
main findings 
to Mr. 


The total 


death 158 for males and Е 
cases was was 7957 against 3849 females in 1853. 


Thareja male population 16 Jh 
ale 
52 total m and as such the 


In the return for It tively 
Was shown to be jn and 1086 гере ( males over the 
хот return expos TOR an, afr codi) 
among tn definitely 


decreas 
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(b) Jetwa census showed 6 male and 11 female infants Г. 
during the reporting year. An increase of 3 males in E 
Talook and a decrease of 2 males in one Talook were NA 
On the other hand, an increase of 10 females in two тон 
with a decrease of 1 in another highlighted the existing ee 
graphic situation in Jetwa society. Newly entered persons ur T 
1 male and 1 female. None was reported to have left a 
habitats. Number of deaths was 6 males and 3 females. T di 
the total Jetwa population was found in 1853 to have constitu fat 
245 males and 148 females т Kattywar. Under the cit ES 
Stances, Barr commented that it was gratifying to know “i 
the latest census that the births of female children among | 
Jetwas were no longer few in Proportion to those of males, ol 
that suspicious inequality long existing between the numbers 
two sexes in the population’ was ‘rapidly disappearing’. 

(c) Soomra census registered 24 new male and an 
le births and an increase of 23 males in three Talooks 
an increase of 16 females in three Talooks were also note КО 
one Talook of Rajkot there had been no Soomra birth. x 4 
entered males and females were 14 and 6 respectively: 
is vd Talook during the year under review. Number of 

as 15 males and 12 females. Thus, the total Soomra P 


tion came to be 512 males against 362 females. я 
_ (d) Capt. Barr noted further that no accusations Of ЇЇ it 
cide during the ye 


e 
ar ој report came to him but ‘the GOV?” us. 
Attachment Mehta at Mallia 


new 
femal 


deaths 
ори! 


of Col, i igence 
ПА и in the present year having supplied intelligene cs 
Tee | Cases... . The mother, found guilty in one 9 gost 
с се med on 12th Tuly last’ before the. Political 20100 
stice for Kattywar, and is now Un C^ 5 cof 
: 8 aken 
Was not obtained for the Second case. ‘The census ne 
D....showed such a disproportio? mined 
that of males that it was de olem” 
ads of which have now passed а mete 
ent to abstain, in future, 0 was ? 
Incidence related to the MohwutS | gts 


> "ro W me 
Startling revelation in the fag end of anti-infanticide mov” 


in 

ice 
in Kattywar and Capt. Barr made a congratulatory 5677 осі! 
exposing the concealed acts of female infanticide at а tiv? 
time when Governme у 


ісі 
пі was about to relax strong administ 
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surveillance in Kattywar. The Mohwurs were the unfortunate 


people to come under the full blast of coercive measures which 
did not pardon even а woman for her guilty. Imprisonment of 
a woman on the definite charge of child murder in the name 
of female infanticide had по para 

(e) Infanticide Fund Account showed the former balance 
of Rs. 1,08,965-6-10 while the current receipts amounted to 


penses to the Jharejas amounted to Rs. 6,625 and pay and Байа 
to the Infanticide establishment was shown to be Rs. 1,698-8-0. 
Thus, at the close of 1853 the balance left in the Fund remained 
«о be Rs. 1,07,404-7-2. 
Government's observ: 
for 1854 were recorded in a reso 
Board comprising Mr. M. Elphinstone and Mr. J. G. Lumsden. 


They summarised the following essential facts from Barr’s report. 
f male over female births 


(i) There had been an excess 0 
areja and Soomra tribes i 3 of 6 and 


rate of two and one 
as tribe there was an excess oj 5 


pectively, 
females, being equal to eighty three per cent of the births. 
(ii) The approxim ion i e totals of the female to the 
male population advance r at the rate of one 
and one-sixth, one and опе- 
ively in there Rajpoot groups in questi 
(iii) There was nothing in the management © 
cide Fund calling for particular remark. 
Capt. Barr continued to record census returns of the Jharejas; 
Jetwas, and Soomras of Kattywar for 1854 along with the census 


enumeration of the new group namely Mohwur Meena of the 


province. AS before, t 


cluded in the о 
ds of the Bombay Gove 
ugust, 1855 to Mr. H. L: 


tion of the Recor D 
of 1856. Barr’s letter © 
56. From Ba à ~ . is available to read the 


llel in the history of the Jharejas. 


ations оп Capt. Barrs annual report 
lution drawn by the Honourable 


among the Jh 


on. 
Е the Infanti- 


situation of Kathiawar. А 
(а) Jhareja а that 266 males and 208 females 
were born during the year jw. Newly entered males 
and females were 84. Those who left several Talooks 

ales and 3 umber of deaths was. 


consisted of 95 ™ 8 remarked that ‘the number 


19) y fem. Tm eport В 50 below that 
LE T Lug 


female 
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was recorded for the previous year, whilst that of male births is 
two in excess. The disproportion in favour of males over females 
in the Jhareja population at the close of 1854 is slightly greater 
over females than before’. But, according to Capt. Barr, this 
development was for ‘natural causes’. Total Jhareja population. 
consisted of 8,144 males and 3,999 females. 

(b) Jetwa census showed that 9 male and 13 female infants 
were born in 1854. Newly entered males were 9 against nO 
females. No case of emmigration was available. Number :0 
deaths was 2 males and 6 females. Thus, total Jetwa population 
came to 253 males and 155 females. 

(c) Soomra census showed 23 male and 14 female new births- 
Newly entered male was only 1 and no female. Number of 
deaths 8 males and 12 females. Total Soomra population was thus 
recorded to be 529 males and 360 females, leaving aside 8 males 
and 12 females who were reported to have left several Talooks- 

(d) The census of the Mohwur Меепа population was only 
mentioned but no analysis was made, 

(e) No case of Infanticide during the year was reported. 

{ (f) Capt. Barr proposed to introduce at this stage ‘register 
of infant deaths’ in addition to enumeration of male and female 
births during each year, The register was also intended t€ 
include without distinction all deaths of adults, of children; 
i of infants, Necessary Statistics for drawing a comparison 
ce numbers of male and female babies who woul 
©; cu their first year was also urged by him. 
of reduction of zm НО discussed the vital social questio 
Marriage expenses in their society. It was state 


АЗ! à meeting of Rajpoot Chiefs and Kat 


received, 


Barr said that ‘the result of the meéting was unsatisfactory: 

`- Subsequently, however, negotiations have passed betwee? 
Highness the Rao of Kutch and His Highness the Jam 0 
Owanligger, forming the Subject of a late correspondence with 
He Acting Political Agent at Bhooj, the issue of which T rega" 
as highly gratifying. The Jam, in a letter addressed to me for 
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had announced his earnest desire to cause @ те- 

marriage expenses by every practicable 
effectual arrangement to secure this 
seeking alliances for 


the purpose, 
duction of Rajpoot 
means, and, as the most 
reduction, to recognise the principle of 
daughters from families of the same rank from which wives are 


taken, if His Highness the Rao, his superior Jhareja prince would 
the practice. On Colonel Trevelyan 


sanction and countenance 

communicating the contents of this letter to His Highness the 
Rao, the latter. without hesitation, promptly signified his decided 
assent, and, in conversation with Colonel Trevelyan on the sub- 
ject, went so far as to distinctly avow his intention, when secking 
future alliances 


for his family, to do so near home rather than 
at a distance’. 

[t was pointed out also that Rao himself declared that 
he would enjoin both his sons to follow the same course advo- 
cated for, for jn Kattywar, for instance, where the customs and 

ch, besides the 


usages of the people were similar to those of Kut 
saving of expense, much trouble and annoyance would be easily 


avoided in arranging and concluding marriages, and the experi- 
had already rece of his daughter 


уед in the union 
with the Edur Maharaja who, (though a Chief on a Very sm 
scale) conceived him of the advantage ОЁ keeping within what 
might be termed as ‘the legitimate range of 


country for the 

interchange of such marriages.” 
ss the Rao's deter- 
ow been 


ence he 


communicated to 
by whom the reform has consequen 
and cordially welcomed, thus the first, an 
garded as the crowning point in our efforts, 


He added that minor details to complete arran 
marriages 210 


reduction of the expenses 
could gradually be achieved. That nuptial expenses 
ing for some years ast except 
wealthier Chiefs. ап 
Nowanugger, Was especially acknowled 
a revolutionary so 


ged by Barr to indicate an 
cial reform amongst 


Suit етае, О тайа 

fi tpoots Ш х 

FAN te Ge 

—307,404-7.2. n WT | nges for J 

in the 22 and di payments or " ; i um whereis, pay 
jn the reporting y 


5 
amounted to Rs. 5700 
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and Байа to the Infanticide Е Е. 
1613-4-7 in disbursement head. ‘Thus, а EE ca 
of 1854 was shown to the fund to be Rs. 1,05, 355 intimate 
Subsequent to Capt. Barr's letter of August, 1 1854 the 
ing the salient features of the latest census-returns for НС 
Honourable Board of the Government, Bombay, А Raitt те- 
Мг. М. Elphinstone, Мг. J. С. Lumsden and Mr. A. age On 
viewed critically his anual report in the following langu 
4 September, 1855. 1 ti- 
а) Progress of measures for ће pce of dana 
cide in the year 1854 has been not satisfactory. n 
(2) Except in the case of the Mohwur Meena, и 
whom the disproportion between the male and female p рег 
tion appears to have been reduced to the extent of 2.4 t std 
cent, the relative Proportions of the sexes appear до ? 
tionary since the close of the Year 1853, while the е0 ЕЗ 
male over female Jharejas and Jetwas has only been “the ех- 
by 0.066 and 0.644 per cent. In the case of the Soomras 
cess has increased to the ex 
(3) Out of every hun 
Jhareja males have been 2, 
1.470, females 3.183, 
€eana males 2341, fi 
til explained by the lo 
Sition that Infanticide 
(4) While amo 


о 
and 8.92 per cent Tes ister 0 
(5) The proposal to add to these returns а register 
deaths of infants born each year, is approved.’ aphic 
Such a unique and pointed analysis of the шой 
Tealities in Kattywar was first of its kind and this alone show 


rying 
how deeply Government was still concerned about the vary 


or 
у а, 
developments which were taking place in the Јћагеја, Jetwa ©, 


У ears 
Soomra Society under: the direct impact of almost fifty Y 


Yr S Р f exten” 
old anti-infanticide movements in the area. Severity and 
Siveness of female inf 


trols 
anticides was brought under well 1 habit 
DO doubt, but the lingering effect of the harmful social 


f 
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1 est ss 1 aring the quality of population of the 
infanticide-practising Rajpoots concerned of Gujarat. Penetrating 


review of the Hon. Board sang, indeed, a sad commentary oD 


the British achievements alluded to. It appears that complete 
uprootment of the abhorrent domestic custom like female infan- 
ticide was still to be effected in Kattywar (Gujarat). 

n of Capt. Barr's narration of 


d with the attempts towards re- 


in question was still imp 


some important 
duction in marriage ехр 
taken laudably by His Highness the Rao о. 
within the larger arena of Rajpoot society one may profitably 


look into certain official records which help to portray the 
background history of these events. These official records 
contain additionally many facts of utmost importance. 
systematic analysis of these n attempted below to 
link the above master-views ОЁ the Honou 
objective situation prevailing then, immediate 
tember, 1855, in Rajpoot society 

the official records that Capt 


Barr happen! 
the alleged new case 
Mallia as early as 
first noticed by 
the same on 15 Ju 


Mehta statione 
the people under reference, СО 
xA on Capt. Barr to deal 


Subsequently, official respons 


with he SH WT. 
| 


Н furnishe 
suspected cases g 
е 


ne dec ФИ | m 


0 
female ; у | 
үе infanticide  amongs T ah and quu 
5 Bhters were reported to Ht т enquiry in ай: 
4 persons were duly tied and Pi hed and рор jg documents: 
m ег case was then still in pro за е Nathe! i 
ae to the case of ffi 
копају ur Sanganeea. Thi 5 
y to Nurbeshunkur ur 
ig ; esen 
EUM on 22 September, 18 in the P' to het and she, В 
"S that twin daughters ЧӨ e сме ей. Under sue 
„PO wish to preserve them) P finis could sure only Ke 
стаје Ма py her husband, She Sy 


inh 
da Uman treatment, two. female Tied by 
yard а тај ва. рај ee у 
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reported that as one of her daughters was suffering from small 
pox she was inclined not to preserve the baby. But she was 
prompt enough to add that no opium was administered to the 
infants and what she did was exclusively according to her 
‘own wish’. Reference to this interesting case was already 
made in Capt. Barr’s letter of 21.12.1854 to Mr, Anderson 
and necessary discussion on the point has earlier been noted 
very briefly to bear out the import of the fact, details of which 
were further substantiated in another document? prepared оп 
9 November, 1853. In the second document it is found that 
Baee Nathee attempted to explain her conduct stressing on minor 
particulars of the situation in which her twin daughters met 
unfortunate death. Ч 
From a statement? recorded from Baee Hoora, wife of 
Raja Manuk, further interesting evidences are obtained to oya 
‘luate the prime causes of premature death of her daughters 
twin female infants. In this statement 43 years old Ноога 
Pointed out that ‘it is unlikely she would knowingly destroy 
them. It was in my caste to commit Infanticide, but from the 
arrangements made the last twelve months, no one commits 
Ја Таш not aware who commits it, Would апу woman 
y ee оЗнЕ ? All women would not do 50...... des 
Е elie! my daughter Say that she intended to vii 
made by her befor Such Categorical denial of the crime 53 
s те Capt. Barr himself on 9 November, 
at his camp at Balacheree, 
Nub and he? nae 5 TU шеден ог ВЫ 
00га, а midwife of Mallia пап 


Bn Hoora (daughter of Muga Boosana) confined? before 
allia-Attachment Mehta on 4 Мау 1853 that Васе Nathe? 
expressed definitely t 


О her that ‘the in be destroyed. 

She also added that as She was a олз was айга! 

to disclose the truth at the cost of her security amidst ш 
Meenas, though such Cases of infant-killing happened not very 
infrequently in many families. Before Capt. Barr this lady 
(midwife) disclosed that amongst the Meenas this crime d 
Sreatly prevalent on account of their daughters’ free will (0 
elope with other men; hence the cause of Infanticide originated. 
Here the explanation for commission of female infanticide 25 
basically of different nature. А social malady effecting ab- 
normal sex-rélations happened to be directly responsible for the 
evil practice. This Practice was patronised as a fruitful method 
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for getting free once for all from social responsibility of illegiti- 
mate sex-relation and/or progenies. 
The above incidents are mentioned here only to impress 
upon British Governments honest efforts towards eradication of 
the crime of child murder which might be enacted under any pre- 
tex in any Rajpoot group of Kattywar. Formerly the Govern- 
ment was so extremely preoccupied with the Jharejas that they 
found obviously very little energy to keep due vigilance on a 
smaller group like the Mohwur Meenas ОЁ Маша, But as 
soon as the criminal deeds by this less-known Rajpoot group of 
о time strictest mea- 


Kattywar were unearthed they took in n 

sures against the offenders, irrespective of their sex. Willough- 

by’s old instruction was maintained in applying quickly аррго- 

priate invistigative methods to ascertain the crime in private. 
tions most faithfully 


Capt. Barr followed his predecessor's instruc 
in exposing the ci f suspicious death of two female 


infants in Ма s available from the 
documents just men how that the Mohwurs were 


still accustomed with age-old pract паде, but the 
driving force behind their propensity for infant-destruction just 
after birth had its nourishment right from within their own 


Society where frequent elopements were rampart to corrupt the 
ex and/or matrimonial relations. The 


normal and healthy $ 
problem :of female in icide was significantly exposed Бу 
Васе Nathee and Васе f Mallia and accordingly а 
e said Mohwurs of Mallia is made here. 
the case of Ваее 


particular reference to thi 
s related to 

Capt. Barr com 

e whole tenor of 


«Т regret to add that th 1 
by the startling fact which the 
ју 24 females in the Mohwut 


t of the evidence: 


Nathee and the death of her twi 


mented in this line. 1 
evidence, ней, as it 15, 
Но of there being on 
community in Mallia, whilst the num 
vines ahat ШӨ КОШЕ 
tribe, In this occasio infanticide by 
H e case [0] e Е : 
ў и 1854 {ШИ j^ same time т one 
о и“ 
нш Вие Ме A "ag И арак 
сш to grant Rs. 00 M M LM МИЎ 
arthi ттеп Attachment Mehta f of infanticidé by \ y: ji 
hs the said concealed MSC" ag gent 10 him by MP n 
is reply to Barr à letter" ү 4, remind ng 
at Acting Secretary, OP. 8 че a accordingly, 
punishment for each ^ n 


o Mr. Anderson on 


ote t 
f female 


Son 


lity 
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female, Baee Nathee could never be pardoned. Mr. Andere 
directed that 'this female's trial before the Court of ciim s 
Justice for Kattywar must be proceeded with. This or a 
was pronounced in consonance with Mr. Malet, Chief Sec 
tary's observation made on 6 July, 1853. Е da 
Further information about Baee Nathee's trial is ava 4 
from a letter of Capt. Barr which was written on 14 July, = 
to Mr. Anderson. It is learnt that her trial took place О d 
two days ago and ‘Putwaree, the Karbaree of Sacla, and thr 
Chiefs, one of them a Jhareja, sat as assessors and the аш 
adduced was so clear that they at once found the prises 
guilty; but, on weighing the circumstances elicited, they M 
of opinion that she had left her newly born twin infants tO а 
from want of nourishment in obedience to the command 1. 
her husband, whom they consider to have been the greater р б 
prit, and that she did so when she herself was in a state ОЁ a 
wilderment. Тћеу have, therefore, passed the linient sentes 
Of one year's ordinary imprisonment upon her. ....’. ЗЕ 
Barr noted that ‘the Chowuttias of Mallia attended this cs 
as did all the Chiefs and Grassias who are at present at | 
© Open trial and condemnation of the woman том 
have an effect in putting a stop to the crime of which she 2 
It is gathered further that Capt. Barr VM 
the Mohwur community was to a very wu 
Our of female infanticide and even the Ce”: 


Е is 

eae : spected till recently’, Jt seems that E 

willingness’ was crucially responsible for frequent cases ely 

к of the Mohwur girls and women. Realising 87%” 
e. ill- 


ported to have before long 
discontinue the practice,’ 


Мт, Anderson placed the view of the Right Honorable a 
Governor in Council on Baee Nathee’s case to Capt. Ват is 
$ August, 1854, According to this view the Government y 8 
unable ‘to accede’ any pardon for the guilty woman and it Mg 
Strongly pointed out that Infanticide was ‘murder’ and по r 
lightened Government could permit ‘the perpetrator of murder, M 
арртенепаеа, to escape without punishment.’ Tt was also 108 
tructed that the elder girl of Nathee ‘should not be incarcerate: 
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with her mother, A child at the breast may be allowed to ге- 
main with the mother in prison, but not children of advanced 
age’, Again, it was made clear that if the infant girl fell sick 
she should be treated in the Civil Hospital at Rajkot until her 
health was restored. This much may suffice to illuminate the 
dark background of the relatively recent case of female infan- 
ticide in Kattywar and also of the undesirable social habit of 


the Mohwur Meenas of Mallia Talook in clear contraven- 
tion of all that was effected by British Government to stop the 
1834, if not earlier. 


practice of infanticide since 
Prior to Capt. Barrs а h was submitted 
in August, 1855 and subsequently commented upon most sig- 
nificantly by the 
ber of the same year, 
place in Rajpoot society of Kattywar and its neighbouring areas 
with respect to the f reduction in marriage ех- 
penses. Immediate attention is hereby drawn to the relevant facts 
available from official records to read the contemporary societal 
situation and the social behaviour of the Rajpoot Chiefs of 
superior rank and power. Some brief. refere 
has already been made in discussing the conten 
letter of 23 August, 1855, and now а little more detailed ac- 
ished hereafter. 

In one of the said oflicia s found" that on 
3] May, 1855 Capt. J. 1. :ated to Lieutenant 
Colonel Trevelyan, Acting Political Agent in Kutch, enclosing 
the copy of à letter of His Highness the Jam of Nowanugger. 
т his letter the Jam recorded his anxious mind that was 
desiring reduction of marriage expenses and announced ‘his desire 


to recognise the principle of giving daughters into the same 
Rajpoot fami ually received in 


re us! 
that time. But Jam ‘onal to expressed 
sanction and encouragemen 
His Highness the Rao 0 
“I consequently regard 
| step 


Jam aa an 00 i 

МАТИ А 

te шї ill) P 
Him and the овес sl | 

ке and to curtail d в Wr 

olie d i 

cooperation en Ив Не да ei л а 


е e e for 
Jam's: outstanding x 


utch. 
the ат 
war has 


4p consent * 


You 
sanis in јер av 
t Col $, ready- consen to 


pleds 
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i i Jam's 
i is pledge was evident in the d 
не БЗ May ine i Git Barr. From uu. 
own letter о interestingly that 'with all Rajpoots, pA. 
it is learnt very to seek alliances for daughters йы pt 
low, it is eons he fathers of the brides, Chiefs of Bu. 
superior to tha ense in giving daughters to others nd 
thus put to па ea ly to Capt. Barr’s repeated оаа 
ава sent of matrimonial inter-changes = Wr. 
cc piede of same rank ЕЕ Chief 0 ааа chil 
Y aughters am n 
ed that E. umber ae di ancient practice ы To ETE 
вын given up by them, and they are in the 


e 
ili i ives. ar 
habit of giving daughters into families from which w 

taken’, 


Jharejás 


А he ар" 
аз ‘highly advantageous to us alp and unquestionably 


for 
es 
involving less n cant 
; 5 

his inferior Jhareja Subordinates in Kattywar. Such 


ially 


ime in recent 1 
to His Highness the Rao’, 


already been given to 


ed his encouraging inclination. of bis 
hat was related to the eder ever 
daughter to the Raja of Edur who was inferior uy wes his 
Tespect set a bold example to other Jharejas who fis Saute info 
action in like manner. Honesty of purpose was duly em fhareja 
Concrete action by the superior most E and it was 
community, namely, His Highness the Rao of u үрле сү 
hightime that other Jhareja Chiefs of rank an p 
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emulate his brave and revolutionary social behavi i 

ihe orthodox dictates of family B ME 
The Rao was still willing to unite his daughter (should he nes 
any more) to a personage of equal or of lower rank even than 
that of the Maharaja of Edur. He was anxious to see all marriage 


negotiations of future in happier condition. 
Among the poorer Jharejas the incidents of marriages in 
Kutch had already considerably increased with the blessing of 


financial assistances from the Infanticide Fund and under the 
circumstances, preservation of female offsprings among these 


Jharejas caused no social reprehensions Or apprehension for suit- 


able marriage-alliances in future. Appreciating such possibility in 
J hareja society Lt. Col. Trevelyan remarked that as regard these 
indigent Jharejas nothing was further required to be done in the 
way of promoting marriages among them. Most interesting was the 
changing practice of contracting marriages into families of lower 

(brotherhood) in Kutch. 


rank by His Highness Rao's own Bhyad 
re betrothed could 


In this way a easy flow of daughters who we 
he Jhareja families concerned, irrespective 


be sustained between t 
of their individual socia and wealth. This new 
order of matrimonial bvious beneficial impact 
on extravagant expenses in Rajpoot marriages in entire Kattywar. 
His Highness the Rao's great interest in the diminution of 
extravagant expenditure in Rajpoot marriages and also the Jam's 
genuine intention for reducing early such expenditure through 
same rank 


induced marriage relations between families of the 
would be amply € his own letters (yad) of 


2.8.1855 to Colonel Trevelyan. In his Yad two important Jhare- 
s that were customarily followed in the families of the 
of the customs high- 


specially noted. 
ligation in offering f money to the 
rried by the parents of the 
his system was 
by Dhola. Dhola-method 
the bridegroom, 


of marriage mea ` я 
14 по соте personally to receive her and this 


who usually wou 
special method of marriage was followed only when the rank 
ned fo be higher than that of the bride. 


cof the bridegroom һарреп у 
His Highness the Rao himself objected " 
these two privi y the families of superior rank in 


leges enjoyed b у 
the Jharejà society. Accordingly to him, these customs which were 
in the marriages that were arranged especial- 


intimately practised 
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i t to the 
ly by the Jhareja Chiefs of Kattywar stood in oae s 
Shasters and the custom of kings, and yet the ii enim a 
Chiefs did not so far spontaneously raised any ER lx 
this matter. In the very context, Capt. Barr's rem: 


the 
Sm я stat Olle 
fer of His Highness Rao in contra harej? 


Heartfelt appreciati 
the part of His Highnes 
Honourable Board of 
15th August, 1855. 
Members of the Boa 
expression of the 
Tespective Political 


sons 00 
Оп of the commendable social den the 
$ the Rao and the Jam was m o 
Bombay Government in a resolu Malet, 
Mr. J. G. Lumsden and Mr. qu the 
rd were found to have resolved ds 
gratification of Government throug Kutch 
Agent to His Highness the Rao of 
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and His Highness the J am of Nowanugger, on account of the 
highly favourable declarations which have been made by both 
these princes on the subject of the reduction of marriage expenses. 
The. resolution of each to seek alliances for daughters from 
families of equal rank and position with those from which sons 
are sought is highly satisfactory, and the example, will, the Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council believes, be productive of 
the best results..... They noted further that ‘the Right 
Honourable the Goyernor in Council, entirely concurs with the 
Acting Political Agent in considering that, with reference’ to 
Pudloo and marriages by Dhola, His Highness the Rao must be 
permitted to hold his own opinions without interference’. In 
this occasion they asked ‘a simple return of authenticated mar- 
riages for \the last ten years between the daughters of Jharejas and 
others". Unfortunately по official records pertaining to this very 
important ‘return of authenticated marriages’ in Jhareja society. 
since 1845 are available from the relevant Government papers. 
Very shortly after the adoption of aboye Goyernment resolu- 
tion the Honourable Board comprising Mr. M. Elphinstone, Mr. 
Lumsden and Mr. Malet came out in September, 1855 with their 
penetrating comments on the over-all demographic improve- 
ments lately prevailing among the Jharejas, Jetwas and Soomras. 
And this. official record happened to signal the glorious end of 
British efforts towards abolition of the odious crime of female 
infanticide from within the orthodox, feudal community of the 
Rajpoots ој Kattywar (Gujarat). То this September ео 
detailed. reference has already been made to show (i) ‘almost 
stationary’ condition in the relative proportions of the до 
among the Mohwur Meenas i l ofi the year 1853 
a : 1 he excess of male 
and (ii) somewhat satisfactory re Er eet 
proportions among the Jharejas and Soomras respe А by н 
close of the same year. But а disquieting fact was noted in this 
б {ог the suppression of Infanti- 
effect that ‘progress of measures НЕОН 
cide in the year 1854 h tisfactory, Ё E 


ad been. usd 

female births exceeded those of the males among us Jetwas 

ecd f the year under report 

3 ectively by the end о а Bort 

The Козы у. Вотђау Government Selection (No. 39-40) 
of 1856 was concluded with this officia 


1 record on the famous 
September resolution and no further facts are available to keep 
track with the posterior © 


vents connected with anti-Infanticide 
movements in Kattywar peyond 1855. 
Col, А, Walker P 


tiated this movement as early as 1805-6 and 
FL 
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3 : id move- 
Mr. J. P. Willoughby consolidated and intensified mer в 
ment in 1830’s. Official surveillance on the age-old РА o a Варва 
‘infanticide that was practiced ritually by the ДА monis 
in the distracted part of Kattywar even in the first RM pr. 
teenth century was sustained for long 50 years to а OE. 
all the besetting sin of child-murder. Scores of coe id то 
tuary and educative measures were systematically bere which 
rently applied to strike at the very root of the m iaces 
under various cloaks continued to provide with the killing © 
authoritative vindications for an inhuman practice of vidis 
female infants just after birth. With many Орын “ate 
tudes anti-infanticide movements that were designed ш, рай 
by various military and administrative personnel of t Же ul 
India Company's Government in India were ultimately suc ilaren 
in causing a new lease of life for many unfortunate female a ad 
of the Jharejas, Jetwas, and Soomras. The very Рита was 
Psychological foundation of these native Rajpoot peop 
found to have so stron 

80vernance and с 
feudal society of Gu 


Values. For 
fronted with 
Infanticide in 


long 50 
the delicate but 


ar- 


ank 
riginated from feudal vanity о ЈЕ 
ial affairs between their PM 
(consanguineous association) Kutch 
a subordinates of Kattywar and uses 
d to root out the most prevailing adi 
female infants in Kattywar и B 
€ exposes, thus, how a section И ү 
ving їп а feudal society in Pennin qe 
ndia behaved stubbornly to upheld 


Паре €xpenses which о 
Superiority т matrimon 
families of their Bhyad 
‘families of inferior Jharej 
"They took thereby the lea 
ОЁ criminal treatment of 

The present treatis 
Rajpoot community № 
Gujarat of Western T 


LAST PHASE OF DEVELOPMENTS 275 


custom of killing of new born females in the name of family 
pride, rank-consciousness and noble descent. на а 
consequences of such destructive behaviour have been ee We 
borately discussed to focus on the nature and degree of e 


ments in the size and quality of the population under examination 
ds it is amply clear that the very 


From the given facts and recor 

social structure of the Jharejas and other infanticide-practising 
groups of Kathiawar (Kattywar) was basically responsible to 
give necessary sanction and patronage of this odious custom of 
age-old. standing. Deliberate destruction of female babes just 
after birth had its due impact on the Rajpoot society at large. 
It was only when the deliberate destructions could effectively be 
d and checked we find gradual accumulation of females 
roups in question. With the perceptible im- 
tions of females, especially of 
h sex-ratio, particularly among 


governe! 
among the social g 
provement in the over-all propor 


female infants, the extraordinary hig! 
the Jharejas, began to decline steadily but regularly till the near- 


balance in sex-ratio emerged within the population. On the 


other hand, the number of marriagable girls shoot up in Rajpoot 
society in such signi hat the traditional system of 


matrimonial arrangem f inter-familial negotiations 
had to undergo а revolutionary change to suit as early as possible 
the emering леу social values amongst the Jharejas, Jetwas, ог 
Soomras of Gujarat by the beginning of the second half of the 
nineteenth century. The prospect of obtaining suitable marriage 
for any daughter, ог of defraying reasonable nuptial expenses did 


not remain in the long run bleak and unattainable to forfeit there 
and then the life of any female infant. ‘The custom of female 
infanticide had to mee ћ to guarantee 


t eventually а natural deat 
longer life of daughters of the Jharejas, Jetwas and Soomras at 
Gujarat. Баз! India Company bay had to 


"s Government at Bom 
struggle hard and bitter to root out the malevolent custom fora 
long stretch of time. Nevertheless. British Government came out 
victorious to stop the harmful process of elimination of a sub- 
stantial portion of Rajpoot pO n Gujarat through several 
coercive, sumptuary ап other conciliatory measures. This 
treatise stands to © ing history of British administra- 
tion against the ша and the perpetrators of the 
‘crime’ of child-murder Rajpoot society of Gujarat 


(1800-1855): 


ficant manner t 
ents as well as © 


licious custom 
jn the 


1,—Table showing the Proportions of the Jhareja Sexes in Kattywar from under 10 years to 1 year, as the same stood on‘the Ist Jan. 1845 


Gees ^ Н 3 З E : 5. = 3 
= су © со со ~ го Vas vu M oc an сї S => Е 
© Г, ~ H ~ Б 5 © 
Әя ЭБ ЭБ Коа Ба в 2s Ба 5 
<=. n + 
No. TALOOKS m f m f m f mof m рн Е Зин fom f m ES mi ef 
(1) (2) (9 0 (S © (7) (8 (9 (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) Q1) (22) 
1. Nowanugger 105 4367 „927: 4880 54 75.151 75/45 АІ 67-127 102 133 113 —81* 71 157 122 
2. Moorvee 5 EYIT vf av 9 T 12; XT] ТА ЖО 17 [See СТЕ 117: 29: Өз» 123 7 22 
3. Dherol 15 2 9 4 10 10 14 8 5 6 7 31— Та 15. 8 3 2323 420» 175 13 
4. Rajkot ЕЈ 1 4 1 1 1 1 д Рини Ж 4 2 2 3 3 5 5 5/& 13 
5. Gondul 12 52 #13 6 O ZETIA 18 9 9 4 5 9 & 187. от 29,7528) 24 28 
6. Kotra Sangance 2 2 1 3 4 1 E 15:02 0 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 5) 2 
7. Меегроог Khureeree 4 1 1 2 2 DI ен ој 2 1 2: Жз. 2 1 2 1 4 y Fess 1 
8. Drappa 2 1 3 3 0: 2, 4 1 2E. 2 1 2 55 211 6:7 107 512 qu T 
9. Mallia 1 2 2 1 EC OS au 1 1 2 1 [5 2 4 2 2 2 7 
10. Jhallia 2 5: ее сү; 1 1 1 3 52; 2 2 2 3 2 4 2 
11. Khureesra 4 1 1 1 1 1 2 йз ДЕ д. 1 2 2 3 1 LESEN E 3 1 
12. Lodeeka 1 2, 022 БГ 1 1 Pelion у 34722. Mir. 1 1 
13. Gowreedur 1 1 1 1 1 1 24 1 1 3 


a 


ъз 


x». 
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TABLE 1 (Continued) 
No. Talooks m f um iom "fom Ronan mf mo Sm єз ние f 
(607 0) (3) (9) 5) (6 @ (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) 02) 
12. Shapoor qr de wis sss ES Р И V9 ©. Дз 2 ice E 
15. Вајроота 3-— x 2 Зи ET — —ЫЯ Е metn, Mamet} Жс а 25 
ме. Mengnee 13 xm 29:2. EXE 2 JV mü node шы Де 18 МА 
ТЕЛ. Whadwa C C QD ME A но Ж Е mo ro Fly, T 
LAB. Satodur Wowree Сш кєн ey Жул т РКИ мо S би НУ. 
49. Mooleeladeree A Se z 1 2 2 4 ЕЈ 3 3 3 2 4 4 ЕЈ 9 
20. Сика i dap 1 NAD E. D а $2 
21. Kotaria * 1 1 2—45 1 1 а 07 2 
22. Pa ее И. JE Пот, ee PN REA 
23. Seesang Chandlee 58 rik 3 ү БА, A s i; 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 4 2 4 
24. Kotra Nyajee 3 Se: cM NT T P MEC UR ә Кар À 
25. Neerwa hc cac OU. WERE M ins tonii и е Ио А 1 1 
26. Mowa m окос Ae a сс АТ. № 1 a 1 j 
27. Kanksialee se NL... EU eg qM 
28. Wudalee = oo ACD e "EL ER SIL. jen. DU eds ал pb а иу 
29. Wankaneer =. SERE “з. ЕЕ 1 Wis эзе 1 V AS рел: d A. Tait Sane 
30. Hulwud Drangdra ПА == 7 со» Де ДИН 2 - 2. 5. aa и ан ES 
Total : SW 57 162 79 146 115 132 112 124 81 85 115 193 167 217 186 231 an Ben 
- - зенә" E 
m = Males and f = Females 


2.—Table showing the Proportions of the Jetwa Sexes in Kattywar from under 10 years to 1 year, as the same stood on the Ist Jan. 1845. 


"о E ~ ~ 

9 d 2 s эш Эк EG re ea a 

ok т Т ag ПЕ 

te) ON: D> co со ~ со won м + ton та CU - 

бо 5 бо 5 2 52 бо 5o бо бо Б 

52. REGI 3$: 53210 2i 0i ВЕЖЕ: 3 

2 pig Da Dig ра BR Da Ds 58 5 
No. TALOOKS DU па RR ey ep EME Um PL пу, ш. 
а) (2) OG (0 (9 © ( (9 (9 (10) пп) (2 (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) (22) 
1. Poorbunder В о Mea Її 
2. Nowanugger пСО ЖЕ ТЕРУТ 1 TER SETS... 2 2 2: 1 1 1 
Total : 3 4 Кира Se ERG 2 ИЕ ИВ" 


т = Males and f = Females 


2.1— Table show; ie Proportions of Uh лорга Sexes in Kattywar from under 10 years to 1 year, as ће same stood onthe Ist Jan. 1845 


3 3 
ЕЕ 5з | Е ; ва ага IS ЕЕ 8 
ze SE ҮШ ore dE Е. аву б, 
= А =з co On ~ 2 0 ny tin ма сазы E 
= 
58. Psa 28 28 ра 58 ра 28 ва B 
No. "WA di cs со ns UENIT SIC mol SmEUT Sm ЊЕ Зи Ste Ёш 2f dm Sf 
w Ky о (<> © © (т) (8) (9 (10 42 (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) (22) 
1. Nee 5 И с Бий о бас NUN ешо 
2. Mion), T — 1 aeu v а С Сл. ool Rd 2. 129 520 
3. ви № `` r >. се с о о о 3: Ки 
Bai Coo Т т. ө ОН ПО ОИ ESSO SE 


16 9 8 
anifales and f = Fermates 


3. Census of the Jhareja Population in Kattywar, for the year 1845. 


FEMALES. 


MALES. 
A.D. 1845 A.D. 1845 
Deduct Balance Deduct. 
8 
TEM" E 2 3 Ё 
a Su 3 & а Зы Э 5 5 
5 55 8 Se е5 858) £8 Е 5 
ЕЕ а Е Us cia auris АОРТЕ 
и а о а, ч us БН оче ов Ер вози B8 BS. S я ч aa, а | о Б 
в ра = + 2 о 423 S d 8 = 5 5 P"! 5 = 2 bel & S o 
д Е Ge а а не д Ч ева веба реа d а 8 8 
() B (3 (à © © C) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) (22) (23) (24) (25) 
1 Nowanugger 3645 149 29 3823 61 15 762212 1535 3747 102 ... 1225 108 12 1345 6 26 8 401305 80 
2 Моогуее 518 10 10 538 7 9 16-311 #211 522 Дала I2: 19 531042 м 8 1 94185. 13 
3 Dherol 426 30 23 479 55182531215. 46842 | lOO. 218 127193 2: 28 и 4189 29е. 
4 Rajkot 67 2737-7. #169 1 7 ВИЗА ИЛА О E бл ie amice ТЗІ esr 3 Ба ers 3 
5 Gondul 505 5 2 522 14 6892012291 701119502 i ВЕ 297247107 2 1 2 5 192 6 №. 
6 Kotra Sanganee 65 3 п (e ТАД 1 41 27" 68 Sie ИН 3 12421 21 4 
7 Veerpoor 
Khureree CGM ee NEOG LS со СЕ" А а де 2 nts ан а ЧОЙ а 
$ Drappa 181 О 190 TE inet Мара TO ЗУ ss 3 54 8. 162 1 2) 1 4 58 4 
9 Mallia 61 1 \ 65 3 2; Ср) 5 53 |... 3 29 тй ОЗИ КЖ 11279 
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hb d X 


ee a C =. т - о. 


TABLE 3 (Contd.) 


( 1) e 


d 


з) @ 6 © (7) (8) (9) (10) 0203 G4) (is) аву (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) Q2 (23) (24) (25) 
10 Jhallin. Зр > 2 355] 8 333 12S 18 1 19 p а 4 38 п 
11 Khunsessra ee 62 an 3158025216277 11 B 2082 Sp y] orna 724 Y 
12 Lodecitza 45 2 dac „к (0409923. Arun а ооо ДЕЛИ) 
13 Gowms=adur УЙКЫ Зы Е "Es 12959 DI ЧӨЛ ТО CK et... Оа АВ POR 
14 Shabresor 22 1; 123r. a3 ыч r3 №. (25 4131 NT DN TES DEM 
15 RajpyeSora 44 boss 1 22 22 44 9 0, ibe 8 ghrad аса HER Wipe AT 
16 Mervesmee 29. ш: 29 19-147 29. T [CC NS EL dete] 
17 Bhecesiwa = о =. П 55529 51 ЕЈ 3 TC А аа 
18 улила e a 740.131 73499. "75-656 146 132 48 43 8 51 125 93.48 35 
Wiivowwree 
49 Mi@acieeladeree 130 3 11 144 93 51 144 14 33 34 46 я 1 94. G 
20 Свака. 20422, ҖЫ 2950 5.5 Tumis 29 — 3 7 АИ Е 1194 
u otara ue m 13) ^f ПЖ ТЕ ok 5 д 5 5 
22 eal 14 15 8 "ERIS 157 70i 4 4 4 
23 SSeesang 
"Chandlec e 19 ГА 545264 19у 2. 26 5 er. cm - 20 QUE 69 
Аска Nyaje 52 2 54 № їз 30425.53 1 GAR 18 +... vq ткы ee 
25 Neerwa ик. 2 Же т; P ETE 1 1 2 1 1 1 
285. Mowa 9 1 10 бл Ch + 2 DURS "AUS 
277 Kaksialee 8 8 Cor ERE: 2 2 2 
258 Wudalee гуе 8 в 5 2 2; РУ EA 
229 Wankancer © 1. 419 SS. 710. 2 10 2/2512 12/2 
250 Hulwud 
Drangdra 117 8 7 132 5 5 61 66 127 10 34 4 15239 З 336 (> 
Total : 6430 250 102 6782 117 48 165 3885 2732 6617 202 15 2175 200 45 2420 


17 49 20 86 2334 165 


3.1 Census of the Jetwa Population in Kattywar, for (ће year 1845. 


MALES. FEMALES. 
A.D. 1845 A.D. 1845 
Deduct Balance Deduct. 
ч 
n E] E: E 
мај = (de! >] 
Зы 3 Ро, Зы 3 E: 
d == f > Е c ы. E 
© 65 А SERES ооо се Ба Я = Е ip 88 8 
52 Be Pos 282555925 Ер, Б шы ЕРАЗ B зна SB B 
3 5 3 
VM БЕ Осы айны Е оо В о B све 2 a 28 
(0 о (8) (& б © C) (8 (9 (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19 (20) (21) (2) (23) (24) (25) 
1 Poorbunder 125 2/08 1127 2 =... 21851140125 Е 1.146 Eme CER BA d MEE dere 3 
2 Nowanugger 29123, В а CC ПАУН Та Кз С MAIL Len. usd 
Total : 154 sy eed Mes) 2 [n 22 102 55 6151 I 6257 3 бО ve а аан x60 3 


F 
2 Census Of the. Seomra Population in Kattywar, for the year 1845. 


MALES. FEMALES. 
Пи: яаа 
A. 1845 AD. 1845 
- Balance Um 
E ту 
Е EJ 
i" d - 
А 2 EE E і 
Е EUN ER № 
th ГД 8, 2 I : 3 
i Ф) SET Ола к 2 58 | 
тю ы. ЕГЕТ 
=== ЕЈ 1i а о се Wo 58584 8 Б Be eg = g з ЕНЕ 83 B 
ж е a Ne Zee A за а 2858 & 4 А ВВ рее 2 д S8 ама д А 
== “oc 
<a о их б) ох & ©) (10) (11) (10) (13) (4 (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) QD (22) (23) Q4 Qs) 
| Nowanugget Ji 7 4 247 39 3 139 105 244 8 10678 3 119) 1 892 а mg 8 
p Moon Ой сш Б о о а ат 
== ПИШЕ 3: 94 138 492. 10.1 Жиз CSE оаа © 
noun 2 10577257 15и ата о КЗ ел Nia _ 55181 
| — —— 


4. Census of the Jhareja Population in Kattywar, for the year 1848. 
MALES. FEMALES. 
A.D. 1848 A.D. 1848 
Deduct. Balance. Deduct. 
= 5 
~ з c = 
+ 8 Ed S 
9 Е B 3 ^ 29 р y 
2 SERM S ES кш. & ais 3 5 
55 8 58 55 ШЕ А 
8 е NEG NEN. oe cus sb B 3 3 
Е Sy bt ск uM е О ERR в заваа: BOR 
£ X d 2 Б © -9 
Па кз айас СИЕ ЗЕ ЕИН 
а) B з) (9 б) © @ @ (9 (10) (1) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) (22) (23) (24) (25) 
1 Nowanugger 3840 154 35 4029 85 59 144 2430 1455 3885 45  ... 1557 116 11 1684 7 34 12 46 1638 81 
2 Моогуее 536 30 43 609 24 ЗА 347 238 585 49 209 99509 1812257 72 19 238 29 
3 Dherol 480 28 22 530 8 8 297 225 522 42 2 27 15 253 5 2 7 246 35 
4 Rajkot 51 E To #52. 2 25-2321 18: 50 ce 1220933 1525034 d уаз: А З 
5 Gondul 591 32 64 687 31 27 58 381 248 629 38 255— 275 29—311 4; —11- И-—26--285—30. 
6 Кома Sanganee 69 4 73 1 2 ЕА 28 110 1 26 Sip 2231 B 1 1 DG 9 
Л Veerpoor 104 Te 2X :33» 3 7 310 79 43 12 18 44 6 6 56 H 2 32253 9 
Khureree 
$ Drappa 19. 5 wn А 109 м 193 1 a м 78 1 2 16 9 


—— а > = 


о @ 


9 Mallia 

10 Јаша 

12 ВаБигеезсаь 
12 Teodeeka. 

13 (G30wreeducxx 
1# Siihahpoex=> 
15 rReajpoorzm- 
+ 'МАЛепгпек== 


> № 149 


TABLE 4 (Continued) 


G © 0) ® © ag ay (2) (13) 09 (15) 09 (17) (18) (19) (20) 
S 18 60 EC 32 
53 22 51 у 4 27 
él 34 60 20. el 28 
55 22 51 бол 16 
27 13 26 7 7 
26 13 26 5 ~ 3 
54 20 47 13 3 18 
31 100 31 92 13 
9 4 9 4 e 4 
49 144 45 8 Se 
\ 149 39 101 SMS 62 
33 18 33 17 Y 17 
12 Gh ab. C E 5 
14 5 14 и 6 
105 45 102 36 7 43 
53 22051 18 3 2 
ee 2 Ра, 2 
be В Еі 3 
3° 8 ае 4 
4 10 COME 4 
= 6 12 i-o 13 
66 140 H0 45 


(21) (22) (23) (24) (25) 


28 
21 


TABLE 4 (Continued) 


(D. -@ (0) 60 б) © (7) (8) (9 (10) (11) (2 (13) (14 (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) (22) (23) (24) (25) 

31 Bhownuggur vce 0e 143 143 84 59 143 143 61 61 ots (ШЕК а 

32 Wudwan ОЗО 6 4 10 10 7 7 7 

33 Lathee Bre eee, ЧЫ S Mis. RUTAS заг S cg 

34 Palitana Э 8 25.2913" 18 10 10 10 10 

35 Than Luktur 55 6 6 3 3 6 6 2 2 Сутра 

36 Limree SETS 4 01 us. = 15 381 т 1 

37 Кшо! ат: О Фа 24 Е.А Wo oT 

38 Keejrioo 4 4 2 9 NT КА 22782 2 "2 

39 Burwana 1 1 1 1 1 5 5 5 5 

40 Ankeewalia 4 4 3 1 4 4 4 4 4 4 

41 Gudoola 4 4 ‘co QU Ма 4 4 4 4 
Total : 6844 304 446 7594 179 159 338 4416 2840 7256 460 48 2779 261 202 3242 24 79 49 152 3090 332 21 


41 Census og ‘te Jetwa Population in Kattywar, for the Year 1848. 


MALES. FEMALES. 
AAD. 1848 AD. 1848 
Е Ерин ст Balance Deduct 
со 
E: $ 
К 5 = 
кы ые = Do а E 
H = = © © 2 я 2 
apes = EB Sian TE E 3 
A m E 3 È 
д eee ле. 8 
ы EU d сна ч безе 4 B Неа ан кор = 8 B 
2 = = = ert > S DU 
Е сор Бб ран А ЕЕЗ 2 Ве а 
48 б) б) ($ D (зу (9) (10) 02 (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) QO QD (22) 
5, A i MENOS) Sonia 5 С, ТЕТЕ ЕЛЫ 
3 m MEC Uso 4098905 712 ISTIS O 55: слања ый 
Зе коо и 65 5 2 10 10 
n 2645 
16 2 68 155 101 256 19 166 12 10 138 
——*. 


29 


3 6 132 


4.2 Census of the Soomra Population in Kattywar, for thé year 1848. 


TY CI Е. FEMALES 
A.D. 1848 A.D. 1848 
Deduct. Balance. Deduct 
со со 
5 5 
~ = > = 
5 B E s 
oe Е бе EJ 3 
2 e 5 „8 È san 5 5 
65 2 о № ^m a ч о 
5 25 Ses cee ПН к’ Жы 280 8r & org 
Le 5 uos "ROW gong @ se eae D 5 Zug POS B Bese 3 5 B 
q SET © я © 8 & 5 5 @ ч ч 
5 BB $9 8 доба 2 558 -в— а Баб 2 во d, Нан 
(0) 0) (3) 4 © © (т) (8) (9 (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) Q2) (23) (24) (25) 
1 Nowanugger 284 16 29 329 ЕЕ БИ В 3З ы м 162 20. 30. 232 Е. quu =. 232: 50 
2 Моогуее nag t аЗ Баве паран ee Ot ПОЗА не 20. ЈИ урт. ны 21 1 
3 Dherol 94 9 32106 ЕЗ С 745/2106 08121275146, 4 57 55 Ибар. UN cae (55 Cie 
Total + Aly 25. 32468 AS DEDOS То об он 8049980508535 BU Se ae ee SG GY) =. 


= Sa 


5; Comparative 


61—Tq 


Statement of the Jhareja Population in Kattywar between the years 1850, 1851, and 1852. 
MALES. FEMALES. 
TALO! М 2 
Na ES Under the Age Of all Ages. Married and Betrothed. Unbetrothed. Total. 
of 20. Widows. 
6 11530 1851 1852 1850 1851 1852 1850 1851 1852 1850 1851 1852 1850 1851 1852 1850 1851 1852 
йй: @ © ә о © ов © 00D (02 (13) (14) Q5 (16) UD (18) (19) 020) 
| \Nowanugger = 988 1978 1946 3997 4040 4058 625 653 668 248 272 287 893 897 911 1766 1822 1866 
}Моотуее 306 358 319 602 732 751 53 61 18 63 56 53 163 191 188, 279 314 319 
\Dherol 282 288 306 538 551 569 89 90 95 21282907 22й 162 169 168 278 288 290 
(ако. 30) #32: 532) 58 61 60 3б, 547. 7 QUT 2208825097271 31 35 40 
\Giendul 339 309 323 641 627 640 87 81 87 33 40 35 195 211 288 315 332 350 
{cotta Sanganee 39 38 35 73/574 В 3151. 643.8 588232.2 26 vom - pn ЗА 31375537 
\Хйеетроот Khurerese——-— 58 67 65 119 131 130 па MAS в ew 39 46 45 54 61 61 
"||уртарра 123 123 111 212 214 21 16 16 18 2 9. 55 58 63 82 86 90 
J) MaMia 33 31 EST 64 64 64 9 15 13 ENS 5 18 20 19 34 40 37 
ју ама. 24 28 30 4713508552 ST И 23 3 14 14 13 24 24 23 
Iil Жїхатеезса 31 40 38 Go ne 2a) 14 14 14 6x5 5 МЕ A 5 В 5 ah 
1 Lodecke 21. 28826 49 51 50 fe ENTA UE 2 160817 ES оо 
Шы aa ee ur ЕЕ е 2509 264306 3 241 9f p ERES Л Еу ито 
pcc TOES RATS 26€ 257555 MS = олако лие За 603262906 
Y по: о Ea 28 29 7 48 49 48 П а Е. №2 18 020 118 119 121 821 
o titia га ROSEO 2538280937 7 NFAT NIS 3-801 9.0 15" $:5 16 16 15 
Aet Sp Sede A oT 9?* 9 ЖЕЕП * e du d $ Q5 Mrs 
а " 
> erred verses ТА .70 № 150 150 152 мм 12.. 12. 17 39. 39. 41. 75 15.8 
DS Б 53 57 61 106 110 113 8 89 3—5 9 46 53 50 59 66 64 


TABLE 5 (Сота. 


(1) (2) з) (4) (5) © о & ода) G2 05 (9 15) (16) (17) (18) (19) 00) 
20 Gutka LES. 17 27 23 25 ] 20392 ay Ж? ai ATASA Ее 
21 Kotaria 10 10 9 13 14 14 Le al 21 20882 iet NO; ЭРМЕ 
22 Paal о eL ES 16 15 16 П RA Qu 2% 2 Ber AARNES. (ied itt 
`23 Seesang Chandlee 52 55 54 100 99 99 15 15 16 2 cq 93) Зв 23855 “150, 5559054 
24 Коша Музее 2720827, 28 54 53 53 21 92/553 4» 4 EET G КОКЛАШ OU CU V iy 
25 Veerwa TENET 2 ap 3r 4 За 378. 3921.23 
26 Mowa & б ш?! 9 9 10 Ea 328 За dS 3127314 FA 
27 Kaksialle S o 6 опи 295 "omi З 3180/5: 7 08 SAI +55 +5] 
28 Wadalee 6 Ti ИЖ 12" 13 1 1 53 ЕЈ 5 4 4 5) 
29 Wankaneer J 6 4 12 10 8 4 6 7 4 1 1 6 4 4 14 11 12 
30 Hulwud Drangdra 82 84 83 142 145 144 8 10 10 i - 99988 24: 29: 433" 74319948151 
31 Bhownuggur 82 91 98 154 166 172 О 10 15 20 40 36 39 67 72 78 
32 Wudwan 5 5 yi 12 1315 3 3 3 Pe ta 4 4 4 7 7 7 
33 Lathee им 9 10 10 1E АШ 1 E uu ge 3399 3 JM ТАТЕ ЗА 
34 Palitana 7-8 12 12 9 ДАЛЕ О, Jm 14142 2" 2 10 10 8 
35 Than Luktur 3 2 2 7 6 5 ЕЈ 3 3 2 2 2 1 5 5 5 
36 Типгес ah Ohh 71 Ge eye uis gU gi 20 "2n 12 DM 2° 0, перова УТ 
37 Kurol 33 ААТА ie и аео 
38 Limbra 2 [21152 4—4 4 1 22-92 d 2; ЧЕ2-! #2 
39 Ankewalia p m ДЫ Ryo vt 239; 187093 1 > a 37330713 
40 Gudoola je ie d 05 2 ал re ПЕТ 4 Л A и 
41 Amrelee м 2 19 34 36 36 TEILT 129 S MS Чой 6216 ом 22022 
42 Molee ec Mc vec aw D у) Ж a and S 5 
43 Poorbunder » 1 E 6 6 EU E Lt 2 2 2 2) 
Total: 4844 3901 3919 7502 7733 7813 1044 1101 1140 416 505 525 1903 1992 2021 3423 3598 3686 


5.1 Comparative Statement of the Jetwa Population in Kattywar, between the Years 1850, 1851, 1852. 


MALES. FEMALES. 
No. TALOOKS Under the Age Of all Ages. Married and Betrothed. Unbetrothed. Total. 
of 20. Widows. 
1850 1851 1852 1850 1851 1852 1850 1851 1852 1850 1851 1852 1850 1851 1852 1850 1851 1852 
Чу 0) (3) «€ ©) © €) @) (9) (10) (п) (2 (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) 
1 Poorbunder 67 56 68 144 140 142 22121 23 658 7 30 28 37 Ste ei) 67, 
2 Wowanugger 47 52 49 89 93 94 20 24 23 15 13 14 218.1192 202; 5612805620859 
3 Dherol 4 3 2 9 8 8 3 3 3 4 6 4 5 4 6 122251518 
Total: 118 111 120 242 241 244 45 48 49 25027. 25 56 51 65 126 126 139 
5.2 Comparative Statement of the Soomra Population in Kattywar between the Years 1850, 1851 and 1852. 

qd) (2) (3) (9 (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10 (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) 
1 Nowanugger 194 197 192 355 363 362 108 122 122 24855055229 117 122 120 249 259 261 
2 Моогуее Jay М 15 351 34238 9 e) 9 1 1 ii a0 20 20 20 
3 Dherol 31254 51 103 104 101 24 24 24 5 5 6 ОЗ 231 57 64 61 
4 Rajkot 1 1 Nes 2 2 1 1 3 3 4 4 
Total: 260 268 249 493 503 498 141 146 146 29 31 36 156 170 164 326 347 346 
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^ , ion against infan- 
6. The relevant documents showing eT g h 
| БАЕВ NATHED, Wile of MOHWUR SANGANEEA, MEUSE 
twenty-four years deposes before ‚ NURBESHUNKUR | 
KUR, Attachment Mehta of Mallia. to me, and № having 
On interrogation—Twin daughters were рош Р a 5 опе day 
no wish to preserve them, did not suckle them; t xd in the enclosure 
and a half, and then died, and my husband buried t M њи an 
My eldest daughter at the time was suffering from duet pre- 
my being unable to take care of her was the гы ther, When 
serving them. The girls died one hour after еас | о x present. 5 
were born, my mother, and Hoora the widwife, only wi kr. i 
this there is no doubt, and what I have deposed to is КА 
not administer opium to the infants, nor did I by any not my WS 
deprive them of life. I denied them suckle, and as it ther my bs 
to preserve them, why should I have suckled them ? aite) [ did 5 
band nor any one else advised me (to deprived them of р 
of my own wish. 


; Septem 
Dated Sumvut 1909, Bhadurwa Vud Sth (Thursday, 22nd 
1853). 


Mallia. 
Witness. 


Бег. 


ВАЕЕ NATHEE- js true- 
What is written above 


f 
at the request © 
: Bs. 
MOHWUR BHARA JOOMLA. BAEE NATH 
ТОМА МЕРА SOORA. 


ћ 
се A 
having this day been read to Ва 


Jitic® 

А i istant P 

in the presence of Captain J. T. Barr, Acting First Assista ise 

Agent at Camp Balacheree, she states, — after sunt 
ese twin daughters were born about three hours i 

and on the third day, 


ean time 
about midday, they died; in the m i 
Suckled them twice or | 


ied. 

hrice, which not being sufficient, they D 
custom in my caste not to preserve daus! 
e Infanticide is extinct. My third ЊЕ {топ 
› is three years old, and as she suffered Y. het: US 
"POX, my time was taken up in attending upon onsequent!Y 
therefore unable to suckle my other twin daughters; they У Attachme 
died. ц was not my intention to destroy them, and, if ш survi 
Mehta has above stated so, I am not perfectly aware. S daught 
daughter T suckled and ten days prior to the birth of my tw! acify he" 
I weaned her. Т had not sufficient milk at the time, but to Рае А, the 
I permitted her 


- d. - 

to suckle, but at present she sufficient Sed present 
birth of my twin daughters, my mother and а midwife only th 
and when they di 


urie 
ed no one else besides my husband who b је 


0 
caste рео. 
by in a graveyard, therefore none of my са Josute 


four days old Ба 
ог relations atten 
At the time of 
the same cot wi 


А ; nc 
ded. The infants are buried in a Phullia or € 


aa lying 
ту accouchement my surviving daughter was y 
th me. 


3 Mehl 
This deposition was given before the Mallia Attachment 


a 
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а Мера Лайт ате witnesses; the 
of Nathee, when they state that 
he deposition given by Nathee before the Jupteedar, 
and they call upon her to give a true statement of the case before the 
Sirkar, when she replies that what she has deposed to in presence of 


the Jupteedar is true, and further states; — 
ghter, 1 suckled her, 


It being my wis! е my eldest dau. 
and not the other infani and consequently they 


Purbhut Mohwur an 


and to which 
о the presence 


latter are called int 
they are witnesses to t 


ts, when they were born, 


9th November, 


died. 
Dated Sumvut 1910, Kartik Shoodh 9th (Wednesday, 
1853). 
The twin daughters were of the full period, nine months. 
NATHEE MOHWUR, 
Witnesses. Wife of Sangancea- 
ANUNDJEE WULUBJEE. What is written above is true. 
MEHTA SUNTOOKRAM MADOWJEE. PURBHUT, 
MEPA JALIM SOOROO: 
е. 


What i 

fter the twin daughters were born, I 
mall cot, 25 my eldest daughter slept on 
lose together. The twin 

d after them, but 


On further int 
them on 4 separate $ 
the same cot with me; 
daughters were on one cot, and Т constan 
my not having suckled them, they died. 

J am tl ife a Raja Kajeea, but I deserted him, and live 
with Sangun, y husband's death 1 returned to Mallia, twelve 


months 220; u 1 kept wandering about. 
i and the decease’ 


placed 
tly looke 


he married W. 


ntil then 


The daughter now with me, 
Sanguns- About five years ago Sangun eloped with me of my own 
free will. After the decease © my twin daughters my mother left 
ofi visiting my house; she never came when he was present, оп account 
of my elopment with him. 
Dated as above NATHEE. 
Witnesses. Wife of Sanganeea 
ANUNDJEE WULUBJEE- 
SUNTOOKRA MADOWJEE. 
j MANUK, aged about forty years, 
NURBESHUNKUR 


8. BAEE HOORA, Wife of Каја 
the Mallia Attachment Mehta, 


deposes before 
HUREESHUNKUR A 
it 
On interrogation.— Eis HA ы 2н 
and at the time of her ассо aughter Ж Мк, 
her side, and suffering severely from the small-poXx- | е 
Sangun came to call wi after which my daughter 
was delivered © in at the eldest daughter 
was suffering: immediately те! home- was at midday; and 
jn the evening went to inqui г and found the new-born 
did not а i but 1 beard in the town that they 


infants alive. ^, 
died on the ты 
| 


| | 


10 ption, Т7 awari hether they died on the 

m Н 1 реа moned in the 

Seco | 
N 

town! Ог the day after 


[4 


294 FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA 


eptem- 
Dated Sumbut 1909, Bhdurwa Vud 2nd (Tuesday, 20th Sepi 
ber 1853). 


Witnesses. BAEE НООКА . de 
MOHWUR PURBHUT BHODHA. What is above written 18 EA 
MOHWUR NATHA MERAMUN. Written by MHAO НЕЕ 
ВНАТЕЕ НАЈЕЕ КЕЕМА. DEWJEE, at the requ 


MOHWUR BHARA MERAMUN. of the above: 
JOMA MEPA SOORA. п, Act 

Baee Hoora is called to the presence of Captain J. т. Ва ами 
ing First Assistant Political Agent, and the above deposition being 
Over to her, she confirms it. сте born 

On interrogation.—I saw the twin daughters when they wer in the 
but I did not sec them suckled by my daughter. I went first А j 
morning and after me came the midwife; but when I went ЈЕ 
the evening, the midwife was not present. Nathee's husband, p 
was at home both times I went. The third daughter of Nathee SU was 
Severely from small-pox, and the mother, in the anxiety for het 
unable to attend to the twin daughters, from which they died; ЕЕ, 
giving birth, it is unlikely she would knowingly destroy them. range 
customary in my caste to commit Infanticide, but from the 8 m 
ments made the last twelve months, no one commits the crime: ring ? 
not aware who commits it. Would any woman kill her own ОЙЗР 


и Raja 
All women would not do so. Nathee was married to Касен or у 
whom she deserted, and lived with Snagun. I consequently ne 
necessarily spoke to them, but t 


neces: heir eldest daughter having 202. 
ill with the small-pox, I went to see her, but having no wish (0 i 
there, I did not Stop to attend upon their eldest daughter. т from 
hear my daughter say that she intended to destroy the infants 
her pet having suckled them they died. ber 1853), 
"mvut 1910, Kartik Shoodh 9th РУ 
Сатр Balacheree. Я, il 
On further interrogation.— S; ith Nathee А р 
Жыны " -—9angun eloped with Ма return! 
to Mallia. “uve and twelve months after his death Sangun 


дш, 


Raj? 


sinc? 


y were of the full time, nine months. Their b 
not premature. 


ч Witnesses. BAEE HOORA- i 
ANUNDJEE WULUBJEE. Wife of Raja мел 
.SUNTOOKRAM MADOWJEE. What is above written 

J. T. BARR: 


2 ent- 
Assistant Political AP porn 
^, , On further interrogation—Both times I went to see the ™ 
infants they 


© cot- 
Were on а cot, and the cot was close to Nathee’s 
Dated as above. 


Witnesses. BAEE HOORA 555 
.ANUNDIEE WULUBIEE, What is written 
SUNTOOKRAM MADOWIEE. 


js true- 
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eference 18 reproduced below : 

f MUGA BOOSANA, aged about fifty 
llia Attachment Mehta :— 
un Walanee having 


9. The statement under г 
BAEE HOORA. daughter O 

years, inhabitant of МаШа, states before the Ma 
About one month ago; the wife of Mohwur Sang 
been Jabouring in child-birth, I was sent for, and I went, and on exa- 
mining her found the child was crossways in the womb; but I effected 
her confinement of twin daughters, and, having put them on a stool, 
called for water to ich the mother said. "The infants аге 
to be destroyed, therefore do not bathe them.” I then said never to 
do such a thing, but if 30, and that I would suckle 
and bring it UP and adopt jt as my daughter; but she refused, and 
I went to make in- 


I left the house > 
quiries, when $ he had destroyed them. 
pened. Т am a widow, and ар and should 1 openly come 

th the Meenas; and such 


forward, it would be difficult for 
cases happen in many places. In the house of 
Mala, about one and à half months 280, and іп 

4.5.1853) 


Statement given ОП 
resence of Captain Barr, 


similar fate. ( 
Васе Hoora is this day called into the P' 
Acting First Assistant Political Agent at Camp palacheree; and, the 
been read over to her, she states, — That what 
i т did not 


above deposition having 
js written of the infants having been 
would destroy them. Sh 
hat to do with children born to her. 

the Meenas 
own free У! 
But since th 
committing the crime, ап 
the commission of it, it is 


prevalent, 
other теп; 


suckle her infants; 
of the 


the large one: } 
r infants; it was 


not now committe 


Meenas, Г Wê 


or whether they 
of the Meenas, 
they may have 
ts to т left them 
been destroyed: for I have three 
alive, and went 


daughters. They 
was not premature. 
f iday, 11th November 1853). 
- Sumvut 1910, Kartik Shoodh 1и (Friday: Bon 3) 


Witnesses- 
AD 


Daughter of Muga Boosana. 


What is written above is true. 


SUNTOOKRAM OWIEE. 

BHODHA- 
PURBHUT 1. Т. BARR, 
Assistant Political Agent. 
at the time of 
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s 
rson come 
her confinement. At the time of accouchement no male pe 

near the cot, but he (Sungun) was in the house. 


HOORA, 
058. 
EIS Daughter of Mas el 
HWUR P ip , 
2 p nt. 
A MERE Assistant Political Age! 


ernment 
10. Mr. Anderson's reply to Captain Barr on behalf of Gov 
of Bombay. 


NT. 
POLITICAL РЕРАВТМЕ 


rnment, 
From H. L. ANDERSON, Esq. Acting Secretary to Gove! 
Bombay, 


ДА war, in 
To Captain J. T. BARR, First Assistant, Pol. Agent in Katty 


4 1854. 
rue Dated 8th April a 
ight Honourable the Governor yt 
pt of your letter, with enclosures, 


SIR,—I am directed by the Ri 
to acknowledge the recei 
23rd ultimo. 


T. ва cil d 
be followed by punishment, His Lordship in Соня you, 
i ; €ven under the circumstances explaine! 


3. I have therefore to ee 
of Criminal Justice for Kattywar, as directed in Mr. Chief 
Malet's letter No. 2892 i tribunal 
to inform you that, in the even of her conviction before that ishment: 
any mitigating Circumstances can be considered in awarding Peer case 
io inform you that after this, and there repare 
now pending, have been fully disposed of, Government will be tachment 
to consider the proposal of a reward of Rs. 100 to the А 
ered these cases of Infanticide. be, #© 
I have the honour [0 N. 

H. L. ANDERSO ^ ment: 
Dated Castle, 8th April 1954, Acting Secretary to Car Col. 
11 i from Captain Barr to {емо ВУ 
anticide and another nO 


in KattyWaP 
J cting Political Agent in ае їп 
9 nu Lieutenant Colone] TREVELYAN, Acting Political 
Utch, 


SIR, 
the cop: 


А Dated 31st Мау, mati 
—I have much Satisfaction in forwarding, for your info! yam 
Y of a letter T have received from His Highness the ction of 
uggur, in which he declares his anxiety for the redu rinciple 
| is desire to recognise eer wives 
Rajpoot families from which. vos 
ed provided his superior Jhareja prince, His i High 
ch, will sanction and countenance the practice. Hi all tbe 
Dess the fam being the leading Rajpoot Chief in this province. Т 
others аге ртератеа to follow his example, and will cordially ente 
АПУ arrangements which may be considered best calculated for 


Of givi 
are 


into 
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ire reduction. 1 consequently regard the annou 
nce- 
ment now made by the Jam as an important step towards the object 
in view, for the great difficulty hitherto in Kattywar has been to per- 
suade him and the other principal Chiefs to consent to forego ambi- 


tious alliances, and to curtail expenses incurred thereby, the inferior 


Rajpoot Grasias and landholders having, for some times past, very 
generally given rom which they have taken 


2 daughters into families f 

wives, and having been checked by the inquiry which 
is always instituted t nding of the contract- 
ing parties, as à stan f aid from the Infan- 
ticide Fund paid marriage expenses is calcu- 
lated. If you will, r me in return with His 
Highness the Rao’s wis and with suggestions from 
yourself, my most heart eady in forming, 25 circums- 
tances may dictate, complete the reform we in 


common 80 earnest! 


attainment of the desi 


in extravagance 


y desire to introduce. 
I have the honour to ђе, &с. 
1. Т. ВАКЕ, 
Acting Political Agent. 
mp Balacheree, 31st Мау 1855. 
EE, Chief of Nowanugger. 
itical Agent. 
is as follows :—With 
alliances for daughters 
hiefs 


Kattywar Political Agency: Са 
(6) Егот JAM SHREE VEEBAJ 
T. BARR, Acting Pol 


After compliments.—My reason for writing 
all Rajpoots, hi 
in families supe i that of the fathers of t 
of rank are thus put to Brea ivi 
hem. Colonel Lang. 


are above t 
advised US; for the purpose о 
i е wives, and you, 


into the same families from W 
repeated this advice оп sever о weigh and 
e that the number of daughters 


consider it well. In reply, I 
r Chiefs has increased. 100 much that the ancient prac- 


amongst тјето 
й past been given ир by them, J 
the constant habit of giving daughters into from which wives 


are taken, and 
Pudloo altogether. 


ing the superior 
to u 


ghters to О 


is expense, 


]f; but O 
с Rao of Kutch, be- 
Rao Shree will 
be introduced, 


s all, and approve (9 
the leading one is the Rao Shree, i h 
is my superior prince: therefore, if the 
m it will at once 
effected by me. 
911, h 30th May 1855). 
(True сору and translation) 
1. T. BARR, 
Acting Political Agent. 
disclosing Government's stand against the custom of 
Western India and position of the local Rajopot 


W. TREVELYAN, 


Sumvut 


12. Some documents 
female infanticide in 
people- 

(а) From Lieut. Col. H. 


Kutch. 


Acting Political Agent in 
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i ing Political Agent in Kattywar. 
To Captain J. Т. BARR, Acting и 


Е - to the- 
SIR.—I do myself the honour to acquaint you with reference 


к not- 
Letter from you, No. 133, dated correspondence meena d the 
the 31st May, 1855. ed; that since His He CET 
Reply to do., No. 368, of 5th ultimo. — Rao's return to Варе of 
Tera, in the latter end of last month, I have taken an ере Highness 
discussing the subject of your letter, and the Yadee of ЕКЕУ 
the Jam of Nowanuggur which accompanied it, in regard S NT 
tion of Rajpoot marriage expenses, and it appears to me tha of which 
timents of the former Chief, as expressed in his Yadee (copy 


É ч d in unison 
is herewith forwarded), are very much, in all essential points, in 
with those of the latter. 


; ou аге“ 
2. The diminution of Rajpoot marriage expenses has been, as У 


aware, for a length of time 
ness the Rao, and muc 
him, the result of whic! 
ing of the arrangement: 
that object. 

3. In seeking alliance 
Position with those f 
Rao expresses his c 


past a matter of great interest to His Иа 
В time and attention have been given to ЕУ, 
В is manifest from the present satisfactory b: К 
S in force in this province for the furtheranc 


an 


Others to act i 


4. In future marriages 


Presses his Willingness to unite 
to a 


the negotiati 
» it appears to 


псе 
ТУ great degree, if not altogether, to a HE 
them to the Preservation of their female offsprint; and as тере in 
hat anything is further required to be 
marriages among them. И] observe 
ме f his Bhyad in this province, you will their 
'S Highness remarks that they are in the habit of marrying illing- 
of lower rank than themselves, and no unwi 
hown in contracting such alliances. how- 
100, and marrying by Dhola (by proxy the 
averse, as being, he says, in opposition ро не 
‘asters and the custom of kings; and in a matter such as pr e 
of course at liberty to hold his own opinion,—nor do 
any good that would be attained by endeavouring to controvert it. ee 
Political Agents Office, Bhooj, T have the honour to bes 
9th July, 1855. H. W. TREVELYAN, 
Acting Political Agent. 


am not aware t 
the way of 


D 
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Га Yad from His Highness the RAO OF KUTCH to 
g Political Agent in Kutch. 

Е 387, dated 28th June, in whi 
mention that Captain Barr, the Acting Political Agent in Er due E 
wards,a copy of a letter from Jam Shree Veebajee of а, and 
writes that the Jam, who is the head of the Chiefs of this АЕ has 
agreed to give his daughters to houses of the same rank as he may 
marry his sons from, and, with the view of lessening the marriage 
expense, has agreed to this advice on the part of Government: it is 
therefore hoped that the Maharapa Rao Saheb, who is the elder branch 
of the caste, will agree to nd, consequent on Captain 
Barr’s forwarding copy of his ay Government, T have 
now received a letter from G 
all I could in the matter jus 
enclosed with a copy of the Jai 
that I should answer it. 

My intentions have 

and on Margsheersh Shoodh 4th, Sumvut 1909; I wrote to the 
o this effect, and, keeping this point in view, I married my daughter 
mily, though inferior to mine in rank, on advice of 
after this, Government should not think that there is 
and I am willing to marry my daughters 
anding with that of Edur, or even inferior 
ywar from which I may take daughters 


ive and take daughters in marriage 
to both 


(b) Translation о 
Colonel TREVELYAN, Actin 
I have received your Yad No. 


overnment, saying t 
t conceded by the Jam. This letter was 
m Shree's letter by you, 


been in accordance with this from the begin- 


ning, 
Jam t 
into the Edur fa 
Government and 
any hindrance on my part, 
into my family of equal st 
to him, or the Swustans of Katt 


for my sons. 


wherever the negotiations 
parties. From the beginning, I have put neither h 
f taking Pudloo and 


tion in the way. nor do I now. But hte 

marrying by Dhola (by “taking Podloo" is meant the sum of money 
given to the parents of the girl about to be married by the parents of 
the bridegroom. By “marrying by Dhola” is meant the sending of 
the bride to the bridegroom, who does not come to receive her: this 
happens when the rank of the bridegroom is greater than that of the 
bride) is in opposition to the Shasters and the customs of kings. 21 
I cannot consent to it; and as it is the custom for the Kattywar Chiefs 
both to take Pudloo and to marry their daughters by Dhola, they do 


not make any objections to it. u 
ce are in th 


Bhyad in this provin e habit of marrying 
4 rank than t 


hemselves and they 


Besides, my ; 
their daughters into families of lower 

Н ѕ regarding the marrying their daughters above them, 

em : therefore be pleased to write 


show по perversenes 
be imputed to them 
Government, and to the 


so no hindrance can e 

what you think proper on this subject t 

Political Agent in Kattywar. 

bri АА Vud 4th, Somwar. Sumvut 1912 (2nd July, 1855). 
(True translation). 
А. Y. SHORTT, 


sistant Political Agent in Kutch. 
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preferences, Their traditional bamboo-works for the “*allagers 
have been replaced by the big-baskets for the use of betel-leaf 
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SOCIAL ORGANIZATION AMONG THE SANTAI » 
í Ву — 
Vijay Kochar, мо (у B). М.А. (DUCK) 


"When Ме Vijay Kochar went to study the Santal of 
Kuapara located jnst outside the campus of Visva-Bharatt Univer: 
sity, he wos told by tre local observers that the Santal of that 
village had changed too far from the aboriginal pattern und 
Were no longer true. Santal Guided by his impressions (that 
the Santal of this village are fundamentally similar to Santal 
elsewhere) Косћаг addressed himself the fundamental ques: 
Yon “Who а "true Santal When a person eeases to be 
а балы!” Theis are the querries which led bim to delve into 
the depth of the pattern of social structure What would 
impress any careful reader of this monograph is tlie author's Lc 
Чү of analytical thinking, good judgement and energetic 
collection. of relevant LEUTE UE gU * 
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